A STUDY OF EMERGENCE AND ROLE OF REGIONAL POLITICAL
PARTIESIN NAGALAND

THESISSUBMITTED TO NAGALAND UNIVERSITY
FOR THE AWARD OF THE DEGREE OF

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY

Submitted by
H. KUGHAKA SUMI

DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL SCIENCE
SCHOOL OF SOCIAL SCIENCES
NAGALAND UNIVERSITY
LUMAMI
NAGALAND
2015



NAGALAND UNIVERSITY
HEADQUARTERS: LUMAMI

2015

I, H. Kughaka Sumi, hereby declare that the subject matter of thisthesis, A Study of
Emergence and Role of Regional Palitical Parties in Nagaland, is the record of
work done by me, that the contents of this thesis did not form basis of the award of
my previous degree to me or to the best of my knowledge to anybody else, and that
the thesis has not been submitted by me for any research degree in any other
university/institute.

This is being submitted to the Nagaland University for the degree of Doctor of

Philosophy in Political Science

H. Kughaka Sumi

(Research Scholar)

Prof. Arun Kumar Singh Prof. H. John Sema

Head Supervisor



Acknowledgement

First of all, I thank almighty God for his bless;ngnd my special gratitude and
appreciation to my supervisor Prof. H. John Senmepddtment of Political Science,
Nagaland University, Hgrs: Lumami, for his valuaglédance, suggestions and help

during the course of my research work.

| would like to thank Prof. Arun Kumar Singh, HeabDgepartment of Political
Science, Nagaland University, Hgrs: Lumami, for vesuable advice and to all the
faculty members and non-teaching staff’'s of the @#pent of Political Science,

Nagaland University, Hgrs: Lumami.

| would also like to express my gratitude to ak ghersons that | had interviewed,
field guides, particularly to, Mr. Tohoto Sema aid Howoto Sema for availing me
their vehicle throughout my field work and to dietrespondents without whom my

works would not have been completed.

| also take this opportunity to thank the libragaand office staff of Nagaland
University, Hqrs: Lumami, Bangalore University, k& University, Nagaland
Legislative Assembly Library, Nagaland State Ligraand Directorate of

Information & Public Relations, Kohima.



| am grateful to Nagaland University, Lumami, faiopiding me UGC Non-NET

Fellowship during my research work.

Lastly but not the least, | would also like to thany parents and family members
for their constant prayer and moral support andltany Research Scholar friends

for their support in completion of my thesis.

May God bless them all.

Hughaka Sumi

(Raszh Scholar)



ThisPh.D. Thesisis dedicated to my beloved parents
Mr. Hotoyi Sumi & Mrs. H. Khekhuli Sumi



Abbreviation

AGP: Asom Gana Parishad

APHLC: All Parties Hill Leaders Conference

DAN: Democratic Alliance of Nagaland

DLP: Democratic Labour Party

DPN: Democratic Party of Nagaland

DK: Dravida Kazhagam

DMK: Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam

CCP: Consultative Committee of Peace

FGN: Federal Government of Nagaland

FPM: Federal Party of Manipur

GB: Gaon Bura

JLF: Joint Legislature Forum

MNF: Mizo National Front

MPP: Manipur People’s Party

NBCC: Nagaland Baptist Church Council

NCN: National Convention of Nagaland

NDM: Nationalist Democratic Movement



NHTA: Naga Hills Tuensang Area

NHDTC: Naga Hills District Tribal Council

NNC: Naga National Council

NNDP: Naga National Democratic Party

NNO: Naga Nationalist Organisation

NNP: Naga National Party

NPC: Naga People’s Convention

NPC: Nagaland People’s Council

NPP: Nagaland People’s Party

PPA: People’s Party of Arunachal

NSCN (I-M): National Socialist Council of Nagalinsék-Muviah)

NTC: Nagaland Tribal Council

TDP: Telugu Desam Party

UDF: United Democratic Front

UDF (P): United Democratic Front (Progressive)

UFN: United Front of Nagaland

ULP: United Legislature Party

VDB: Village Development Board



Contents Page

. Chapter 1. Introduction 1

Regional Political Parties: A Theoretical Perspective

. Chapter 2: Evolution of the State of Nagaland,

The Emergence of Political Partiesin Nagaland 37

. Chapter 3. Factorsfor the Emergence of Regional

Political Partiesin Nagaland 77

. Chapter 4. Role of Regional Political Partiesin

Nagaland: A Critical Appraisal 110
. Chapter 5: Findings and Conclusion 155
Appendices 168

. Bibliography 198



Chapter 1: Introduction

Regional Political Parties: ATheoretical Perspecte



Introduction

Nagaland one of the states under the Indian Ursdondated in the extreme north-
eastern region of India, with Kohima as its capdadl covers an area of 16,579
sq.km. The state has common boundaries with Myammtre east, state of Assam
in the west, Arunachal Pradesh and a part of Aseahe north and with Manipur in

the south

Earlier Nagaland was a part of undivided state sdafn as Naga Hills district. The
state of Nagaland was created by an act of Panittmel962 and was inaugurated
on T December 1963 by the President of India, Dr. SmliaRadhakrishnan as the
sixteen state of the Indian UnfonThe strength of the Nagaland Legislative
Assembly was fixed to 60 (sixty) members and 1 Joeeresentative each to both
house of the Indian Parliament i.e. Lok Sabha aaga&RSabha. The election to the
first state legislative assembly was held fron!' 16 16" January 1964 It was a
straight contest between the two political parttbs, Naga Nationalist Organisation
(NNO) and Democratic Party of Nagaland (DPN), bibise parties were regional in
character but the NNO party was considered as aocee party of the Indian
National Congress (INC). The NNO party emerged ovious and formed the
government with Mr. P. Shilu Ao as the first Chifnister of Nagaland on 25

January 1964

LA Lanunungsang and Athungo Ovung (2012), Nagaland: Land of Festival, Heritage Publishing
House, Dimapur, p.1

’ . Aosenba (2001), The Naga Resistance Movement: Prospect of Peace and Armed Conflict,
Regency Publications, New Delhi, p.67

3, Nagaland: 25 Years of Progress and Development (1988), Directorate of Information & Public
Relations, Kohima, p.3

‘. Nagaland is Born, Directorate of Information & Publicity, Government of Nagaland, Kohima, p.116
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Prior to the creation of state, in 1957, the Nagapbe had also participated in the
electoral process and had sent 3 (three) représ@stao the Assam Legislative
Assembly but it was a representatives of Nagas fteerNaga Hills since, there was
no political party at that time. The political pagmerged in Nagalafanly after it
got statehood in 1963. Another major political depenent in Nagaland politics
took place in the year 1976, when the Naga Natisin@lrganisation (NNO) party
merged with the Indian National Congress (INC).sThierger brought the state of
Nagaland and Nagas in contact with the mainstrealtiqs, hence the Nagaland
politics got the national outlook. The party systémat had been in existence in
Nagaland is a bi-party system with Indian NatioGahgress (INC) party on the one

hand and the regional political party on the other.

Today, the nomenclature of the regional politicaitp in Nagaland is Naga People’s
Front (NPF). From the Democratic Party of NagaldBdPN) in 1963 to Naga

People’s Front (NPF) of today, the party has unoleegnumerous changes in its
nomenclature to suit the demanding situation ofed#ht periods, but the party

symbol, motto, principles, aims and objectives feadained unchangéd

There had been lots of work done on the Nagastth#d been mainly concentrated
on its origin, society and Naga National Moveménly little work had been done
on the emergence and role of regional politicatiparin Nagaland. Hence, an in-
depth analysis on the emergence, functioning anding of regional political

parties in Nagaland was felt very much needed,wbrch | had proposed my

> B.N. Agrawal (1997), “The Political Scene of Nagaland: The Role of Political Parties”, in Verinder
Grover (ed), Electoral System, Behaviour and Elections, Deep & Deep Publications, New Delhi, p.582
®  Shurhozelie Liezietsu (2011), Lest We Forget, N.V Press, Kohima, p.15
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Research problem as, “A Study of Emergence and &dRegional Political Parties

in Nagaland”.
Theoretical Framework
Political Party: A Conceptual Analysis

The term “Political Parties” emerged in the nineteecentury with the development
of representative institutions and the expansiorthef suffrage in Europe and the
United States. It is a designated organisation,sehgoal is to capture the public
office in electoral competition with one or mordet parties A political party is a
group or would be officials who are linked with izesable group of citizens into an
organisation, a chief object of this organisatisrta ensure that its officials attain
power or are maintained in poweBurke had defined political party as a group of
men organised for promoting the common interestudin their endeavour on certain
agreed principlés The political party also performs several othenctions like,
mobilising popular participation in politics, eliteecruitment and representing
sections of the public but winning elections anatoaling the machinery of state

power are its paramoufibbjective.

In a democracy, political parties hold a very intpat place. It had become essential

to the democratic achievement of choosing leadeds cammunicating the public

7. David L. Sills (ed) (1972), International Encyclopedia of the Social Sciences, Vol. 11, The McMillan
Company & The Free Press, New York, p.428

& w. Phillips Shively (2005), Power and Choice: An Introduction to Political Science, McGraw-Hill,
New York, p.247

° Hari Hara Das (1998), Political System of India, Anmol Publications Pvt. Ltd, New Delhi, p.307

1% Barrie Axford, Gary K. Browing, Richard Huggins and Ben Rosamond, etal, (2002), Politics: An
Introduction, Routledge, New York, p.360



interest to the party leaders and governrifetitrepresents the principal instrument
through which the segments of the population competsecure control of elective
institutions and through them to exercise predontinenfluence over public
policies®. By cultivating public opinion and educating th#zen about the political
issues and their consequent responsibilities, thiégal parties also try to win mass

support and become a connecting link between gavemhand public opinidi

The working of a political parties enormously degpempon the way they have
evolved their status as the ruling or oppositiortypaheir support base, leadership
styles, traditions, their geographical location amtead®. According to political

sociologist, they considered the political partyeasentially a social group and for
which Max Weber has called, “an associative typsaaial relationship, membership

in which rests on formally free recruitmett”

Thus, political party is a group of people whosenary interest is to capture power
and today the political parties had become a cHasfr@ommunication between the

people and government.

" Era Sezhiyan (August 12-18, 2005), “Political Parties in Federal India”, Mainstream, Vol . XLIII,
No.33, Perspective Publications, New Delhi, p.15

2 Joseph Lapalombara and Jeffery Anderson (1992), “Political Parties”, in Mary Hawkesworth and
Maurice Kogan (eds), Encyclopedia of Government and politics Volume 1, Routledge, London, p.
393

3 C.P. Bhambhri (1991), Political Process in India, Vikas Publishing House Pvt. Ltd, New Delhi, p. 69
s Zoya Hasan (2010), “Political Parties”, in Niraja Gopal Jayal and Pratap Bhanu Mehta (eds), The
Oxford Companion to Politics in India, Oxford University Press, New Delhi, p.248

> Amal Kumar Mukhopadhyay (1997), Political Sociology, K.P. Bagchi & Company, Calcutta, p.140
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Regional Political Party: Evolution and Context

Given the phrase region as a geographical ternreg@mmal political party refers to
any political party at the district, provincial mgional level of a country propagating
for the preservation of certain specific regionakrests as differentiated from the
general national interest. Which interest is exgeds constitutionally through
demands ranging from an aspiration for a separattiral identity, a separate
political identity, or a different level of soci@@nomic development, to an aspiration
for environment or geo-political detachm&ntwithin a nation state when an area
develops a consciousness of its customs and idedipossesses a sense of identity
distinct from the rest of the country, it may begpnassert itself and an ideology of
regionalism may emerde It may also connote of mental or psychologicaiess,
which is born out of continued economic backwardngsowing consciousness in a
distinct community about its own language and caltleading to the rising sense of
their ethnic identity in the midst of the majoripeople living around in a larger

ared®

Regionalism may also serve as a mechanism for pregethe language and culture
of the area and for increasing assertion of theestaights as opposed to Union
Government powetd Hence, regional political party emerged out ofjioeal

consciousness, which they regard themselves amalidtom others. They are

'° B. Pakem (1992), “The Hill State People’s Democratic Party of Meghalaya”, in L.S. Gassah (ed),
Regional Political Parties: In North East India, Omsons Publications, New Delhi, pp.103-104

Y  AK. Baruah (1993), “A Note on the Impact of Regionalism on Parliamentary Democracy in
India”, in B.Pakem (ed), Regionalism in India, Har-Anand Publications, Delhi, p.60

¥ p.C. Biswas (1992), “Regionalism and Regional Political Parties in North-East India: A Case of
Meghalaya”, in L.S. Gassah (ed), Regional Political Parties: In North East India, Omsons Publications,
New Delhi, p.96

¥ R.L Walli (1993), “Context of Regionalism in India: Anti-People Development Strategy”, in
B.Pakem (ed), Regionalism in India, Har-Anand Publications, Delhi, p.37
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formed to preserve and protect their own interest lay its very nature a regional
party restrict its area of action to a single ragiwhich in the prevailing Indian

situation means stéfe
Emergence of Regional Political Parties in India

India is a plural society, where one can find thhespnce of large diversity in

language, customs, traditions, culture and religiomong the people of India that had
been living in co-existence with each other, makindia the land of ‘unity in

diversity’. However, on the other hand, there hagrban increase from various
ethnic groups for more autonomy from the centrereserve and protect their own
distinct identity. The number of political forceaded on such ideologies has of late
been increasing in India. So much so that in aertaeas they had been able to

control state legislatures and others are launchisigong regional movemefits

Within three years from the grant of the constinti India faced its first serious
federal crisis. The natural tensions between this @mnd the whole, ethnic, caste-
based and religious communities surfaced with redewigour. The floodgates of
linguilism had opened, challenging the unitary mitef the founding leaders. The
beginning of a fast unto death by Telugu natiohddiader Potti Sreeramulu on™15

December 1952, over the issue of a separate spatddlugu-speaking people
became a launch pad for ‘political regionalism’limdia, which has influenced or

changed the course of politics and regionalismuinaountry. Bowing to the popular

pressure, the Congress government created a septatd for Telugu people-Andhra

% K.R. Bombwall (1988), “Regional Parties in Indian Politics: A Preview”, in S. Bhatnagar and
Pradeep Kumar (eds), Regional Political Parties in India, Ess Ess Publications, New Delhi, p.4.
1 A.K. Baruah (1993), Op.cit, p.60.



Pradesff. With the creation of Andhra Pradesh state onuiistic basis marked the

beginning of the politics of regionalism in India.

There had also been a powerful intellectual moverfwerautonomy in the Dravidian
south, mainly in the old Madras state. In contimarabf a movement for the rights of
non-Brahmins against the monopolistic, hold of Bnals on administrative and
political positions started by Dravidian Associatiand the South Indian Liberal
Federation (the Justice Party) in 1917. The milgahamils set up in 1944, the
Dravida Kazhagam (DK), which called upon the Draandpeople of South India “to
guard against a transfer of power from the Britishthe Aryans”. It asked for a
separate South Indian state and for a completeragepa from the Indian Union.
However, with the increasing Tamilian charactertie Congress party and the
growth of the Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK) assteong political party
formed in 1949, had chastened the militant postitie DMK and they decided to
win power through ballot b8% In 1967, after the successful protest, the Diavid
Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK) became the first regioraityto win power through

ballot box*.

Besides this, the regional political party like tBkiv Sena was formed in 1960’s as
an anti-migrant movement in Maharashtra. The ARali in Punjab, which had arose

as an offshoot of the Sikh Gurdwara Reform Movenawfnt920’s, had since been

2 Maya Chadda (2013), “Integration Through Internal Reorganization: Containing Ethnic Conflict
in India”, in Sudha Pai (ed), Handbook of Politics in Indian States: Regions, Parties and Economic
Reforms, Oxford University Press, New Delhi, p.59.

2, Rajni Kothari (2013), Politics in India, Orient Blackswan Pvt. Ltd. New Delhi, p.333.

* Biswajit Mohapatra (2012), “Ethnic Conflicts, Politics of Regionalism and the Demand for
Nagalim: Perspectives on the Politics of Regional Accommodation and Autonomy”, The Indian
Journal of Political Science, The Indian Political Science Association, Merrut, April-June, Vol.LXXIII,
No.2, p.317.



the principal political arm of Sikhs in Punjab, kg for special political status for
their community in a state within the Indian Uniomhere the Sikh religion and
Punjabi language would be specially protected anchpted®. In Andhra Pradesh,
the Telugu Desam Party (TDP) formed in 1982, afgmeals to similar political and
social forces of regional nationaliém This had been the emergence of regional

political parties in India, to preserve and protaues identity.

The Indian party system is indeed complex and apoitant reason for this
complexity is the social heterogeneity, which haabdmit impossible for a single set
of parties to emerge across the coufltrfFor which, the numerous ramifications
multiplicity of parties in India is a social refiens®. In a large multi-nationality
nation state like India, the problem of integratpepple inhabiting different regions
with varied language, religion, culture and etheoenmunities had made the task an
arduous on@. However, until the late 1970s, the national it parties were able
to engage with such regional issues and offer ipalitalternatives to local and
regional demands. Through, sustained organizatiperadtration, the Congress party
was able to give the country a coherent and uni&adership, which could speak for
the nation as a whole. The fact that, historicétly Congress had developed as a

movement of protest, not only against the coloregime but also against some of

* _Paul R. Brass (2006), The Politics of India Since Independence, Cambridge University Press, New
Delhi, p.92

*® Ibid. p.91.

?’ . Zoya Hasan (ed) (2008), Parties and Party Politics in India, Oxford University Press, New Delhi,
p.2

%% _Ali Ashraf and L.N. Sharma (2010), Political Sociology: A New Grammar of Politics, University
Press Pvt. Ltd, Hyderabad, p.101

2 Thongkholal Haokip (2012), “Political Integration of North East India: A Historical Analysis”,
Strategic Analysis, Routledge, U.K. March, Vol.36, No.2, p.305
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the most stubborn features of traditional societg aocial regeneration, which was

as much at the heart of its programme as was tienahindependenég

The opening out of the party system in India fibggan through the internal
processes of dissidence within the Congress partwide variety of social and
political organizations emerged at all leV&land with the increasing political contest
from highly mobilised and articulate local and @l political actors since the
1980s, significant changes can be noticed in thain political process. Even
during the stable rule of Congress party duringOl98there had been two major
demands. The first was the demand for less ceimtiervention in the affairs of the
states, and the second was the plea for more 'sfadgipation in the national

governance.

Moreover, there was an enormous decline of the @ssgoarty prestige because of
the increase in corruptidhand the excessiveness done by the Congress paitygd

the National Emergency in 1975, which had creagat imong the various states
and ethnic groups of dominance by the central gowent. This has also led to the
emergence of regional political parties in Indiaptotect its own interest. Paul R.
Brass adds that, due to deliberate interferenceghef Congress with the state

legitimate jurisdiction and attempts to lower thegtige of the state leaders had

%% Rajni Kothari (2013), Op.cit, p.156.

> bid. p.177.

%2 | Amit Prakash (2010), “Regionalism, the Politics of Autonomy and Smaller States”, in Ajay K.
Mehra (ed), Emerging Trends in Indian Politics: The 15" General Election, Routledge, New Delhi,
p.189.

3 Balveer Arora (2004), “The Political Parties and the Party System: The Emergence of New
Coalitions”, in Zoya Hasan (ed), Parties and Party Politics in India, Oxford University Press, New
Delhi, p.518.

", Myron Weiner (1990), Party Politics in India: The Development of a Multi-Party System, Low
Price Publications, Delhi, p. 97.
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encouraged the state autonomy movements and thvethgraf regional feelings

throughout Indi&’.

Hence, the fear of dominance by the centre anddkd to protect one’s own interest
led to the emergence of regional political partresndia. It is no surprise that with
the maturing of the political process and the dheclof the Congress party, the
regional political articulations have come to acgua central place in the national
politics and determining electoral outcorffesToday, the success of the regional
parties is partly due to the failure of the Congrgsrty and partly due to the
effectiveness of the regional as against natioadigs in fulfilling their myriads of
regional and local probleriis In India, the regional political parties are afsomed

to attract the attention of the centre towardsstt@o-economic development.
Emergence of Regional Political Parties in North Est India

At the time of independence, the northeast measasand the princely states of
Manipur and Tripur&. In the context of North East India, it appeass tregionalism

has assumed a distinct ethnic connotation in theesthat ethnic groups in this part
of India led by their respective elite have beesedsg their rights as regional
entities by trying to extract as many concessiangassible from the central political
authoritied®. It is because, this region of India is inhabibgdnumerous tribes, each

distinct from each other particularly from mainlatia in terms of culture and

> Susmita Sengupta (2000), “Regionalism in Meghalaya: An Analysis of Perception of National
Political Parties”, in Girin Phukon (ed), Political Dynamics of North East India, South Asian
Publishers, New Delhi, p. 168.

%% Amit Prakash (2010), Op.cit, p.195.

*” 'H.H. Das and B.C. Choudhury (1990), Federal and State Politics in India, Discovery Publishing
House, New Delhi, p.3.

¥ Thongkholal Haokip (2012), Op.cit. p.304.

* Ibid. p.165.
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tradition and for some historical reasons, the fgeopthis region had always aspired
to preserve their special identity and had oppoakdsteps towards national
integration. To maintain such identity regionalipcél parties have emerged in this
region of Indid’. The tribal’s of the northeast initially formecetHill Leaders Union
in 1945 at Shillong in order to articulate theirlipcal aspirations. This Union

worked for the welfare of the Hill areas of As$am

Regionalism in the North-eastern context has alenhts added emphasis on the
internal self-determination of the community, bénguistic, tribal, religion or their
combination, as the predominant form in which regiem has sought to express
itself, historically as well as at present. Thid-getermination has taken the form of
the demand for statehood or state autonomy. Thiarnstate thus had to integrate
within its Federal union a vastly diverse and uddeeloped Northeast. The answer
was found in dividing the Assam state, and onceNhgaland state was a fact in
1963, the rest of the tribal nationalities in thertdeast could not be denied a state
The birth of Nagaland state had encouraged anteohwaill the hill tribes of Assam to
come ahead with similar demand. The hill leadersNoftheast India formed a
political organization called, All Parties Hill Ldars Conference (APHLC), which
used to meet occasionally and constitute plansdawites to achieve statehood for

the hill peoplé®.

*°  salma Abdul Sattar (2011), “Regionalism: A Great Threat to National Unity of India”, The Indian
Journal of Political Science, The Indian Political Science Association, Meerut, July-September, Vol.LXII,
No.3, p.763.

"' Thongkholal Haokip (2012), Op.cit. p.307.

> Maya Chadda (2013), Op.cit. pp.62-63.

# _Chandrika Singh (2004), North-East India: Politics and Insurgency, Manas Publications, New
Delhi, p.198.
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The three states in India, all in the northeastmelg Nagaland, Meghalaya and
Mizoram, which were created after1960s, 1970s &804, had been carved out of
Assam on the basis of tribal idenfityWhat had been about the north east India is
that, each tribe wants to maintain and preservi thstinct identity and they had
always feared about the dominance of majority celtaver them. The fear of
dominance of Assamese language and losing oneisityldanguage and culture had
led to many Hills movement and formation of mangioeal political parties based
on ethnic identity in the erstwhile-undivided Hitisstrict of Assam. The emergence
of People’s Party of Arunachal (PPA) in 1977 wag ofiethnic considerations,
committed to meet the aspiration of the indigenpesple of Arunachal Pradesh and
to preserve the distinct culture of its variedésbSo was the case with Federal Party
of Manipur (FPM) and Manipur People’s Party (MPR)daMizo National Front
(MNF), which was an illegal outfit until it was egrated in mainstream politics after

the Mizo peace accord in 1986, was also born oatlufic consideratidn

Moreover, due to geographical location this reglead been less developed as
compared from the mainland India, which had alsbttethe emergence of regional
political parties to demand for more economic cgsmn from the centre. So also,
the fear of economic exploitation at the handsubiolers has also led a very strong

regional movement in this region.

As in the case of Assam, where the economic anturallgrievances of the

Assamese middle class, which eventually culminateal strong regional movement

* _ Biswajit Mohapatra (2012), Op.cit. p.317.
* . https://newsphilosophy.wordpress.com/2012/01/28ietholitics-democracy-and-regional-
political-parties-in-north-east-india/
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under the leadership of the All Assam Students bffijavhich finally resulted in the
emergence of Asom Gana Parishad (AGP) in 1985herprotection of Assamese
identity. The principal driving force behind theseiof Asom Gana Parishad (AGP)
was the issue of legal and illegal migrations ofsmlers into Assam, particularly
from West Bengal and Bangladesh and their entrthénelectoral rolls, usually as
Congress party supporters. After a prolong andnoftelent agitation initiated by
Assamese students and politicians demanding thevanof illegal migrants from
the electoral roll in the state, an Accord was hedcwith the Central government on

this issue on August 1985

The crisis of identity is the corner stone in therious movements in North East
India*®, which had finally led for the emergence of regibpolitical parties in this

region. Besides this, the fear of dominance froheotajor culture and tradition and
disparity in economic development, had also beathan factors for the emergence

of regional political parties in northeast India.
Emergence of Regional Political Parties in Nagaland

There had also been a national movement in Nagdlased on distinct identity but
the split within the insurgent group led to thenf@tion of Reforming Committee by
some moderate insurgent leaders and which initittedNaga People’s Convention
(NPC) in 1957. The result of this convention waattit led to the creation of
Nagaland state in 1963. However, within the membafrsthe Naga People’s

Convention (NPC), some members opposed the sigrfiragreement between the

“®  B. Pakem (ed) (1993), Regionalism in India: With Special Reference to North East India, Har-
Anand Publications, New Delhi, p.15

7 Paul R. Brass (2006), Op.cit. p.93

*® Ibid. p.13
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Government of India and NPC members that resufiecteation of Nagaland state.
For these leaders, since the NPC members couldablet to bring the Naga
undergrounds to the negotiation table for whichneaéier the creation of state, it

could not bring peace in Nagaldid

With the creation of Nagaland state, the democraticess also started in the state.
The election to the first legislative assembly he state was announced as early in
1964 and for which these leaders wanted to forraliéigal party, which could bring
Naga underground to the negotiation table. Hertezy formed a regional political
party called the Democratic Party of Nagaland (DPM}h an objective to be a
facilitator and mediator between the Governmerindia and Naga underground, so
that the final and lasting solution to Indo-Nagditjzal problent® can be achieved.

This is how regional political party emerged in ldknd.

During the first state general assembly electidd he1964, there were two political
parties. The Naga Nationalist Organisation (NNO) aDemocratic Party of
Nagaland (DPN), both these party was regional aratter but the NNO party was
also regarded as an associate member of IndiaroridatCongress (INC), which

finally merged with the INC in the year 1976.

* Shurhozelie Liezietsu (2011), Op.cit. p.7
0 Celebrating 50 Years: Naga People’s Front Golden Jubilee (1963-2013), NPF, Kohima, p.25
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Statement of the Problem

Prior to the creation of Nagaland state, the géredegtion to Lok Sabha and state
assembly election in Assam in 1952 could not bd ireINagaland (the Naga Hills

then) due to insurgency problem. The Nagas wergesepted in the Assam

legislative assembly in 1957 but it was as a repredive of Nagas and not under
any political party. The creation of Nagaland staté963 and the announcement by
the Election Commission for the election of thetestgeneral assembly in 1964
started the electoral process in Nagaland. Duhegfitst general assembly election,
there were two political parties, the Naga Nati@taDrganisation (NNO) and

Democratic Party of Nagaland (DPN), both the panwere formed in 1963 and was
regional in character but the NNO party was alggarged as an associate party of

the Indian National Congress (INC).

The Democratic Party of Nagaland (DPN), was formaeder the leadership of Mr.
A. Kevichusa, with an objective to be a mediatawaen the Government of India
and Naga underground, so as to bring final solutidNaga political issue. The party
had ‘Cock’ as its party symbol, which symbolises ttawn of understanding, unity
and peace in the land. It had its motto derivedhftbe Latin word “Fide non armis”
which means “by faith not arms” as its guiding pipte for solving the Indo-Naga
political problemi*. The DPN contested against the NNO party in thst ftate

general assembly election in 1964 and it won 18¥eaut of 40 seats. However, all

>!Shurhozelie Liezietsu (2011), Op.cit. p.14
2 Nagaland Uncovered: Tracing a Journey (2012), Directorate of Information & Public Relations,
Government of Nagaland, Kohima, p.32
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the 12 MLAs of DPN resigned en bloc ofi Becember 1964 on the ground that,
the ceasefire agreement was reached between therrdoent of India and Naga

underground.

The nomenclature of the regional political party Nagaland changed from
Democratic Party of Nagaland (DPN) to United FrohtNagaland (UFN) and it

contested the second general assembly electio®68. 1Again, the nomenclature
was changed to United Democratic Front (UDF) arabittested the third and fourth
general assembly in 1974 and 1977. On both geassaimbly elections, the regional
political party won the election but could not abdecomplete the full tenure due to
politics of defection. The political process in M#&nd withessed some major
political developments in the late 1970s and e&880s. This period witnessed the
merger of NNO party with the Indian National Corgge(INC) in 1976, which

brought the Nagaland state in contact with the ste@am politics. However, on the
other hand, several people interpreted this mesgercompromising the Naga

autonomy, for which even a section of NNO membeatked out tod* from the

party.

With this merger, the national political party apped in Nagaland and the Congress
(I) party contested for the first time in the stgeneral assembly election in 1977.
However, the Congress party lost the election tsticceeded in winning 15 seats in
the state legislative assembly. The reason than#tm®nal party could not make

much impact in the state election was that, theonal party was considered as an

outside party by the Nagas. The National EmergeicQ75, which was followed

3 Bendangangshi (1993), Glimpses of Naga History, Naga Patriots, Guwahati, p.158
>* S. K. Chaube (1985), Electoral Politics in North East India, University Press, Madras, p.169
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by an autocratic rule of Congress party createceaa Hf dominance from the
Congress party among the people. As a result, tmg@ss party in Nagaland could
not able to appeal effectively to the Naga peopladentity basis, as the regional
party had been able to. However, the Congress pasty the 1982 and 1987 state
general election but due to politics of defectigngould not able to complete its
tenure. The Congress party succeeded in complétngconsecutive terms from

1993-1998 and 1998-2003 under the leadership af BBu@ir.

There had also been series of political defectiororag the party members in
Nagaland due to personal rivalries, personalitgleda and struggle for more power
and prestige. Due to this political defection amaing party members, many new
political parties were formed in Nagaland and thange in the party nomenclature
due to the merger of one party with the other parhys had also been the reason for
unstable ministry and downfall of many governme#ts.in the words of Yieptso
Wezah, “they fight among themselves because thie bcomes the fertile ground

for money grapping, corruption, exploitation aritiat activities™.

In the year 1998, the state of Nagaland also wsesnother major political event
in the Nagaland politics. The ninth state genesakably election held in 1998 was
boycotted by the NGOs in Nagaland headed by NadgeHbBhe Naga Hoho which is
the apex body of the tribal Nagas, boycotted treetmln under the slogan “No

solution, No election”, and requested all the jpdit parties not to participate or file

> Yieptso Wezah (2004), Prospect of Decentralised Gandhian and Christian Ethical Perspectives,
Cambridge Press, Delhi, p.81
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their nomination®. The Nagaland People’s Council (NPC), a regiowéitipal party

then, after a thorough debate among themselvesedrrat the decision not to
participate in the electidhand this paved the way for the unopposed returthef
Congress (Pf. The regional party supported this boycott caltshese an early

solution to Naga political issue was one of itsmabjectives.

In the tenth state general assembly election ir820@® regional party under the new
nomenclature Nagaland People’s Front (NPF) woretbetion and its victory in the
twelfth state general election in 2013, the redigparty had won for the third
consecutive term in Nagaland state general asseaiidyion. The regional political
party from DPN in 1963 to NPF party till date, haaderwent number of change in
party homenclature but the party aims, objectivestto and symbol had remained
the same. In the"™ General Convention of NPF party held in DimapurZSﬁ‘
November 2012, the Chief Minister of Nagaland, Meiphiu Rio, again reaffirmed
that the Indo-Naga peace process was the top ofdgBfda’, which was one of the
main objectives for the emergence of regional partilagaland. To give effect to
this party objective, the party had declared tp stewn if a solution is achieved on
Naga issue. Besides this, clean administratiorruption free and good governance

has also been the main objectives of the party.

Hence, an in-depth analysis on how regional palitigarty has emerged, how far

they have achieved in their aims and objectivesatwias been its role in socio-

*® H. John Sema (December 2012), “Electoral Politics in Nagaland: Debate on the Issue of Interim
Government and Alternative Arrangement for Nagas of Manipur”, in South Asia Politics, Vol.11,
No.8, Abhaya Kashyap, New Delhi, p.21.

7 Ibid. p.21.

# M.L. Ahuja (1998), Electoral Politics and General Elections in India (1952-1998), Mittal
Publications, New Delhi, p.138.

> The Nagaland Post, Friday, November 30, 2012, Dimapur, p.1.
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economic life of Nagas and its contribution in thdo-Naga peace process had been

very much felt and needed an in-depth study.

Review of Literature

The following section deals with the books andc#s in journals that had been

reviewed for the preparation of the proposed reseanrk.

Myron Weiner (1990), in his boolRarty Politics in India: The Development of a
Multi-Party System, helped in understanding how the party rank aledviithin the
party plays the role in creating splits and mergéhin the party. How personal
ambitions conflicts and struggle for more power Had the creation of many
political parties in the Indian political systemhi$ book helps to understand the

complexity of Indian political system.

Paul R. Brass (1977)he Politics of India Since Independencestates about the
deepening crisis of the national unity due to thaidn plural society. How various
regional movements, demand for more autonomy andlicobased on caste, class
and religion in Indian politics and the emergentgadlitical parties on that line is

threatening the unity of country is being statethis book.

Thomas Paulose and Gurpreet Kaur (eds) (192#)ies Politics and Parliamentary

Democracy, provides a comprehensive study on the major sssne developments
in the Indian politics is being made in this bo@khere it is helpful in understanding
how various political parties in India plays thelippes of reservation for its own
advantage, impact of religion in politics and thentnuity and change of the

ideology of the political parties in India.
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Paul Wallace and Ramashray Roy (eds) (20itja’'s 2009 Elections: Coalition

Politics, Party Competition and Congress Continuity how the Congress party is
changing its strategy in alliance formation, the@vwgng importance of regional
political party in coalition making. The nature afoalition government in
contradiction to their professed ideology and tluditipisation of ethnic and sub

ethnic antagonisms in the Indian political systead been stated in this book.

Arthur G. Rubinoff (1998)The Construction of a Political Community: Integration
and Identity in Goa, states about the formation of political partiesGoa based on
communal lines. The differences between the pamnvesre one supports for merger
with other state and other for statehood and haional political party emerged in

protest against the misrule of Congress party.

Ashutosh Kumar (ed) (2011), Regions Within Regions: Rethinking State Politicsn

India, describes how the negligence on the part of thge sgovernment in its
particular area, district and region had created & dominance of majority culture
by minority group. Which had led to various movemtsdior autonomous council and
statehood in various states in India, how the isdiee under development and
negligence had become the factor for regional idleatand voting pattern in the

states had been stated here in this book.

Niraja Gopal and Pratap Bhanu Metha (eds) (2010The Oxford Companion to
Politics in India, discuss a wide range of central issues in thak oewhich will enable
the scholars in understanding the concepts of tlsssees that India had been facing

in its political system.
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Peter Ronald deSouza and E. Sridharan (eds) (2b@'s Political Parties, the
changing stage in the Indian political system frome party dominant system to
coalition politics is stated here. That will enalbbeknow, how the inability of the
Congress party to adapt the ambitions of variooei®ehas led to the emergence of
numerous political parties. Increase in numerogsoral parties based on caste and

identities and the significant role it had beeryig at the centre.

Zoya Hasan (ed) (2008parties and Party Politics in India, is a book on the various
changes that had taken place within the politieatips in India. The changing social
base of the Congress party and the emergence diiHtiationalist party, so also, the
social cleavages which had transformed the pardiyigsoand had led to the creation

of political parties in India.

Rajini Kothari (1995),Palitics in India, writes about the challenges posed to the
Congress party from the regional party in the stadtew regional party had emerged
and the prospect of minority getting representetthéngovernment. How in a society
with its diversities, the political party is molsiling its support base and the impact of

modern education in politics, is what this book Haalt with.

Sudipta Kaviraj (1999)Politics in India, talks about the formation of political party
based on caste, ethnicity, minority identities @adelated politics. The formation of
regional political party to demand for more autoyosmd at times how the national
party supports the regional party, since the regiparty operates in a particular area

and it does affect the base of national politicaky
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S. A. Palekar (2006Rolitical System in India, has dealt with the changing trend in
Indian political system. It will help in understang about, the one party dominance
and how it became the factor for the emergencegibnal political parties in India.

So also, the author highlights the growing roleopposition with the emergence of

regional political parties in the Indian politicalstem.

Rekha Chowdhary (1991ljeology & Politics of Ruling Parties in India, had discuss
about what had influenced the ideology of the malitparty and how the ideology of
a political party is playing the role of bindingetiparty members and at a same time
causing splits within the party structure. It givas insight about the ideology of a

political party in India.

C. P. Bhambhri (1991Rolitical Process in Indig this book states about the ideology,
social and class composition of a political parntylndia. It will also be helpful in
understanding the differences and the conflicdeblogy among the political parties

and its effect on the masses.

Ajay K. Mehra (ed) (2010)Emerging Trends in Indian Politics: The 18" General
Election, had covered a wide aspects of factors that wiluénce the 18 general
election. Issues related to demand for more autgnadentity and regionalism is
dealt with. The growing significance of the regibpalitical parties and its role in
government formation at the centre, which had nthdenational parties to take on
regional issues in respective constituency, stateragion had been stated in this

book.
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Subhash C. Kashyap (ed) (199Cpalition Government and Politics in India, the
current problems and developments in the politicéndia that had been brought
about by the coalition government is being discdisaethis book. How the feeling
among the states in India of safeguarding their owarest has led to the emergence
of many regional political parties, which had bete reason for the coalition

government and the difficulty in running the caalitgovernment had been stated.

Sudha Pai (ed) (2013)andbook of Politics in Indian States: Regions, Pées and
Economic Reforms it is a collection of essay, which had dealt witle changing
political process in India. From one party domirewod Congress party to bi-party
system between the Congress and BJP led alliaoaesilti-party system, where the
regional political parties is not only playing amgortant role in their respective
states but also in the formation of governmenthat tentre. How the regional
political parties based on caste, class, tribeidentity had emerged to seek for more

protection and concession from the centre hadlmsao stated.

A.P. Padhi (ed) (1985hdian State Politics: A Case Study of Orissahad thoroughly

analysis various aspects of political process ins€ar the negative impact of
Congress system for which regional party had enteagea challenge to it. How the
era of coalition politics had given chance to regioparty to survive and its role in

raising the voice of the hill region.

H. H. Das and B. C. Choudhury (1996gderal and State Politics in India it will
enable the scholar to understand how the regiooldlgal parties emerged in India.
It had also states about the failure of the Corggpasty in addressing local problems

and too much of central dominance which had cretdad among the states. The
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reorganisation of states on the linguistic basikjciv had also encouraged the

emergence of regional political parties.

Partha Chatterjee (ed) (2008}ate and Politics in Indig has highlighted about how
the politicisation of local issues had increasethm voters in the assembly election
and the party fragmentation which has contributethe increase in the number of
contestant. It also states about the issues otitgenaste and minorities that over
shadowed the Indian politics and the split in thengress, which had led to the

emergence of regional parties in India.

S. N. Kaul (2001)Pynamics of Kashmir Politics how the lack of job opportunities,
exploitation, suppression and denial of basic ggbtthe Kashmiri people had led to
the emergence of political parties in Kashmir tonded for these basic rights had
been stated in this book. It had also thrown ligimt the change in party’s

nomenclature due to personal rivalry and to accodateall nationals under one

party.

B. Pakem (ed) (1993Regionalism in India: With Special Reference to Ndh East
India, is helpful in understanding how, the issues identity, language, customs and
foreign nationals that had been the reason belnaedédgional movements in north
east India, which led to the emergence of regiquaditical parties. So also, it also
states about the lack of economic growth due tayggahical isolation from main
land India had also been the reason for the rebipagy to demand for more

economic autonomy.
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Girin Phukon (1996)Politics of Regionalism in North East Indig how the politics of
identity in safeguarding one’s ethnic identity fréaneign nationals led to the strong
regional movements in Assam, which finally ledhe formation of regional political
party and how this politics of identity is having impact in state is stated here in

this book.

Girin Phukon and N.L. Dutta (eds) (199Pplitics of Identity and Nation Building in
Northeast India, is a book which has given a comprehensive arslgbout the
identity politics in north east India. How the cafised tendency of the central
government is responsible for identity assertiomantheast and the emergence of
regional parties and its increasing mass politicalbilisation on ethnic line to

overcome economic and social backwardness.

Girin Phukon (ed) (2000Rolitical Dynamics of North East India, states about how,
the political agenda of the regional political pestin North East India is influenced
by issues like, identity, language, under develapnmand exploitation. It is also
helpful in understanding the aims and objects efrégional party, which had also

been influenced by these issues.

B. C. Bhuyan (1989)Political Development of the North East the political

developments in northeast India that had been Itoaigout by growing feeling of
deprivation and negligence among the northeast Ipelopm the centre and the
political movements based on language and ideatity the emergence of regional

parties is being stated in this book.
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L.S. Gassah (1992Regional Political parties: In North East India, is a book on the

diverse regional political parties in northeastidndt had stated about the failure of
the national parties to accommodate the intereshetribal’s which had led to the
emergence of regional parties to demand for motenamy to safeguard its own

interest.

S. Bhatnagar and Pradeep Kumar (eds) (1¥88)ional Political Parties in Indig is
about those regional political parties which areted in their own regional
grievances and do not aim to provide national métve to Congress party at the
centre is dealt with. It is also on the politicadvelopments that had taken place
between the regional party and the Congress partynbre autonomy and economic

aid.

S.K. Chaube (1985Electoral Politics in Northeast India, had analysed the political
process and the sixth Lok Sabha election in thahdast India in his book. It had
stated about the gaining momentum of issues likguage, illegal migrants and
distinct identity among the political parties irethortheast India and its impact on

politics.

P.S. Dutta (ed) (1986Flectoral Politics in North East India, highlights the lack of

clear cut policies and programmes of the regiomditipal parties besides national
party and had also stated about the role of tréhadlents and youth movement in
bringing regional parties together and the issddsoandary, foreign nationals and

tribal identity in the electoral politics.
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Sandeep Shastri, K.C. Suri and Yogendra Yadav, (e@é$) (2009)Electoral Politics

in Indian States, gives a comprehensive analysis on the stateiqsolit India, where
it will be helpful in understanding the differenbting pattern in different states in
India among the gender, caste, class and religioichavhad a direct impact in the
politics of India. The changing social base of @as political parties in the Indian

states is also been stated.

Moin Shakir (1986)State and Politics in Contemporary Indig the rise of regional

bourgeoisie and its state based parties, whiclp@sig threats to national parties. It
also states about, under what circumstances the gtaties emerged and different
political parties based on different ideologie®ldaste, class and religion and its role

on Indian politics.

Susmita Sen Gupta (200®adical Politics in Meghalaya: Problems and Prospés,

states about how the Communist Party of India (CfBi)its lack of clear-cut policy
on the issues like protection of tribal identityhel party wrong mass mobilisation
based on class rather than on ethnic lines, wiachni important factor in the hill

states, had hampered the growth of CPI in Meghalaya

Ravindra Pratap Singh (1981g|ectoral Politics in Manipur: A Spatio-Temporal
Study, gives an account of the variations in the vopiattern in the different district
of Manipur due to geo-differences. Where the isdikes education and Manipuri
language dominated the Valley district and the assi integration with the
neighbouring states dominates the Hills districtwill also help to understand the
different voting pattern among the different trilpeglople and its support to different

political parties.
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B. B. Kumar (2005)Naga Identity, is a book, which had described about the origin
of Nagas, how the state was created and how @lparties emerged in Nagaland.
The manner in which the state was created haddfaibe solve the insurgency

problem and insurgency politics in Nagaland is assed here in this book.

Chandrika Singh (2004Naga Politics: A Citical Account, the author had stated
about the emergence of Nagaland state and thdcpblgrocess thereafter in his
book. It enables to understand the in-depth allmupbolitical parties and the issue of

insurgency in the Nagaland politics.

Kuhoi K. Zhimomi (2004)Politics and Militancy in Nagaland, gives a clear account,
which will help in understand, on how the stateN#galand and political parties
emerged. So also, how the Naga political issue infldenced the politics in

Nagaland and the trend of politics in Nagaland.

Thongkholal Hoakip (March, 2012)Pblitical Integration of the Northeast India:

A Historical Analysis, Srategic Analysis, had analysed how the government had
failed to meet the various political aspirations tbe ethnic groups during the
integration process in northeast. The feeling ofntaining one’s distinct identity
and demand for more autonomy from regional politigarties had become an

obstacle in the process of political integratiorthia Northeast India.

Annop Sadanandan (March/April, 2012Bridling Central Tyranny in India: How
Regional Parties Restrain the Federal GovernménAsian Survey, the article had

dealt with the rise of regional parties. How witls growing importance in the
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formation of the government at the centre since M@80s had been successful in

imposing political restraint on the centre for thesuse of Article 356.

Devin K. Joshi (October 2012)The Impact of India’s Regional Parties on Voter
Turnout and Human Developmefit Journal for South Asian Development, had
stated about the increase in the voter turnoubdasd states where regional political
parties had been in power for at least 5 yeargordeement of human development
as the regional parties knows better the regiomatiments and local grievances and

for which it had also been the factor for incremseoters.

M. Umapathy (July/September, 1997¢;Hallenges to the Indian Political systém
The Indian Journal of Political Science, highlights about the challenges to the Indian
political system. Where the writer states about tivie the political party in India
can make the citizens to accept their rule as nyobahding on them to have the
legitimacy over them and does the political pady bave the capacity to deliver the

social and economic justice to its citizens or not.

Lal Bahadur Shastri (Jan/March, 196 R€flections on Indian Politic§ The Indian
Journal of Political Science, the former Indian Prime Minister speaks aboutrtiuti
cultural society in India which had encouraged maagional political parties to
emerged and how it had posed serious challengesghrelections. He also states
about the narrow politics of regionalism above aradi loyalty and the politics of
casteisms that had stood in the way for homogemsoggety, which is a serious

challenge in the Indian politics.
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Salma Abdul Sattar (July/September, 2011Redionalism: A Great Threat to
National Unity of India’, The Indian Journal of Political Science, gives a detalil
account on how the lack of homogeneity and inabditthe national political party
to accommodate all problems of the regions hadngnse to regional party. It also
enable to understand the role played by the rebipaiy in preserving their own
identity at the cost of national identity and threwing influence of regional party at

the centre.

Chandrika Singh (December 1980)\Ndgaland-From District to State: Culmination
of Political and Democratic Proce8s The Indian Journal of Political Science,
narrates about the issues and problems of the NAgasg the British rule and how
it led to a conflict with India. The peace effodsd agreements that led to the

creation of state and the beginning of democraticgss is highlighted.

C. A. Perumal (Jan/March, 1987Ré&gionalism and Political DevelopméentThe
Indian Journal of Political Science, the reality of the increasing population in India
and the inability of the political institution taay to absorb this increasing people is
mention here. How this had deprived some sectiorthef people, which had
encourage the feeling of regionalism and emergehceegional party to defend its

own interest is stated in this article.

K.M. Sharma, Jiwan Devi and Anjali Verma (Jan/Mar@012), ‘Impact of
Religion, Caste and Political Parties on Tribal Mg of District of Kinnaur of
Himachal PradesHh, The Indian Journal of Political Science, states about using

religious ceremonies as a platform to introduce pramote the image of a leader
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and the dominance of higher caste in the electitbrenables to understand the role

of religion and the caste on the electoral outcomes

Alak Bhattacharya (July/September, 2007riBal Politics of Tripura: A Study in

Electoral Behaviout, The Indian Journal Political Science, the writer states about
the Communist party success in organising peoplesdgial movements, that had
made party so popular among the hill people. Thees like, refugee problem and

Bengalis national, which had been a dominatingofaict tribal politics.

H. John Sema (December 2012 léctoral Politics in Nagaland: Debate on the
Issue of Interim Government and Alternative Arrangeent for Nagas of

Manipur”, South Asia Poalitics, the writer had stated about the political pariies

Nagaland which had no specific ideology and prognanrof action. The lack of
ideas and vision among the political parties in &lagd to provoke the minds of
electorate and to develop political consciousng&é& writer had also highlighted
about how there had been lack of intellectuals iwithe political party members
which had led to poverty of innovative ideas and thsue of solving the Naga

political problem as one of the most common featudagaland state politics.

Era Sezhiyan (August 12-18, 2005)Pdlitical Parties in Federal Indi,

Mainstream, states about the basic contradiction in Indialitipe that, where as the
country has federal constitution but the politiparties which participate in the
elections and working of the federal system of goa&ece is a highly centralised
party. It also states about having de-centralisadypwith more power to lower

levels to decide the local issues.
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Barun Das Gupta (April 5-11, 2013),Tripura Votes for CPI-M agairi,
Mainstream, enables the scholar to understand why the CPleM &again in Tripura.
The writer states that, the faction ridden in then@ress party, clashes over the
distribution of tickets, lack of sustain politic@lovement against the ruling party and
the Congress Party activeness only during the iele¢tad caused Congress party

defeat in Tripura.

Pushpa Kumari (2011),The Changing Nature of the Party Systémin Neera
Chandhoke and Praveen Priyadarshi (edsitemporary India: Economy, Society,
Politics, Chapter 16, states about the changing party raystelndia and will be
helpful in understanding how regional party emerged its role as an important
factor in state and central politics. This artialso touches the problems and crisis

that confronts the Indian party system.

Sanjay Kumar Pandey (2011),Pdlitics of Belonging: Identity and State
Formation”, in Joana Pfuff-Czarnecka and Gerard Toffin (ed%je Politics of
Belonging in Himalayas: Local Attachments and Boundry Dynamics, Chapter 5,
gives an in-depth study about the politics of bginog in Nagaland, which led to
identity formation and statehood. The writer alsates about the Naga politics of
belonging, which is not to protect their identitutito exclude others from them.
How the constitution of India had failed to protélacé aspiration of Nagas is stated

here.

Despite all these available literatures, none efrtlhas dealt on the regional political
parties in Nagaland. Therefore, the researcherddcio fill the gap by making a

study on the emergence and role of regional palifparties in Nagaland. So as to
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find out, how regional political parties emergedNagaland, what are their aims and
objectives and how it functions. The role of thgioaal political parties in the socio-
economic life of Nagas, which will be helpful inderstanding the regional political

parties, that is in existence and functioning irgaland.

Objectives of the Study

% To study the emergence of Regional Political PsuitieNagaland.
% To analyze the role of Regional Political PartietNagaland.
% To provide a critical approach to the contributadrRegional Political Parties

in Nagaland.

Relevance of the Study

The findings of the present work will provide arsight into the entire issues
concerning regional political parties in Nagala&ah far, no such work has been
carried out in the context of the state of Nagaland thus this work will be the

reference point to the future researchers.

Contribution to the Area of Knowledge

The present work will enable to know how the regiopolitical party emerged in
Nagaland. What had been its role in the politisakial and economic development
in Nagaland since its emergence. Whether the ragipolitical party been able to
address the political, social and economic problefrtie Nagas or not. In this way,
it will broaden the area of knowledge regarding tbgional political party and its

role in Nagaland state.
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Methodology

The study is analytical and empirical in approant &he universe of the study had

covered the regional political parties in Nagaland.

Sources of Data

Sources of primary data

Simple random sampling technique was adopted tteatoprimary data using
guestionnaire. In the sample, 300 (three hundegspandents who were 18 years and
above within Nagaland were included and the dallaacted from questionnaire were

supplement by personal interview.

Sources of secondary data

Secondary source was collected through books, gsirnewspapers, magazine and
various publications of the state governments, bhglved data like personal diary

and through web sites.

Data Analysis

The data collected was analyzed using percentagieh@nresult is presented in the

forms of tables and figures.
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Tentative Chapterization

Chapter 1: Introduction

Regional Political Parties: A Theoretical Perspectie

This chapter covered the theoretical frameworkestant of the problem, review of
literature, objectives, relevance of the study @adcontribution to the area of the

knowledge and research methodology of the study.

Chapter 2: Evolution of the State of Nagaland andhte Emergence of Political Parties

in Nagaland

This chapter had dealt on the evolution of Nagalané state and had included the

emergence of political parties in Nagaland.

Chapter 3: Factors for the Emergence of Regional Ritical Parties in Nagaland

This chapter had attempted on the factors that vesgonsible for the emergence of

regional political parties in Nagaland.

Chapter 4: Role of Regional Political Parties in Ngaland: A Critical Appraisal

This chapter had dealt on a critical appraisaltanrble of regional political parties

in Nagaland

Chapter 5: Findings and Conclusion

The fifth chapter is the findings and conclusiorthe research.
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Chapter 2

Evolution of the State of Nagaland and the Emergercof Political Parties in

Nagaland.
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Historical Background of Nagas
Origin of the word ‘Naga’

Nomenclature facilitates distinction. That is whargons, communities, nations, race
and things around us have their own names. Thexgehmwever, names, which,
though established by usage, are constantly inutisprhen their suitability has
outlived itself, and their origin and sources arst lin remote obscurity. The word
‘Naga’ is one such nameThe word ‘Naga’ itself is shrouded in mystery an,
most probably, a name given by non-N&gaMany writers have attempted to sort
out the derivation of the term ‘Naga’. AccordingJohnstone (1896), the word Naga
may had been derived from the Assamese word ‘Nagaaning naked Another
theory states that, the word ‘Naga’ had been ddrivem the Sanskrit word ‘Nag’
which means ‘snak&’ as it was believed that the Nagas were snake hipqmrsr
earlier. However, the Nagas neither worship thekanaor this kind of name was
given to those worship snakes in other parts ofaln8o also, the theory of Naga
means naked cannot be accepted as those peoplg dontiguous to the Nagas and
who had been traditionally less clothed then thgdsahave not been graced with

this appellation

Among the various theories regarding the originthed word ‘Naga’, the largely

accepted viewpoints are taken from the etymologythef word ‘Naga’ and it's

! .M. Horam (1992), Naga Polity, Low Price Publications, Delhi, p.21

?  Charles Chasie (2005), The Naga Imbroglio: A Personal Perspective, Standard Printers &
Publishers, Kohima, p.29

> UA. Shimary (2007), Naga Population and Integration Movement, A Mittal Publications, New
Delhi, p.23

* . Ibid. p.22

> Ibid. p.29
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varying connotations in the Burmese. In Burma, Naga tribes are called Na-Ka,
which in Burmese means people or men or folk wigrged ear lobes. Piercing of
the ear lobes is a wide spread practice among HuaNribes. In fact, earlier, the
piercing ceremony forms a very important initiatiate for young boys who are
about to enter the manhdod he other view, which had also been largely aiszkp

is given by Holcombe and Peal, who find the originNaga’ in the word ‘Nok’

which means ‘folk’ and as the Naga people usedvih groups, they came to be

called as ‘Naga’ later dn
Origin and Migration of the Nagas

Nagas are Mongoloid race inhabiting the hilly anoumtainous regions between the
Brahmaputra river in India and the Chidwind rivar Myanmar, in the states of
Nagaland, Manipur, Arunachal Pradesh and Assamdialand Eastern Nagaland in
Myanmar, between 93-96 East longitude and 24-2%HNatitud€. However, until
today, the places of the origin of the various Nagbes remain an unsolved
mystery. The fact that, the Nagas lived in such inhosfitabountains terrains and
that the people from the plains could not establishny contact with them and as a

result very little is known about their early histtf.

It appears that Central Asia, centuries before linth of Christ was a place of

numerous bands of people who were forced by cirtamees to move towards the

®  Hokishe Sema (1986), Emergence of Nagaland: Socio-Economic and Political Transformation and
the Future, Vikas Publishing House Pvt. Ltd New Delhi, p.3

7. Kuhoi K. Zhimomi (2004), Politics and Militancy in Nagaland, Deep & Deep Publications Pvt. Ltd.
New Delhi, p.4

g, Joseph S. Thong (2011), Glimpses of Naga Legacy and Culture, Society for Naga students’ Welfare,
Kerala, p.17

° . Ibid. p.4

1% Ashikho Daili Mao (1992), Nagas: Problems and Politics, Ashish Publishing House, New Delhi, p.9
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south-western part of Asia in search of better tasibn. These people were
originally known as non-Chinese Chiang tribes ahdytspread over to China,
Indonesia, Philippines, Myanmar, Bhutan and IHdi@he fact that the Nagas have
many cultural affinities with those living in rengotparts of South East Asian
countries like the Dyaks and Koyan tribes of Bor(l@donesia), the Batlak tribes of
Sumatra (Malaysian), the tribes of Formosa (TaiwHr® tribes of New Guineas, the
Melasesian, the Polensian and the tribes of Sarafakalaysid®. For which, the
bulk of the Naga groups could have been one ofetlgr®ups, which took the
westerly direction from Yunan province and uponcheag the head-waters of
Irrawady and Chidwin rivers, bifurcated in sevedakctions, ultimately leading to
Tibet to Assam, to the hill range between Assam Bodma. There is further
possibility of yet another wave that came from Swth East islands taking a north

westerly direction and entered the Naga Hills uSngna as a corriddt

From all accounts, the Nagas reached their pregeographical locations from,
possibly, three eastern routes; one from the Seash and South to North, one from
straight across the Irrawady-Salween-Chindwin negiod a possible third from the
Northeast. However, all routes come through predagtMyanmal®. According to

Naga legends, almost all the Nagas point towardkhklaand its surrounding areas

as of their origin and dispersion. Makhel is a $mdlage of the Mao Nagas at

-
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Senapati district of Manipur state However, this theory lacks any historical facts

and evidence.

About the origin and migration of the Nagas, machddars had established the

origin of the Nagas to South East Asian countries.
Nagas and the Ahoms

The Ahoms are said to be one of the first outsidersome into contact with the
Nagas sometime in 1228 A.D, when the former entéteshm through the Naga
hills from Myanmar. The Ahoms are also Mongloide Bpeak Siamese-Chinese
speech. Sukapha was the first prince of the Ahdmgdonm®. Assam Buranjis
(Chronicle) had recorded that by the time the Ahaarme to Assam in the thirteen
century, Nagas were already settled in their ptesemeland. It has also written of
the Naga resistance to Sukapha, the founder ofAtiem kingdoni’. Historical
evidences had shown better contact between the sNagd the Ahoms and the
Cacharis of the Plain areas Assam during the Brii-occupation. In those days,
neither the Ahoms nor the Cacharis attempted terfere in the sovereignty of the
Naga village staté& For which even, Sir Edward Gaith, author of tres@m history
writes as, the hilly tract inhabited by varioub&s known to us collectively as Nagas
had never been subjugated by the Ahoms, and itnwgsart of the British policy to
absorb it’. In 1401 A.D. a treaty was concluded between @pha, the kings of

Mungkang and the Ahom king Sudangpha, accordinghich Patkai was fixed as

> U.A. Shimary (2007), Op.cit. p.24

. R. Vashum (2005), Op.cit. p.60

. V.K. Nuh (2002), The Naga Chornicle, Regency Publications, New Delhi, p.15

. Joseph S. Thong (2011), Op.cit. p.28

. Y.L. Roland Shimmi (1998), Comparative History of the Nagas: From Ancient Period till 1826,
Inter-India Publications, New Delhi, p.155
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the boundary between the two countries. The tw@g&uoains met on the side of the
Nongnyang Lake, 28 miles southwest of Margherita emncluded the negotiations

for peacé’.

There had been frequent contacts between the Naghshe Ahoms, which were
sometimes fierce resulting in battles and someticoedial for reasons of conducting
peaceful trade relations, which were conductedutinobarter systeth The first

Ahom invasion of Dimapur took place in 1490 A.Dt l[duvas repulsed, but in 1536
A.D. during another invasion, the Kachari king Degswas killed and the city was
almost destroyed. The strained relations betweerNidga and the Ahom kingdom
continued unabated until the™6entury A.% In the 17" century A.D. during the

reigns of Suchinpha (1644-1648) and Jayadhraj Sjh648-1663), the relationship
between the Ahoms and the Nagas improved and Wessean exchange of gifts such
as, gongs, spears and daos from the Nagas anthgabeads and cotton from the

Ahomg>,

The relation between the Ahom kings and the Nagglpenvas maintained through a
confederation, which was periodically held in thaepital of the Ahoms. It was

established mainly for trade purposes of the Nagése plains and in turn, the latter
were restrained from committing outrages in theinsfA& Trade had been an
important factor in the relationship between th@&kand the Ahoms and for which

both side had always restrained to some extenaiding each other. As for the

?°B.B. Kumar (2005), Naga Identity, Concept Publishing Company, New Delhi, p.113
a* Bendangangshi (1993), Op.cit. p.40

2 S.H.M. Rizivi and Shibani Roy (2006), Naga Tribes of North East India, B.R. Publishing
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2 M. Horam (1992), Op.cit. p.6

**Y.L. Roland Shimmi (1998), Op.cit. p.154
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Nagas, they need their daily necessities of like kalt, dried fish, rice and iron
made agricultural implemerits For which the Ao Nagas have always been friendly
with the Ahom kings and they never raided the glaifiAssam for head huntiffg
Even inter-marriage had taken place between themAKng Godadhar Singh and

Ao Naga girl called Sentishila also known as Jangyald”.

For the Ahoms, they tried to maintain friendshipabteast a no-war treaty with the
Nagas for two main reasons. The first was, theaegjra importance of the Naga area
and the security of the Ahom kingdom and the secaad due to economic
considerations. The Ahoms were at war with the Basenand had to protect their
frontiers. That is why wise Ahoms kings and Staimsrpacified Naga Chiefs by
making them nobles, giving them high ranks in tHeom army and gifting lands.
The Ahoms also stood to benefit economically ifytineaintained friendly relations
with the Nagas, who had number of brine-wllsThe Ahoms also never regarded
the Nagas as their subjettsThere had also been instance where the Nagas had

supported the Ahoms in their war against the Buenagsl during internal revolt.

Whatever may be the nature of the relationshighefAhoms and the Nagas, it was
only a section of few Naga tribes and villages whme into contact with the Ahoms
for centuries together, while the rest of the nwousrNaga tribal sections were not

touched and so continued to live in their respectige-old village statés

. S.H.M. Rizivi and Shibani Roy (2006), Op.cit. p.7
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Nagas and the British

The history of the Nagas with the British is fufl incidents of raids and counter
raids by the villages and punitive actions of th@igh government until the Nagas
learned the pacific way of Iif& The British came in contact with the Nagas only
after the collapse of the Ahoms and Cachar kingdamibhe first British action that
affected the Naga people was the treaty of Yandaih@4 February 1838 It was a
treaty, which was concluded between the Britisht BFaia Company and the king of
Burma, Ava, which made the former political mastéthe whole of Brahmaputra

valley by forcing the Burmese to retreat from thdian territorie¥’.

Initially, the British did not show any sign of erest in conquering the Naga
territories, as the Naga territory did not have aignificance in terms of economic
viability for the British East India Company. Whaad been the general perception
of the British about the people in the Naga Hillgl deyond was that they were all
wild savages, continuously at war with each otkeeking the heads of their enemies
as trophie¥. Therefore, they decided to leave the Nagas ias litowever, what had
been of British interest in the Naga territory fateh was that, they wanted to
establish a direct communication from Assam to Manfor easy administration and
this could be only possible by finding routes viagd Hill$°. For which, in 1832, an

expedition led by Captain Jenkins and Pambertongaleith 700 soldiers and 800

. B.B. Kumar (2005), Op.cit. p.121
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. Charles Chasie (2005), Op.cit. p.35

. Kuhoi K. Zhimomi (2004), Op.cit. pp.9-10
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coolies travelled Angami territotto find out the possible route. This British swyrve

party on their way down to Dimapur had to facefteece Nagas.

Though initially the British did not want to intere in the internal affairs of the
Nagas, yet the constant raid by the Nagas on thsiBsubjects living in the plains
attracted the immediate attention of the Britishv&ament towards the Nagis
The British East India Company decided to interfarthe affairs of the Naga tribes,
who raided the villages in the plain and lifted gwehatever they could carry. They
thought that the only effective check to bring toemd to such ‘unlawful’ activities
of the Nagas lay, in the eyes of the Colonial inlsending military expedition$ In
1838, the Court of Directors also decided thatNlaga affairs would come directly
under the preview of the British governmi®ntTo give effect to this policy, the
British government dispatched at least ten militapeditions to the territories
occupied by the Naga people between 1839 to 483bese military expeditions
were sent to Naga territories, to find out the oeasfor Naga raids, to befriend with
the Nagas, to stop the raids and to be acquainiddtiae topography of the Naga
Hills. The success of these military expeditions ba seen in the year 1845, when
Captain John Butler succeeded in concluding a mgmession pact with the Naga

Chiefs on December 11, 1845

" Joseph S. Thong (2011), Op.cit. p.29
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However, this kind of agreement and pact did nat #r® Naga raid on plain area.
The Nagas went away from their word and continuedntensify their raids on
plains area. As for the Nagas, the resentment sigdia British was not only fuelled
by their encroachment of tribal habitat but als@ do prohibiting hill tribes from
plundering and raiding the plafis The Nagas were not willing to accept the
supremacy of the British nor they were ready t@rete the interference in their
internal affairs. On the other hand, the Britislvggmment, send military expedition
to counter the raids done by the Nagas, the Nd{pges were burnt down and fine
was imposed as a punishment. The conflict betwbenNagas and the British
reached to its height, when Bhogchand, the Darogdrdish police post at
Samaguting (presently Chumukedima) in 1849 wasespbtr deatff. This greatly
outraged the British, for which an expedition wassghtched under Lieutenant
Vincent and his troops occupied Mezoma. In his ioomtion with military
expedition to subjugate the Nagas, saw a bloodjebatthe year 1851, between the
Kekruma villagers and the British Army. Many Nagesre killed and some of them

were taken as captives by Vincént

The Kekruma battle fought between the Naga warramd the British security
forces, also incurred a heavy loss on the Britighe,sfor which, the British
Government thought to withdraw its activities fratme Naga Hill8®. The Naga

resistance and opposition against the British aclvaed the British Government of

*Jelle J.P. Wonters (2012), “Reconfiguring Colonial Ethnography: The British Gaze over India’s
North-East”, in T.B. Subba (ed), North-East India: A Handbook of Anthropology, Orient BlackSwan,
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India to adopt the policy of non-interference ie tagas affaifé. Lord Dalhousie,
the Governor-General of British India, said orf"2ebruary 1851, that, | dissent
entirely from the policy of taking possession o tNaga Hills and establishing of
our sovereign over savage inhabitants, our possessuld bring no profit to us, and
would be as costly as it would be unproductive. Bnigéish government therefore,
ordered for the withdrawal of British troops fromet Angami are4& This non-

interference policy of the British government latster 15 year¥.

It was expected that this policy of non-interferenwould lead to peace or
withdrawal of raids into the British territory. Hewer, such hopes were belied
because the Nagas continued their raids unabatech E854 to 1865 there were as
many as nineteen raids resulting in the loss of BB&sh subjects including some
officers’®. The local British officials in Assam begun totiise the policy of non-
interference of the British government, as theyievel that it might caused
embarrassment before their subjects in the pla@ga.afhey wanted a policy of
annexing the Naga territory into British Empire. @flmnad been the reluctance of the
British government to send further military expedis to the Naga Hills was that of
the cost of expenditure and no profit in returm.Gecil Beadon, the newly appointed
Lieutenant Governor in 1866, who believed in acfpadicy, gave his view that, “in
the course of a few years Assam would be dividedrayst the Bhutias, Abors,
Nagas, Garos, Mishmis and other wild tribes” in@hsence of British interfereriée

The British Government of India, considering thisw, finally decided in 1866 to
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totally abandoned the non-interference policy aeddkd to enter the hills boldly on
the pretext of civilising the Nagas and annexingaa of the Naga territory to the
British Empire. Then it was followed by a long metiof 23 years, during which
period the bloodiest battles the Nagas had ever weee fought against the British

aggressort.

In 1866, as the government had decided on a nenypthe features of which were,
appeasement, punitive action and economic sancijahe Government of British
India agreed to the proposal to establish the iDistf Naga Hills. The Naga Hills
District, therefore was formed with Samaguting (@lwkedima) as the Deputy
Commissioners’ Headquarters, which comprise thatigo lying, to the west of
Dhansiri and on the south bank of Doyang, togetiwéh the Angami Hills.
Lieutenant John Gregory was the first Deputy Corsioiser®. The British had
carved out this district purely for administratiparpose and they name it as the
Naga Hills District®>. The occupation of Samaguting was also followed thwy
opening of a school and a dispensary, the extensiadnade and construction of
roads linking up the hills with the plaiffsWith this, administrative set up marks the

beginning of the British policy of annexing the Magrritory in British Empire.

In 1875, the British headquarters was shifted takkéo which was inhabited by the

Lotha Naga. The main aim for this shift was to pobtthe adjoining district of
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*®  Birendra Chandra Chakravorty (1981), British Relations with the Hills Tribes of Assam: Since
1858, Firma KIm Pvt. Ltd. Calcutta, p. 87
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Nowgong and Sibsagar in Assam from inroads of thgas on the border of the
British Indian territory’. However, for the British the real problem was &regami
Nagas, whose frequent raids in the plain area leadrbe a problem for the British
subjects living there. For which, they wanted dadle place for their headquarters
in Angami area, so that, they can effectively chédase raids by Angami. In March
1878, the Chief Commissioner of Assam, Sir S.C.|8gyreported after personal
exploration that, he considered Kohima to be th&t bte for headquarters for the
political officer commanding and hence the headquarters was shifted to Kohima o

March 19, 1879.

The Nagas strongly resisted to this advancemetiteoBritish in the Naga territory,
as they were not ready to accept the British attthofhe British also wanted to
crush the Angami Nagas resistance forever. HeheeBtitish send Brig. General J.
L. Nation on November 17, 1879, to subdue the Arigar®n the other hand, the
Angami began to prepare themselves with a view afjing a big war against the
British near Kohima. They smuggled a large numbeifirearms and collected
weapons like spear, daos, bow and arrow in largetity to fight the BritisA”. This

battle came to be known as the battle of Khononrallly, on March 27, 1880, after
the severest fighting ever known in the hills, Betish took over the Khonoma
village, which was attacked on November 22, £&7phis battle not only brought an
end to serious hostility that was existing in N&tjls, but also created a full-fledged

Naga Hills District in 1880, which marked a new ghan the history of British
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India’s relation with the Nag&s By 1888, a seat for administration was establishe

in Kohima, Wokha and Mokokchufiy

In the history of the Nagas with the British, tiheee Acts of the British left a deep
impact in the Nagas life. The Regulating Act of 3/Which passed the Inner Line
Regulation that, prohibits the plains people fragefentry to the Naga Hill area. The
Government of India Act 1919 that, authorised tlové&nor of Assam to rule the hill
people, keeping them away from Legislative Acts etmelGovernment of India Act,
1935, which declared the Naga Hills District inchgl other districts of Assam as
“Excluded Area”, which kept these districts outrfr&General Administratidfi. On
the social life, inter village fights and raids wstepped and head hunting practice

was criminalised sometime in 1928 snd the advent of Christianity.
Nagas During Pre-Indian Independence

The roots of Naga nationalism precede India’s ledelenc that can be traced
back to the formation of the ‘Naga Club’ in KohifhaDuring the First World War in
1918, some of the Nagas went to France as a lalmops to support the Allies. This
force consisted of 1000 Semas, 400 Lothas, 200 208, Rengmas and a large
number of smaller groups The war had brought the Nagas into close contitbt

different nationalities and the people with difierevays of thinking and ethical
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values. The Nagas were now wise and sophisticateédvaat was more, he was very
political minded®. From their contact with totally a different ciziéd people, the
Nagas came to realize their own ethnic, linguistagial and cultural uniqueness. On
their return, they were instrumental in forming tNaga Club’ at Kohima in 1918
This very Naga Club worked towards bringing unitgamg the various Naga tribes
and for social and political awakening among thega#$a The first political
opportunity that came to Naga Club was in the ¥&€&29, when Simon Commission
visited India. This Simon Commission came to Kohiora1d" January 1929, the
Naga Club got an opportunity and submitted a Memauwan to this Commission. In
its Memorandum, the Naga Club, stated that, thealldgd nothing in common with
the people of India, who are either Hindu or Muslirtt further stated that, “we are
looked down upon by one for our beef and the otbeour pork and both for our
want of education, which is not due to any faultooirs”. The Nagas for which
appealed not to be included in the Reformed Schanage“not to be thrust to the

mercy of people who could never subjugate us”,thrdefore to be left alofk

What had to be noted here is that, this was tkeduollective effort on the part of the
leading individuals from different Naga tribes foell out their view on the future

status of the Naga peoffe The desire of the Nagas to live independent astd n
under anyone’s subjugation once again as they bei@e, found its expression in

the Simon Commission. The British on the other hdwadl also shown sympathy for
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the Nagas aspiration. While discussing, the Simomission proposals for the
Naga Hills in the House of Commons on May 1935. ©@h¢he Members of the
House, Mr. Cadogan, who had conversation with thgds in the Naga Hills, said
that, this hills men ‘resent’ even the slightesg@aion that something is being done
to take away from their immemorial rights and cus$G. Basing on the reports and
recommendations of the Simon Commission, the BriBvernment, passed the
Government of India Act 1935. Under this Act, tiNaga Hill District’ was declared
as ‘Excluded Area’. It also stated that, no Actled Federal Legislature or of Assam
Legislature was to apply to the Naga Hills. Undect®n 92 of the 1935 Act, the
Executive authority of the Province Assam exteniettie Naga Hills District, but as
an Excluded Area, the Governor shall exercise tmgtions in his discretion in all
matter relating to the Hills district. Thus, theddaHills was not brought within the
fold of Indian policy®. However, this Act did not mention clearly abtie Nagas
right to be independent but it kept the Naga Hbistrict away from the British
India, and this Act sowed the seed of discontentnbetween the Nagas and the
Indians. So also, it further led to the isolatidrttee Nagas from the Mainland India,

which later on resulted in problems and confliasAeen the Nagas and Indians.

The Nagas were further isolated from the Indiannsiaeam by the works of some
British officers, who sympathized with the situatiof the Nagas. For instance, the
British officers like, John H. Hutton, Deputy Conssioner of Naga Hills, presenting

the case of the Nagas to the Indian Statutory Casion asserted that, the tribal’s of
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the Northeast India were racially, linguisticallygulturally, politically and

economically distinct from the Indians. Sir RobR#id, the then Governor of Assam
(1937-1942), argued that the British Government hagsponsibility towards the
future welfare of these local primitive people.the wake of British departure from
India, he wants all the tribal's of Northeast India be united under one
administration on the pattern of Crown ColoniesBafsutoland and Swaziland in
South Africd®. Sir Reginald Coupland, a British Constitutionapert, reviewed

Reid’s proposal and suggested that the Nagas beded within a colony, later

known as the ‘Crown Colony’ or ‘Coupland plan’, nednafter him. However, the
freedom loving Nagas refused to accept the ‘Crowato®y’ as their demand was

nothing short of independerfée

In 1945, the Naga Club, which was formed in 191&nged its nomenclature to
Naga Hills District Tribal Council (NHDTC) and agait changed its nomenclature
to Naga National Council (NNC) during a meetingdhat Wokha on February 2,
19467 and it became the sole political platform for thagas to voice out their
future political aspirations. The NNC elected TibA Ao as President and T.
Sakhrie as General Secretary. Initially the NNC wasfined only for the welfare
and social aspirations of the Naga. But later ofiereded its field to political

activities to achieve the Naga independence froenfdineign yoke. Since then the

NNC has been active as the main political orgarte®Naga¥.
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The Naga National Council (NNC) made its politicain expressed on June 19,
1946, by submitting ‘Four Points Memorandum’ to British Cabinet Mission who
had come specifically with the purpose to prepdre grounds for granting

independence to India. The four points were reladed

1. Promoting solidarity among the Naga tribes, inahgdi those in
unadministered areas.

2. Protesting against any attempt to group Assam Bethgal.

3. Favouring constitutional inclusion of the Naga 8lilin the autonomous
Assam

4. Preparing a separate electorate for the Naga ffibes

In connection to this, the NNC issued a statemar2B May 1947, where the Naga
leaders called upon the Assamese, not to join titkam Union, but form an
independent Assam and work in cooperation with Hezleral Naga state. It
continued, “the Nagas who were determined not lttwathemselves to be involved
in a divided and chaotic India, are prepared tdadecheir own independence and
can think of entering into a ten-year treaty withindependent Assafff’ To sum
up, according to the author Sajal Nag (1998), tlagdd regarded the Assam as an
independent state. For the Nagas, when the Bigmbe India, they do not want the
British to include them in India. But if at all théhad to be included, then they
wanted it to be with independent Assam, with whoeythad historical relationship

for centuries, as an autonomous state for somegefitime and after that they will

. Rajat Kanti Das (2005), “Ethnic Conflict and Self-Determination: Examples of North-East Indian
Tribes”, in Rajat K. Das and Debashis Basu (eds), North East India in Perspective: Biology, Social
Formation and Contemporary Problems, Akansha Publishing House, New Delhi, p.174
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be free to decide their own future. This is what HNC meant to the British Cabinet
Commission, when they say to include the Naga Hillgthe autonomous Assam

state.

The year preceding, India’s independence also s&e many conflicting opinions
voiced by the Indian nationalist leaders, which nago have led the Nagas to
demand for independence. Pandit Nehru initial g#zatl it might be desirable to fix a
period, say ten years after independence, afteestablishment of free Indian state
and at the end of which the right to secede mayekercised, through proper
constitutional process and in accordance with tlearly expressed will of the

inhabitants of the area concerned. However, hisiopion this matter changed after
he was elected the President of the Indian NatiGealgres¥. In an official letter to

the NNC leader, T. Sakhrie, Nehru wrote in Augutd, that, “It is obvious that the
Naga territory in Eastern Assam is much too snwktand by itself politically or

economically. It lies between the two countriesidndnd China, and a part of it
consists of rather backward people who require idensble help. When India is
independent, as it is bound to be soon, it will bet possible for the British

government to hold on the Naga territory or anyt phrt. They would be isolated

between India and China. Inevitably, therefores thaga territory must be a part of
India and of Assam with which it had developed scidse association”. Nehru was
clearly stating that the “Naga territory” was tomadl to exist as an independent

nation and for strategic reasons it must join titéan Uniof?.

8 Vivek Chadha (2005), Op.cit. p.281
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The view of Jawaharlal Nehru on the future of thegal Hills was not acceptable to
the NNC. Accordingly, on February 20, 1947, the Nd&Dt a Memorandum to Lord
Mountbatten, the then Viceroy of India for settimg an ‘Interim Government’ for
the Nagas for a period of ten years, at the endha¢h the Naga people will be left
free to choose any form of government as to théahi% However, the British
Indian Government could not respond to this apoedlthe NNC was asked to
discuss their wishes to the Advisory Committee o dboriginal tribes, which will
visit Kohim&*. This Advisory Committee also known as BardolobSIommittee

visited Kohima on 18-21% May 1947 to find out the wishes of the Nagas.

In his welcome address to the Sub-Committee, Th&akthe Secretary of the NNC
said, “You have come to find out from us, the de=of the Naga people on the
guestion of how their land should be governed wtienBritish power withdraws
from India. | am sure the members of NNC who atepedsent in this house will
make your task easy, in that Nagas are indivisiiold have one voice; | hope you
will do all in your power to help the Nagas achig¢keir demand®. The three days
of talks between NNC and Sub-Committee could naldyiany result as the
negotiations ended in a deadlock on the questiormutbnomy and the Nagas
relationship with the guardian poerAs the NNC was demanding an Interim
government for a period of ten years with the Goreent of India as a guardian

power and after that, the Nagas will be free tadkietheir own future.
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In an another afford to solve the Naga Hills isshe,Government of India send, Sir
Akbar Hydari, the then Governor of Assam to Kohinike meeting was held with
the NNC leaders from 37to 29" June 1947, which finally resulted in Nine-point
Agreement or Hydari Agreement. However, misundeditey arose between the
Government of India and NNC over one clause of fise-point Agreement. Of all
the Nine-point Agreement, point no.9 bearing thb #tle ‘Period of Agreement’
was the most controversial one. It says that, “Glogernor of Assam as the agent of
the Government of Indian Union will have speciapensibility for a period of ten
years to ensure the due observance of this agrépatetme end of this period the
Naga National Council will be asked whether theyuiee the above agreement to be
extended for a further period, or a new agreemeganding the future of the Naga
people arrived af’. The controversy here was that, both the sigresbparties
interpreted the above clause according to their awderstanding. The NNC
interpreted that, after ten years the Nagas wilfrbe to decide their own future and
on the other hand, the Government of India integore¢hat, renewal of agreement
under the Union of India if the Naga desire so. ééenwith this conflict in

interpretation, this agreement could not be impiaied.

After the non-implementation of Nine-point Agreemea Naga delegation led by
A.Z. Phizo reached Delhi, as another afford to aoce the Indian leaders. This
delegation met Mahatma Gandhi at Bhangi colony l{ebn July 19, 1947.
Mahatma Gandhi tried to convinced the Naga leaibelbg a part of Indian Union but
with the rigid stand of the Naga leaders to be pedelent, he told the Naga

delegation that, Nagas have every right to be iaddent. We do not want to live

¥ _R.Vashum (2005), Op.cit. p.72
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under the domination of the British and they arev m@aving us. | want you to feel
that India is yours. | feel that Naga Hills are mjnst as much as they are yours, but
if you say ‘it is mine’, then the matter must stbpre. | believe in the brotherhood of
man, but | do not believe in forced Unions. If ydoi not wish to join the Union of

India, nobody will force you to do that. The Corggeovernment will not do tHAt

The Naga leaders greatly emboldened by these wdrdahatma Gandhi, on 14
August 1947, on the eve of Indian independencelNtmgas took the Indian National
Congress leaders by surprise as they declared dga Mdependen&e This was
also to indicate that, the Nagas were independeeh ébefore India got her
independenc®. This declaration was send to the Government dfalmnd United
Nations by the NNC. It stated that, Benign Exceadiefl) Kindly put on record that
Nagas will be independent (.) Discussions with dndre being carried on to that
effect (.) Nagas do not accept the Indian Constitut.) The right of the people must

prevail regardless of size
Nagas During Post-Indian Independence

After India attained its independence, the Goveminoé India attempted to satisfy
the Naga leaders by incorporating the Sixth Scleeohib the Indian Constitution. In
this Sixth Schedule, it includes most of the ninevjsions of the Hydari Agreement,
and the points submitted by the NNC prior to indefsce in a Memorandum to the

Cabinet Mission on July 19, 19%6 Under the Premiership of Jawaharlal Nehru, the
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Sixth Schedule had evolved a broad policy of framdw concerning the
administration and integration of tribal commursti@ India in general and that of
the Northeast India in particuldr Nehru advised Imti Aliba Ao, the then President

of NNC, to work within the Sixth Schedule.

However, the Nagas were very rigid in their dem#&mdindependence and Imti
Aliba Ao on his return to Kohima, issued an ultioratto the Government of India
that, unless within a month, the Nine-point Agreatngas amended to incorporate
the NNC's view, the Nagas would set up their owtlejpendent governméht The
NNC in order to ascertain the Nagas stand on isatel for independence and to
legitimise its declaration of independence off Migust 1947, conducted plebiscite
on May 16, 1951, where 99.9 per cent of the Nagdsdofor independence. With
this, the Nagas believe that these two actions,ladeg independence and
conducting plebiscite provides a firm legal andiagh basis for their claim of
independence. They communicated their action th et Government of India and

the United Nation®.

During early 1950’s, saw a numerous attempts madthé NNC leaders to press
their demand for independence before the Governofdntia. The NNC delegation
led by A.Z. Phizo met Nehru in December 1951 ath8yl(Tezpur, Assam) and
presented to him the results of the plebiscitez&#hiso met Nehru in March 1952 at
Delhi and again in July 1952 at Dibrugarh in Assdine Vice-President of NNC,

Imkongmeren Ao, also submitted a Memorandum to dlelvhile he visited Mao in
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Manipur on October 24, 1952, complaining to him ith@dent on October 18, 1952,
where an Assam police officer shot dead Zasibitdatfoma village and reminded
him of the Nagas desire for freed8mAll these afford of the NNC leaders and their
talks with the Government of India could not yieldy result. On the part of the
Nagas, as resentment, the Nagas boycotted thdrhistn General Election in 1952
and the provisions for composition of the Naga Aotoous District Council and for

which the Autonomous Council could not be formed 953",

Jawaharlal Nehru, in order to see the reality efdituation in Naga Hills for himself
visited Kohima on March 30, 1953 along with his Bese counterpart U.Nu. Nehru
maiden visit to Naga Hills turned out to be a vemgly incident due to the
irresponsible behaviour of the then Deputy Comrmorssi of Naga Hills, Shri.
Barkokati. Without the knowledge of Nehru, he diot mllow the NNC leaders to
submit any Memorandum or to talk personally withhNe To which, the Naga
leaders protest and said, if the Prime Minister bawt hear us, then we would not
hear him either. Thousands of Nagas walked out fthen public meeting when
Nehru was about to make his address, except forgievernment servants mostly
non-Naga¥. After this incident, the Government of India dksi to crackdown on
the NNC leaders and to this the Assam police bégaearch intensively the houses
of all the NNC leaders and also for the first ti®ection 144CrPC was imposed in

Kohima towrl®. It was followed by passing of Assam Disturbed sArkct 1955,
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affecting the whole of the Naga Hills District frofff January 1956°. Under such
atmosphere, the NNC leaders in order to evadetame# underground and the seed

of the insurgency moveméfitwas sown then.

By now, the NNC leaders were fully convinced ththe Government of India was
not willing to give in to their demand of independe nor was considering to amend
the Nine-point Agreement, but rather the Governmantndia wants a solution
within the Indian Union, which was not acceptabtethem. Having served an
ultimatum to the Government of India earlier theither to amend the Nine-point
Agreement or the NNC will form its own independgavernment. The NNC on
March 22, 1956 at Phensinyu village in Kohima afeaned the Naga Federal
Government (NFG) and the Naga Federal Army. Phased these and thus an
insurgent movement was founded in 1¥860n the other hand, the Government of
India declared the Federal Government of Nagal&@N) as illegal and for the first
time the existence of insurgency was officially agaised® When the conflict
started in Naga Hills, the Army was, send to putidwn® and consequently the

Armed Forces Special Power Act of 1958 was enacteeal with the situatidft”

In this conflict between the Indian Army and thegdaArmy, it was the common
Naga people particularly the villagers who were Wst sufferers, as they were

often caught in between these two groups. Agaiagdded more to their sufferings
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when the Nagas came to know about the ‘Village-@imgi scheme of the
Government of India. This scheme was based onith#as model of the British
counter-insurgency operation in Malaya and US iatvam. The idea in such cases
was to isolate the guerrillas from the general e The Indian army group
together many villages at one particular placethst, they can check the flow of
intelligence to the insurgents and to stop foraeuiément from villagers. This kind
of scheme, added more hardships and sufferingbead\taga villagers. However,
such kind of scheme was difficult to operate in éstit insurgencies, where the
government is responsible to the poput&avhich the Indian government realise it.
Finally, the Indian government decided to abandotimesl policy and the villages

were de-grouped towards the end of 1§57

During this period, when the whole Naga people waréergoing untold sufferings
and hardship, there came out a group of Naga lsddam within the NNC, who
wanted to settle the Naga issue peacefully. SqQ pestce can be restored in Naga
Hills and the Naga people can return to their ndidifea This group of Naga leaders
came to be known as the moderate Naga leadersothie group of NNC leaders,
known as the extremist opposed to this and asmadSitheir opposition, T. Sakhrie,
one of the moderate leaders was assassinated araryad8, 1958° The
assassination of T. Sakhrie was a clear messageth® extremist NNC leaders that,
they were not willing to accept any solution theshort of Independence. However,

this kind of act could not dampen the spirit of thederate leaders to seek for a
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peaceful solution and they gave a call for the NRgaple’s Convention (NPC) to

settle the issue.
Formation of Nagaland State
First Naga People’s Convention (NPC), August 22-26957

Along with the moderate Naga leaders, few Nagarslfet the urgency to bring
peace in Naga Hills and to solve the Naga issue.wfach they felt the need of
giving a call for Naga People’s Convention (NPChisT idea of holding a
Convention was informed to the then, Deputy Comimies of Naga Hills District,
Shri. S.J.D. Carvolho and Shri. Kapur, the Comroissi at the Deputy
Commissioner residence by few Naga elders likei. &bwi Zeliang, Shri. Z. Obed,
Shri. Imtionen Ao, Dr. Setulie and Shri. Yajen Afér The reason behind this was
that, during that time due to insurgency probleathgring or assembling of people
was banned. Thus, to seek permission to conductntbeting peacefully, the
authorities were informed. The first Naga Peop(@®vention was held at Kohima
from 229 to 26" August 1957 to discuss and approve the move foriag peace in
Nagaland. In this conference, Dr. Imkongliba Ao waade the President, while
Jasokie Angami one time associate of Phizo was ecthass Secretary. The

Convention in the presence of nearly 1735 repratiges from different Naga
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tribes*° proposed the formation of a separate adminiseatinit by merging the

Tuensang division of NEFA with the Naga Hills Distt*.

The Naga delegation met the then Prime Ministeindfa, Nehru at New Delhi on
September 25, 1957 and discussed with him aboutrdbelution of the Naga
People’s Convention. Nehru agreed to grant the dlagaew political status and for
which the Parliament of India passed the Naga HIllissnsang Area Act in
November 1957, which was soon assented by thedergsof India on November
25, 1957. As a result, the new administrative kndawn as Naga Hill Tuensang Area
(NHTA) came into being on®1December 1957 Section 3 of this Regulation
provided that NHTA should be divided into threetuitss, to be called Kohima,
Mokokchung and Tuensang. Section 4 state thatatiministration of the NHTA
should be carried on by the Governor of Assam,rasgent of the President of

India**®
Second Naga People’s Convention (NPC), May 21-2358B

The second Naga People’s Convention (NPC) was &ieldngma (Mokokchung)
from 22" to 23% May 1958 and was attended by 2,705 delegates. tiention

went a step further than the first Convention apdoated a Liaison Committee.
This Committee was to meet the underground Nagdsti@mvin over their support
for the Naga People’s Convention. This move, tholagidatory in its intentions,

failed to achieve any success. The underground Negsted that the only basis of
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any negotiation was the recognition of the NagaeFadGovernment and the
acceptance of their demand for independence. Thevébtion leaders could not
reach to an agreement with the Naga undergroundnblaeached an impasse with
the underground Nagas, they decided to go ahe#&dtatappointment of a Drafting
Committee, which would formulate their demahds It was this Drafting

Committee, which prepared the 16-point proposald@ating the Nagaland state

within the Indian Union.
Third Naga People’s Convention (NPC), October 22-26.959

The third Naga People’s Convention (NPC) was heltl@kokchung from 2%' to
26™ October 1959 and was attended by 3000 delegakés.Clonvention approved
the 16-point proposal drafted by the Drafting Cotteal. The draft of the 16-point
proposal to be send to the Government of Indiasig®ed by President Imkongliba,
Vice-President Vizol, Secretary Jasokie and Joeur&ary Chubatoshi of the Naga

People’s Conventidr®.

A delegation comprising of 15 Naga leaders headgdPiesident of NPC, Dr.
Imkongliba Ao went to New Delhi on Z6July 1960. The talks were carried out with
the Prime Minister of India, Nehru from ®7o 28" July 1960 for the establishment
of separate Nagaland state within the India Unkexcept for a few modifications,

the Government of India accepted the 16-point psap.
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Interim Government (18" February 1961)

To give effect to the 16-point proposal the Goveentnof India formulated the
Nagaland (Transitional) Regulation, 1961 for thee@Rlation of Nagaland and for
matters connected there with until the creatiorNafaland state under the Indian
Union”. It was this Regulation that provided foetformation of the Interim Body
consisting of 42 members chosen by election from ttibes of Nagaland. The
Regulation termed the NHTA as Nagal&idOn February 18, 1961, an Interim
Body with 42 members was constituted and it wasignaated by Shri. Nagesh the
then, Governor of Assam. The Interim Body was tbascthe Legislature and the
tenure was fixed for 3 years. A five member Exe@itCouncil headed by a Chief
Executive Councillor was formed to administer theaa Mr. P. Shilu Ao was
appointed as the Chief Executive Councillor and IBrkongliba Ao, the Chairman
of the Interim Body. A caretaker government witlsiHlu Ao as the Chief Minister
and four other members namely, Shri. Hokishe S&he, Akum Imlong, Shri. R.C.
Chitten Jamir and Shri. J.B. Jasokie was foritfedHowever, with an unfortunate
incident on 28 August 1961, where Dr. Imkongliba Ao was shot armalinded at
Mokokchung by an underground gunman while he washisnway home from
pharmacy. He was taken to Army hospital but sucadnto his injuries on 2%

August 1961, T.N. Angami replaced him as the Chairman of titerim Bodly.

17 Chandrika Singh (2004), Op.cit. p.76

. Nagaland: 25 years of Progress and Development (1988), Op.cit. pp.2-3
. Nagaland: 25 Years of Growth & Development (1988), Op.cit. p.2

118
119

66



Inauguration of the Nagaland State (I December 1963)

The Nagaland state came into being very much bef@retipulated time. When the
Nagaland Transitional Provision Regulation was edssthe estimate of the
Government of India was to work for three yearswieer, in the second session of
the Interim Body, a resolution was adopted decidimgset up an eight member
Committee under P. Shilu Ao to draft the amendnainthe Regulatiolf®. It is
interesting to note, the dialogue between P. Shdy Chief Executive Councillor
and Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru, when the forceme to meet the later in

Delhi for this purpose.

Nehru: The Interim period isfor three years.

Shilu: Your gesture to end it much before the time will be well received.
Nehru: But the violence continues and the hostilities are intractable.

Shilu: Leaveit to usto deal with our kith and kin. | will request you to inaugurate the

state.

Nehru: | shall send our Philosopher-Statesman to inaugurate the state. He is a holy

soul. His blessing shall bring peace and amity™**.

To give effect to this, the Constitutional (Thimée) Amendment Bill 1962 for
amending part XXI of the Indian Constitution focarporating the provisions of the
proposed Nagaland state and the Nagaland Bill 1f@82he formation of Nagaland

state was adopted by the Lok Sabha ol 28gust 1962 and the Rajya Sabha
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approved these Bills ori%September 1962. The President of India assenésd ¢m

4™ September 1962

However, the Government of India had to face maiticisms both from within and
from other political party members. Regarding thieils, U.N. Trivedi, a Jan Sangh
member said that, “We are creating a territory, ockhiwwe have not been able to
administer because of violence that was practi$edet. Even some members
accused Nehru of sowing the seeds of disintegratimh some viewed that Nehru
was pursuing the policy of appeasement in respe¢he Naga people. To this,
Nehru replied that, creation of Nagaland state @owdt encourage the fissiparous
and disruption tendencies, it would rather helgiimging the Naga people in the
mainstream Indig>. Besides objection for the creation of Nagalatades another
objection was the name of the state ‘Nagaland’. &amambers like Dr. Ram Subhag
Singh requested the Prime Minister to carefully edhe area as Naga state or Naga
Pradesh as for him Nagaland is something biggei. StK. Bhattacharya another
member said, Nagaland is an outlandish Mfam®efending the name ‘Nagaland’,
Nehru said, sentiment is as strong thing and waatdhink that we should by-pass
or come in a way of that sentiment of the Nagasll Weid not make any difference
and so we accepted the name Nagadfanth support of the creation of the Nagaland,
Indian Parliamentarian like, Jaya Prakash Naragahtlat, “It is far more important

to have friendly Nagas on our frontier closely assted with us (India) in some new
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Constitutional manner then unfriendly and discotgdriNagas kept forcibly within

Indian Union?8.

As the Government of India and Nehru in particdtarhis concern for the tribal’s

was very much determined to grant statehood td\ilogas, so that it can meet the
aspiration of the Nagas. For which despite of aliotsms, both these bills were
passed and the statehood was granted to Nagaspdatial provision for Tuensang
district. A Regional District Autonomous Council svajiven to Tuensang for a
period of ten years, where the Governor will hadwe $pecial responsibility and no
act of state legislature will be implemented unkbgsAutonomous Council approves

it.

It was a Sunday morning at 10.am of' December 1963. Dr. Sravapalli
Radhakrishnan, the President of India, solemnlyladed Nagaland to be the 16
state under the Union of India in the presencéofisands of jubilant Nag&$ Dr.
Hokishe Sema, former Chief Minister of Nagalandhis address on the eve of the
state inauguration day in 1970, said that, thebéstanent of Nagaland state marked
the acceptance and acknowledgement of the Nagasliasinct political community

in India, an aspiration that Nagas cherished farsg#.
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Emergence of Political Parties in Nagaland

The political parties emerged in Nagaland only raftee creation of the state of
Nagaland, though the electoral process had stdned952. Earlier before the
creation of state, the Naga Hills was a distriatlemthe state of Assam and it was
allotted 3 seats in the Assam Legislative Assemidlywever, the Nagas boycotted
the election in 1952 and for which the Nagas neitioatested nor participated in the
first Indian General Election. So also, the Nagagcbtted the election to the
Autonomous District Council elections in 1953. lasvonly in the second state
general assembly election that was held in 1957eethiNagas namely, Shri,
Khelhoshe Sema, Shri. Chubatemsu Ao and SubedaudG#®ngami filed their
nomination papers for the three seats from the Nddis District to Assam
legislative assembly and returned uncontestedi. Khelhoshe Sema was appointed
as the Deputy Ministé?® in the Assam Council of Minister. These three Naga
candidates filed their nomination not under the @awh any political party but as

representatives of Nagas.

The formation of the state marked the beginninghef democratic process in the
state and as the Election Commission announcedaites for the election to the first
Nagaland Legislative Assembly in January 1964, petitical parties was formed to
contest the forth-coming election. Hence, the eemrg of the modern political
parties in the state was the result of grantingebtod to Naga Hill$®. The first

political party was the Democratic Party of NagdldDPN) founded by leaders like,

A. Kevichusa, Vizol and Tajenyuba, this party wagional in character. The second

123 Rosemary Jamir (1988), Op.cit. pp.139-140

139 'B.N. Agrawal (1997), Op.cit. p.582
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political party was the Naga Nationalist OrganiaatiNNO) founded by leaders
like, P. Shilu Ao, Hokishe Sema, R.C. Chitten JamiN. Angami and J.B. Jasokie
and this political party was considered as a pragtess party, which merged with

the Indian National Congress in 1976.

The first democratic election based on adult frisetvas held from January"éo
16" 1964. The Naga Nationalist Organization (NNO) dbemocratic Party of
Nagaland (DPN) contested the election. Forty se&t® to be filled up by direct
election and six seats were to be filled up throtigh representatives of Tuensang
Regional Councif!. There were 73 candidates in the field to contlest40 seats.
The NNO party won 34 seats (including six from Tseamg district), while the DPN
party won only 12 seats. A seven member Coundilioister headed by P. Shilu Ao
was sworn in by the then, Governor Shri. Vishnuayabn 2%' January 1964. Shri
T.N. Angami was elected as the first Speaker of ABsembly. Shri. S.C. Jamir
became the first to be the Member of Parliameritak Sabha and Shri. M. Vero in

Rajya Sabha from Nagalatid

The second general election was held on Februat@®). This time the Tuensang
was given 12 seats and so the strength was raags2l tNNO party secured 22 seats,
the United Front of Nagaland (UFN) won 10 seats kidpendent 8 seats. All 12
members of Tuensang and 8 independent joined NN®D aari7 member NNO
ministry, headed by Hokishe Sema was sworn in dirigey 28, 19692 The third

assembly election was held betweeff 1@ 16" February 1974. With the allocation

B! H. John Sema (2012), Op.cit. p.81

. Nagaland: 25 years of Progress and Development (1988), Op.cit. p.3
. Ibid. p.5.
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of the full quota of 20 seats to Tuensang disttlog, total strength of the Assembly
was raised to 60. The United Democratic Front (UDen the election with 26
seats, while NNO party won 22 seats and Independentl2 seats. The UDF party
formed the government with the support of indepetslsvith Mr. Vizol as Chief
Minister. However due to defection within the palegd by Mr. Tokheho Sema a
cabinet minister in Mr. Vizol ministry brought dovthe government on ¥8March
1975. Thereatfter, Mr. J.B. Jasokie of NNO partyrfed the government but it lasted
only for ten days. Due to inability to run the gawaent smoothly, the Governor

imposed the President Rule in the state for tisé fiime on 22 March 1975.

During the President Rule in the state, one magtipal event took place in the
state and that was the merger of NNO party withltidéan National Congre$¥ in
1976. This merger brought the Nagas into closeamdntith the mainstream politics

of India.

With the merger of the Naga Nationalist Organisat{dINO) party with Indian

National Congress, thé"4egislative assembly election in 1977 saw forfttst time

a national political party in the state. The Uni@dmocratic Front (UDF) won the
election with 35 seats, Congress (I) won 15 sédsipnal Convention of Nagaland
(NCN) won 1 seat and Independents won 8 seats. UDE party formed the

government with Mr. Vizol as the Chief Minister. iyesoon, there arose crisis
within the UDF party, with the expulsion of Mr. S.@amir, the then Deputy Chief
Minister of Nagaland from the UDF party due to hrdti-party activities. Mr. S.C.

Jamir along with other expelled UDF members fornigdted Democratic Front

3% Easterine Kire Iralu (1986), A Historical and Geographical Study of Nagaland: Vol.ll, Directorate

of School Education, Kohima, p.183.
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(Progressive) party. Later on it merged with newrgated political party of Mr. J.B.
Jasokie, Naga National Party (NNP) and constit@etew party called as United
Legislature Party (ULP) under the leadership of BIC. Jamit*> Thereafter, the

ULP under Mr. S.C. Jamir formed the government,iblasted only for 48 days, as
the NNP members were not satisfied with Mr. S.@idan ULP government. Thus,
the former NNP members withdrew from the ULP, joineith UDF party and

formed a new party known as Naga National Demaxidirty (NNDP). The NNDP
formed the government with Mr. J.B. Jasokie as CNimister on June 1980 and

survived until the next general election in 1982.

The 8" general election was held on November 10, 1988.Jdngress (I) party won
24 seats, NNDP won 24 seats and Independent waedt®. The Congress (I) party
under the leadership of Mr. S.C. Jamir formed tbeegnment with the support of
Independents. However, due to Congress () highncand, Mr. S.C. Jamir had to
step down on 28 October 1986 and paved the way for Mr. Hokishe Ses the
Chief Minister. In the § general election, the Congress (I) party won thsokute
majority with 34 seats. The NNDP won 18 seats, NRgaple’'s Party a newly
formed political party won 1 seat and the Indepetsle/on 7 seats. The Congress (I)
party with Mr. Hokishe Sema formed the governmeéent. the surprise of the
Congress (I) party, the party could not completdutl term despite having absolute
majority, as Mr. K.L. Chishi defected from the Coess (I) party and formed his
own political party called, Congress (Regional) tparThis brought down the
Congress (I) party government under Mr. Hokishe &enmmereafter, Mr. Vamuzo,

the leader of the opposition formed another caalityovernment known as Joint

3> Chandrika Singh (2004), Op.cit. p.148
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Regional Legislature Party with the defectors asdwdd mobilise the majority in the
house of 60 members. Again, the politics of defeciveaken this government also

and for which the President rule was impose forsgeond time on"7August 1988.

Again in the ¥ general assembly election, the Congress (I) paoty with 36 seats,
while Nagaland People’s Council (NPC) won 24 seBite Congress (1) party under
Mr. S.C. Jamir formed the government. Th® [Bgislative assembly also saw
numerous defections, where floor-crossing took elamong the party members
every now and then and new party was formed ovetnigor this defection, Mr.
S.C. Jamir could not able to complete its tenuré am 13" May 1990, Mr. K.L.
Chishi of NPC formed the government. However, MiL.KChishi too had to resign
on 16" June 1990 due to internal crisis within the NP@ypahfter this, Mr Vamuzo,
who was not the member of legislative assembly nvade the chief Minister from
the backdoor but even he could not stay in officél the end of legislative assembly
tenure due to politics of defection. Finally, onagain the president Rule was
imposed on A April 1992 until the general election td’ &eqislative assembly in

February 1993.

During 1980’s, the Nagaland state politics saw #rmergence of politics of
defection. During this period, the Nagaland statd humerous Chief Minister even
for a few days. Party was formed over night andegoment was brought down due
to defection. Commenting on the politics of defeatin Nagaland, Arenba Jamir
rightly remarked that, “the Christ like politicatgachers are today the defectors of
different parties, not a single party could implem® fulfil their promises during

their tenure. Majority of the so called politiciaase too ambitious to become the
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leader of a party aiming to become the top leadé¢h® government. To them, the
other ranks like Minister of State, Deputy Ministard MLA are negligible and do

not accept such post®.

The Congress (I) again got the absolute majoritysedts in the '8 legislative
assembly general election with 35 seats. The Naddbeople’s Council (NPC) won
17 seats, the Democratic Labour Party a newly fdrpwditical party won 1 seat and
the Independent won 7 seats. Again, Mr. S.C. JamairCongress (I) party leader
formed the government as a Chief Minister of*E&bruary 1998". This time Mr.
S.C. Jamir was able to complete his full tenuréhm office, as there was no major
disturbance. In the™general election held on February 1998, the Caisgf@ party
almost sweep the whole 60 seats, as various NG@otied the election for which
only the Congress (I) party and few Independentiggaated in the election. The
Congress (I) won 53 seats and Independents woratg. ddr. S.C. Jamir became

Chief Minister for another term.

In the 10" general assembly election held on February 2068Congress (I) party
won 21 seats, Nagaland People’s Front won 19 sé#sipnalist Democratic
Movement a newly created party in Nagaland won &sseFor the first time in
Nagaland State, besides Congress (l) party othdioig political party like
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) also won 7 seatsfal&a (United) 3 seats, Samata

Party (SP) 1 seat and Independent won 4 S&at$he Congress (l) party emerged as

3¢ Kuhoi K. Zhimomi (2004), Op.cit. p.126

. E. T. Ezung (2002), Government of Nagaland: Road to Progress, Directorate of Information &
Public Relations, Kohima, p.10.

138 Chubatemjen Ao (2012), General Elections to the Nagaland Legislative Assembly (A Profile):
1974-2008, Eagle Press, Kohima, p.91.
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the single largest party but due to pre-poll atenthe NPF and its alliance formed

the Government with Mr. Neiphiu Rio as the Chiehidter.

The NPF party again registered victory in th& ggneral election held on 2008. The
NPF party won 26 seats, followed by Congress (jyp23 seats, Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) won 2 seats, National Congress Par@P)Nwon 2 seats and the
Independents won 7 sekits Again, the NPF led alliance under the leadersfir.
Neiphiu Rio formed the government. Thé"igeneral assembly election also saw the
victory of the NPF party with 38 seats, Congre}svfin 8 seats, Independents won 8
seats, National Congress Party (NCP) won 4 seasatih BJP and JD (U) won 1
seat eacl®. With this victory, the NPF party had won for tiérd consecutive term

in the Nagaland legislative assembly election.

3% Chubatemjen Ao (2012), Op.cit. p.91.

. Chubatemjen Ao (2013), General Election to the 12" Election Nagaland Legislative Assembly
2013: Details of Votes Polled, Eagle Press, Kohima
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Chapter 3

Factors for the Emergence of Regional Political Paies in Nagaland
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In this chapter, an attempt is made to study th&ofa for the emergence of regional
political parties in Nagaland. In the early partl®57, a church leaders meeting was
held at Kohima and Impur and after this meeting thurch leaders sent out an
appeal for peace to both the Government of Indid Biaga undergrounds. In
response to this peace appeal by the church leatthersso called moderate Naga
leaders from within the NNC came forward. The mpirpose was to oppose
violence, to restore peace, and to win over theaNtabel$. Unexpected damage of
lives and property resulting from the armed stradggtween the hostile Nagas and
the Indian Armed forces made the peace loving Naggple to realise that, the
solution to their problem lay not in the violent tmeds but in negotiating with the
Government of India. Consequently, the moderate aN&pders disassociated
themselves from violent path of struggle for anejpehdent Nagaland and instead
preferred political and democratic process for acpéul solution of the Naga
problenf. The result of this effort was that, it made theentall for a Naga People’s

Convention (NPC).

The Naga People’s Convention (NPC) was held dutBtg/, 1958 and 1959. It was
in this Convention, the 16-point proposal was @é@fnd was approved by the Naga
people and which became the basis for the creafidtagaland state as the"Létate
under the Indian Union. It was this Naga Peoplaesy@ntion (NPC), which became
one of the most important factors for the emergesfceegional political party in

Nagaland. A political party is a pre-requisite féodemocratic process, as the political

! Aosenba (2001), Op.cit. p.61

% Chandrika Singh (1980), “Nagaland-From a District to State: Culmination of Political and
Democratic Process”, The Indian Journal of Political Science, The Indian Political Science Association,
Chandigarh, December, Vol.41, No.4, p.815
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party are an agent of democracy through whichlitiguhe political aspirations of

the people.

Among the members of the Convention, there arosediffering views, regarding
the role of Naga People’s Convention. Members I¥eol, A. Kevichusa and
Tajenyuba viewed that, the NPC was only a mediaiggncy between the
Government of India and underground Federal Govermraf Nagaland. According
to them, the Naga People’s Convention (NPC) wasrammpetent body to sign any
agreement with the Government of India, becauseai not a conflicting party
Since the conflict was between the Government dialand Naga underground, for
them, the only competent party to sign an agreemead these two parties in
conflict. However, the other Convention members twamead and signed the 16-
piont proposal with the Government of India in 19&¢hich paved the way for
creation of a separate state Nagaland, which waseity known as Naga Hills

Tuensang Area (NHTA)

The NPC also appointed the Liaison Committee totaminand consult the Naga
underground leaders but they were unable to coavthe Naga undergrounds to
come to the negotiating table. It was for this omathat, even after the creation of
statehood, it could not end the violent insurgemtvement in Nagaland. It was
primarily because, the 16-point agreement was didnethe Government of India
with the mainstream Naga leaders and not with taga\undergroundsHence, the

Naga underground did not accept the creation dfelst@d and the insurgent

*, Shurhozelie Liezietsu (2011), Op.cit. p.6

* . Ibid. p.6

> Lecture Delivered by Nagaland Chief Minister, Neiphiu Rio at the India Habitat Centre(18th
February 2006), “Governance in Trouble Times: The Nagaland Experience”, New Delhi, NPF,
Nagaland, p.7
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movement continued. For which these group of Nagaldrs felt that, a political
party or a body was required to be a mediator betvwbe Government of India and

Naga underground, to bring peace and final solutiddaga political issue.

Another factor that led to the emergence of redipoditical party in Nagaland was
that, when the Election Commission announced thesdéor the first general
assembly election in Nagaland. The tribal counagged a resolution that only those
persons approved by the tribal council would bevedld to stand for election and all
would be elected uncontested. This was anothemgipoint in the Naga political
history. These Naga leaders felt that, they hadther option but to form a political
party to bring the system back to the track byigsting in the electichand to
declare a policy to work for a final political dethent of the Indo-Naga political
problem. This move surprised those members who s$igded the 16-point
agreement and the Interim Body Members. As Hokishma, former Chief Minister
of Nagaland and one of the Interim Body Member shat, “I strongly feel that it
was too early for the Nagas to fight the electionsthe basis of political parties in
the face of the tribal divisions and the undergobpnoblems. The system of tribal
representatives was doing very well and it couldeheontinued till the problems

posed by the underground were satisfactory solved”

® . Shurhozelie Liezietsu (2011), Op.cit. p.6
” . Hokishe Sema (1986), Op.cit. P.103
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Emergence of Regional Political Party

Having decided to form a political party, a grofiNaga leaders came together in a
meeting held on Z1 October 1963, at Kohima under the chairmanshipAof
Kevichusa and took the decision to form a politigaity called Democratic Party of

Nagaland (DPN) to contest in the forth-coming gahelection in Nagaland.

This is how regional political party emerged in ldkand. From Democratic Party of
Nagaland (DPN) in 1964 to Naga People’s Front (NRigay, the party had

undergone change of nomenclature a number of timssit the demanding situation
of the different periods, but the policy and prples as well as the symbol, motto

etc. of the party continued to remain unchafiged

Democratic Party of Nagaland (DPN) 1963

In the meeting held on the 2Dctober 1963, it was resolved as follows:
Aims and Objectives

1. In view of the disturbed condition in Nagaland, meaight years after the
trouble started, a political party called the “Deawradic Party of Nagaland” is
formed to contest in the forth-coming General Bted.

2. The party is to be regarded as an ad hoc partyséd unite the people of
Nagaland in these troubled times, and it will beropo the party to dissolve
itself if and when its task is considered acconmas

3. Membership is open to all in Nagaland who accepipttinciples laid down.

8. Celebrating 50 years: Naga People’s Front Golden Jubilee (1963-2013), Op.cit. pp.25-26
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Party Principles

1. The party will have for its primary objective, thestoration of peace and
normalcy.

2. As a Democratic party, the will of the people viaé the guiding principle in
the conduct of the affairs of the party.

3. The party will work on constitutional line for tmghts of the people.

4. The party will strive to set up a pattern of adrsiration best suited to the
tribes to pave the way for (a) permanent interreglge and (b) lasting good

relationship with the Government of India

After the formation of the political party, the parmmediately registered with the
Election Commission of India vide Notification N@A/NL/63 dated the 29
November 1963. The party had “Cock” as its symhldiijch was allotted to DPN
vide Notification No. 56/3/63 dated'®December 1963. The Cock symbolises the
herald of a new dawn of understanding, unity anacpan the land. Pledged to the
highest ideals of Morality, the party has for itetto the Latin catchword ‘fide non
armis’ meaning ‘by faith not arms’ as its guidingngiple for solving the Indo-Naga

political problent®.

’, Celebrating 50 years: Naga People’s Front Golden Jubilee (1963-2013), Op.cit. p. 26
10 .
. Ibid. p. 26
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In a field survey conducted with 300 respondenth wifferent group of age, sex and
tribe, when a question regarding creation of staddhand the aspirations of the

Nagas, the responses of the respondents is shaiva table 1.

Q. Do you think that, the present state of Nagalaasl met the political aspirations

of the Nagas?

Options In Percentage
A Yes 6%
B No 58%
C Need more autonomy 33%
D Don’t know 3%

Table 1 (sm field survey)

When this question was asked to the respondents,sa8d No. 33% said Need for
more autonomy. 6% said Yes and 3% said Don’'t kr@ut. of the total respondents,
the majority 58% said that, the present state @faNand has not fulfilled the political
aspiration of the Nagas because the formationaté stould not end the conflict in
Nagaland. The majority of the respondents statais the demand of the Nagas was
not for statehood but it was more greater thareltaid for which the Government of
India had to settle the issue with the Naga unaergt for final and lasting solution.
The 33% of the respondents said that, the Nagasd meee autonomy in respect to
our customary usage and traditional institutiorfsisgroup of respondents cited an
example of how the Government of India transfetfe@lNagaland state to Ministry
of Home Affairs from Ministry of External affairgpr which they said the Nagas
need more autonomy to protect their own intere¥t.d the respondents feels that
the creation of the Nagaland state has met theadigpis of the Nagas as we have a

state of our own to protect and preserve our ovamtity and the rest 3% of the
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respondents do not know whether the creation ofesteas met the political

aspirations of the Nagas.

With regard to the emergence of regional politigaity in Nagaland, this question

was asked to the respondents and their responsksvs in table 1.1

Q. What led to the emergence of regional politpaaty in Nagaland?

Reasons In Percentage
A To be an alternative to the national politicattpa 10%
B To protect and preserve Naga identity and tranigti | 23%
C To be a mediator between the Naga underground 48%
Government of India
D All of the above 17%
E Do not know 7%

Table 1.1 (source: fisldvey)

Out of the total respondents, 43% of the resporsdesid that, the regional political
party emerged, to be a mediator between the Nagerground and the Government
of India. As the Naga People’s Convention couldbratg the Naga underground to
the negotiating table, nor could it solve the Na&ge, for which a political party
was formed, which could be a mediator between theseparties to bring final and
lasting solution. 23% of the respondents said tkaice the Naga Nationalist
Organisation (NNO) party was considered as an imgarty, some Nagas felt that
the Nagas need to have their own party and forrheditst regional political party
known as Demaocratic Party of Nagaland (DPN), whidlh protect and preserve the
Naga identity. 17% of the respondents said allhef above options that had been
given. They said that, the regional party was fatrteebe an alternative to national

party in contesting elections, so as, to presenepaotect the Naga identity and to
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be a mediator as its objectives. 7% of the respuisdsaid they don’t know. They
said that because any political party aims to bgowwer and that it is very difficult to

say that it emerged for a particular purpose.

Again, to know the relation between the Naga paltissue and the emergence of
regional political party in Nagaland, when the wmsgents was asked another

guestion, shown in table 1.2

Q. Do you think the emergence of the regional malitparty in Nagaland have

something to do with the Naga political issue.

Options In percentage
A Yes 69%
B No 19%
C Don’t know 12%

Talll (source: field survey)

When this question was asked, 69% of the resposdentl yes. The 69% of the
respondents said that, they are not quite surehghéte regional party emerged to
be a mediator between the Government of India aamgaNunderground or not but
they agree that it has something to do with thed\jagjitical issue. They said that
since regional political party emerged in Nagalamtk of its objectives had been to
solve the Naga political issue. 19% of the respaotglesaid No. this group of

respondents said that, the issue of Naga problerornsmon to all political parties

and that for them whether regional or nationaltpm@l party’s main objectives is to

contest election and to be in power. 12% of th@aerdents said that they don’t
know. They said that, the people who formed theore party was also a member

of Naga People’s Convention and may be some misstaseling might had taken
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place between the members and for the which twibigadlparties emerged and may

be it has nothing to do with Naga political issue.

The Democratic Party of Nagaland (DPN) fought tin& general assembly election
in Nagaland in January 1964 as a registered palifi@rty. DPN was the only

organised and registered regional political pantyhie state during 1964. The DPN
party contested the first general assembly eleatiibin its election manifesto aimed
to bring the Naga underground to the negotiatidatetand to bring final solution to

the Naga issue. On the other hand, the Naga N#&sbrganisation (NNO) party

contested the election with its election manifestwy peace and economic
development of the Nagaland state. The DPN party %® seats out of 40 seats
contested in Nagaland Legislative Assembly. Onghefreasons for the defeat of
DPN party was that the Central government and theeducrats in the state

supported the NNO party in the election.
United Front of Nagaland (UFN) 1968

With the signing of the first ceasefire agreemestiveen the Government of India
and Federal Government of Nagaland, a Naga undergrogovernment on
September 6, 1964 and which was followed by padalitialks to solve the Naga
political issue. The 12 elected MLA's of Democraiarty of Nagaland (DPN)
considered that their objective was achieved arey tresigned en bloc on™8

December 1964 and dissolved the Democratic Party of Nagaland.

However, the political talks failed to bring anyllgmn to Naga political issue and

the ceasefire agreement broke down. On the othed, e process of political

' Bendangangshi (1993), Op.cit. p.158
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development in Nagaland continued and the ele¢tic® legislative assembly was
announced. For which, the former members of DentiocParty of Nagaland again
met at Kohima on 7and 18' July 1968 and formed another regional politicatya
called, the United Front of Nagaland (UFN). Thetpagot registered with the
Election Commission of India as UFN with ‘Cock’ iés party symbol and ‘fide non

armis’ as its motty. The aims and objectives of the party were,

1. To take every possible step to bring about a alitisolution through
peaceful means.

2. To work for the unity of the Nagas on the principt justice and equality;

The United Front of Nagaland (UFN) contested tA&g&neral assembly election
held on February 6, 1969, with its elections matddor solving the Naga issue and
also criticising the ruling party for its inabilitio solve the Naga issue and also
guestion its seriousness in solving the Naga iS9uehe other hand, the NNO party,
in its election manifesto talks about the econopnagress that had taken place in the
past five years and seek the people’s mandate ablerthe party to work for
economic development in the state. The UFN partg W@ seats and was defeated
by Naga Nationalist Organisation (NNO) party whow&®2 seats. The reason for the
NNO party victory in the election was also thateteived support from the central
government and state bureaucrats and so also tga People wants peace and
economic development in the state. This had beemeisons for the defeat of UFN

party in the second general assembly election.

2 V. Hokuto Jimomi (2009), Political Parties in Nagaland, Graphic Printers, Dimapur, p.23
13 .
. Ibid. p.24
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United Democratic Front (UDF) 1974

In the mid-term poll for the Lok Sabha, which waddhon 1971, Mr. A. Kevichusa,
the United Front of Nagaland (UFN) candidate, def@avir. S.C. Jamir the NNO
party candidate. However, very soon, Mr. S.C. Jamas elected to the Nagaland
State Legislative Assembly. Mr. S.C. Jamir held Mokishe Sema who was then
the Chief Minister of Nagaland, responsible for the$eat in the Lok Sabha election
and therefore he along with 14 MLA’s of NNO partgfected from the party and
joined UFN party. It was for this the United FraftNagaland (UFN) underwent a
change in the party nomenclature to accommodatengrabers coming from other
party. The party changed its nomenclature to Undedhocratic Front (UDF), with

Party symbol, motto, principles, aims and objedik@maining the same.
The aims and objects of the United Democratic F(ORIF) party;

1. To propose, ground for peaceful solution of the &aplitical problem
through constitutional means.

2. To work for unity and integrity of the people.

3. To work for economic advancement with special ersghdor rural
development.

4. To strive for clean and efficient administrattan

The regional political party under this new nomanhale as United Democratic Front
(UDF) party fought the '8 general assembly election held ori"1a 16" February
1974. The UDF party won the election with 26 se&tBlO won 22 seats and

Independent won 12 seats. The UDF party along thighsupport of Independent

' The Constitution of United Democratic Front (1977), Lamber Press, Wokha

88



MLAs formed the government with Mr. Vizol as the i€hMinister. The reasons
behind the UDF party victory were that, it couldlealbo expose the corruptions
within the government and in return, it promise ttee people to give clean
administration. It also sought to secure the sympadf the underground by
promising to release all political prisoners, tothdraw Unlawful Activities

(Prevention) Act, and to bring about a permaneiitipal settlement with peace.
Moreover, the UDF party was a mass based partytaumfluence in the countryside
was gaining strength. With the dissension in theO¥\party rank, the UDF party
gained much support, won the majority of the seathe election, and could muster

support of sufficient independents for the formatis the Ministry in the state

However, Mr. Vizol could not remain in the officerfa long time. It could hardly
function for a year, as crisis arose within the Upd&ity on March 8, 1975. Mr.
Tokheho Sema, a cabinet minister resigned fromMtheVizol ministry, thereafter,
he along with seven other members of the legidatissembly defected from the
UDF party and joined the NNO party. After this defen, Mr. J.B. Jasokie of NNO
party formed the government but he also could fdimen government only for ten
days due to defection politics. Finally, the Gowerof Nagaland promulgated the

President Rule in Nagaland on"2®larch 1975.

Again, the regional political party under the saperty nomenclature, United
Democratic Front (UDF) contested thd' 4eneral assembly election held on
November 18, 1977. The election manifesto of theFlarty was that, it showed

faith in the Shillong Accord, promised to find oslution to the Naga political

> B. N. Agrawal (1997), Op.cit. p.586
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problem, to secure integration of contiguous Nagasand to expedite settlement of
boundary issue with the neighbouring states. So, dgimme bound development
schemes, achieving self-sufficiency in food, acegieg rural electrification and
water supply programmes. The Congress (I) partyradsthe Naga people in its
election manifesto about the party firm desire phald the special constitutional
provision under Article 371 (A), to give full suppdo the underground leaders in
the formulation and implementation of “other issussating to clause Ill of the
Shillong Accord. Which states that, the represergat of the underground
organisation should have reasonable time to forrawdther issues for discussion for
final settlemerf. The National Convention of Nagaland (NCN), a npslitical
party also promise to give priority to the econordevelopment of the backward
areas, establishment of more industries in theestatlage housing and village

welfare programme.

The UDF party again won the election with 35 se@tsngress (I) won 15 seats,
National Convention of Nagaland (NCN) won 1 seat &mdependent won 8 seats.
The UDF party with again Mr. Vizol as Chief Ministtormed the government. An
analysis of the results of the 1977 election rexd@t the Congress got defeated due
to excessiveness committed by Mrs. Indira Gandiei ,then Prime Minister of India
during the National Emergency. Another reason leetive UDF party victory was
that it obtained support of the underground Nagagstds whom the party leaders

had remained very much sympathetic and liberal. Shidong Accord had enabled

16 Charles Chaise (2005), Op.cit. p.197
7' B. N. Agrawal (1997), Op.cit. p.589
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thousands of Naga undergrounds to come over granddhey all voted in favour of

UDF candidate$.

However, Mr. Vizol could not complete his tenureedo politics of defection. The
crisis arose when the UDF party expelled Mr. S.&nid, the then Deputy Chief
Minister in Mr. Vizol ministry. Mr. S.C. Jamir algnwith the expelled members of
UDF party formed a new political party called UditeDemocratic Front

(Progressive). After that, Mr. S.C. Jamir mergesd barty to newly formed Naga
National Party (NNP) party of Mr. J.B. Jasokie, aramed it as United Legislature

Party (ULP), under his leadership.

The expulsion of Mr. S.C. Jamir from the party ahd defection within the UDF
party brought down the UDF ministry under Mr. Vizmh April 1980. Thereafter,
Mr. S.C. Jamir formed the government with his neWdymed United Legislature
Party (ULP) but even he could able to stay in tfie@only for 48 days due to the
politics of defection. As the Naga National Pam§NP) of Mr. J.B. Jasokie which
merged with Mr. S.C. Jamir UDF (Progressive) pavgs not satisfied in Mr. S.C.
Jamir United Legislature Party (ULP) governmentisTdissatisfaction among the
former members of NNP in United Legislature Pakty®) led to the withdrawal of
former NNP members from ULP government and it bhdudgpwn Mr. S.C. Jamir

government.

The Naga National Party (NNP), which had defectedhfUnited Legislature Party
(ULP), decided to merge with United Democratic Er@dDF) party. Hence, the

regional political party in Nagaland once again emeent a change in its party

'8 Kuhoi K. Zhimomi (2004), Op.cit. p.125
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nomenclature. This merger led to a change in partgmenclature to Naga National
Democratic Party (NNDP). In June 1980, a new NNDRistry headed by Mr. J.B.
Jasokie replaced Mr. S.C. Jamir ULP ministry. THeD¥ government headed by

Mr. J.B. Jasokie continued to be in power until ieett general election in 1982
Naga National Democratic Party (NNDP) 1981

The official merger of United Democratic Front (UDparty with Naga National
Party (NNP) and change of nomenclature to NagaoNaki Democratic Party
(NNDP) took place on"8December 1981, at UDF part}! General Session held at

Kohima. The aims and objectives of Naga NationahDeratic party (NNDP),

1. To help in finding a solution to Naga political ptem through peaceful
means.

2. To strive for greater Nagaland.

3. To safeguard political, social, economic and religi rights of the people of
Nagaland.

4. To work for economic self-reliance.

5. To promote and uphold the cultural heritage offgbeple.

6. To advocate the establishment of a government baiseéde Naga pattern of

society’.

The regional party in Nagaland under the new notaéure called NNDP contested
the 8" general assembly election in Nagaland held dhN6vember 1982 and won

24 seats. Both the NNDP and Congress (I) partyredcequal seats but it was the

e Nagaland (1988): 25 Years of Growth and Development, Op.cit. p.7
> The Constitution of Naga National Democratic Party (1980)
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Congress (l) party, which formed the governmenhiite support of Independents.
The Naga National Democratic Party (NNDP) agairt the 6" general assembly
election held on November 18, 1987 as the party ey 18 seats as compared to
Congress () party which won 34 seats. The reasdrind the NNDP defeat in the
election was due to the politics of defection amtmg party members. The role of
the money and muscle power had also begun to playpnportant role in the state
politics and it played a great role in deciding th&come of the elections results
during this time. Where, the party manifesto of NNDike solving the Naga
political issue, peace and economic developmenh®fstate could not have much

impact on the voters.

On July 30, 1988, thirteen out of the 34 CongrédsM{As under Mr. K.L. Chishi

defected from the Congress (I) party and this binbugown the Congress (I)
government and led to another constitutional crisisthe state. For which the
President rule was imposed for the second timehénstate on August 7, 1988

When the Nagaland state was under the Presidelt Baoé political development
took place in the Nagaland state politics. That,whe nomenclature of regional
political party in Nagaland was changed. This tintayas the defectors from the
Congress (I) party led by Mr. K.L. Chishi decided jpin the Naga National
Democratic Party (NNDP). The NNDP in order to acowwmdate the members
coming from other party, decided to change itsypadmenclature. It was on th& 6

General Session of the NNDP, which was held in [Ppunan September 21, 1988,

2 Zhangulie (ed) (1989), 25 Years of Nagaland Legislative Assembly, Nagaland Legislative Assembly
Secretariat, Kohima, pp.7-8.
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the party decided to change its nomenclature tcaldag People’s Council (NPE)
The Election Commission gave its approval to theange of the party’'s
nomenclature from NNDP to NPC vide its notificatibio.56/84.XXXXVIIIl dated

November 18, 1988,
Nagaland People’s Council (NPC) 1988

The regional political party that represented ire ti" Nagaland Legislative
Assembly was under the nomenclature Nagaland Psoptauncil party and it has

the following aims and objects:

1. To prepare the ground for solution of the Naga tRali problem through
peaceful means.

2. To work for unity and integrity of the people.

3. To work for economic advancement of the people wfhkcial emphasis on
rural development.

4. To work for the preservation of tradition and cudiuvalues of the Naga
people while introducing reforms aimed at charabteiding.

5. To strive for clean and efficient administratian

In the 7" general assembly election, the NPC party contetecelection with its
election manifesto, to solve the Naga politicaliesso give clean administration, for
economic development of the state and of the aned development. The Congress
(I) party laid emphasis on the party achievemenit®past five years in government

in its election manifesto. The NPC party won ondy seats, while the Congress (1)

2 Zhangulie (ed) (1989), Op.cit. pp.7-8.
2 V.. Hokuto Jimomi (2009), Op.cit. p.8.
**  The Constitution of Nagaland People’s Council (1990), Titan Printing Press, Kohima
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party won 36 seats and formed the government with $IC. Jamir as Chief
Minister. Again, due to politics of defection, thlPC party was able to topple the
Congress (I) government and Mr. K.L. Chishi of Np&ty formed the government
on 18" May 1990. However, crisis arose within the NPCtypand for which Mr.

K.L. Chishi had to resign from the post of Chiefriigter on 18 June 1990.

After that, the NPC party elected Mr. Vamuzo aseEMinister on 18 June 1990,
although he was not a member of Legislative Assgrtii#gn. Mr. Vamuzo himself
could not able to stay in the office for long doepblitics of defection, which led to
instability in the government. For which, the Pdesit Rule was again imposed in
Nagaland state or'2April 1992 and which continued till thé"8egislative assembly
election held on February 1993. In th® Rgislative assembly election held on
February 1993, the regional political party corgdsthe election under the same
party nomenclature, Nagaland People’s Council (NRC}his general election, the
NPC party won 17 seats and it lost to Congrespdt)y, who won 35 seats. It was
reported that, during this general election themrewmany incidents of booth
capturing by the Congress (I) supporters and iremakent of underground, which
helped the Congress to win the election. The C@3sgf® party under the leadership
of Mr. S.C. Jamir formed the government oi%2ebruary 199%. There was not so
much disturbance in the™8Nagaland Legislative Assembly and for which the
government was unable to complete its tenure. Thiégs of defection among the
party members and the role of money and muscle palse played a great role in

deciding the results during this period also.

> E.T. Ezung (2002), Op.cit. p.10.
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Another major political event took place in Nagalastate politics during the™
Nagaland Legislative Assembly in 1998. With thensig of ceasefire agreement
between the Government of India and NSCN (IM), Wwhiame into effect on®1
August 1997 and was followed by political talks dolve the Indo-Naga political
issue. It had been 50 years without any concrdtgigo to Naga political issue and
it had been the utmost desire of the Naga peoplarfearly and peaceful solution to
Naga political issue. Various NGOs headed by Nagad;the apex Naga tribal
body in a meeting held at Naga Club building at it on 28' January 1998,
decided to boycott the™general assembly election, to be held off Z&bruary
1998, under the slogan “No Solution, No Electioftiey also gave a call to the Naga
people in general and to the political parties amtipular, not to participate or file
their nominatio®. However, the Government of India decided to caondie
general assembly election in Nagaland as per stdabdas the regular elections are

the most essential feature of any democratic state.

The Nagaland People’s Council (NPC) party, a regjigolitical party, whose main
objective was to be a mediator and to bring anysiptes means to solve the Naga
political issue peacefully agreed to this boycaitl by Naga civil societies. For
which, the regional political party was not represe in the ¥ Legislative
Assembly. The election to thd"9egislative assembly was held in Nagaland as per
scheduled. Besides, the Congress () party andifdependents, no other political
parties particularly the regional political partgrpcipated in the election. The results
of the 9" legislative assembly election was that the Corgg(Bsparty won 53 seats

unopposed and Independent won 7 seats. The boyamteof 1998 election was a

?® 'H. John Sema (December 2012), Op.cit. p.21
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failure, the reason had been that, the Naga Hatb N(GOs did not try to mobilise
public support from the grass root level. Moreovehad also been alleged that, the
Congress party under the leadership of Mr. S. @iirJaad paid crores of rupees to

NSCN (IM) to boycott the electih

In the year 2002, the regional political party aganderwent another change in its
party’s nomenclature. The reason was that, the IdadaPradesh Congress
Committee (NPCC) published a booklet called “Bedrof Naga Society” in the
year 2000. It was alleged that in this bookletahtains some derogatory remarks
about the Nagas, for which the Naga people as ageilarious NGOs in Nagaland
condemned this booklet. The criticisms and condé¢immdor this booklet also came
out within the Congress (1) party. Congress (I)}dkya like Mr. Neiphiu Rio and K.
Therie, both of them a cabinet minister in Congi#sparty government condemned
this booklet and resigned from the party. With thiesignation, they decided to join
the Nagaland People’s Council (NPC) party. Henlge,regional political party had
to change its party nomenclature to accommodat@angy members coming from
other party. To this effect, the Constitution (fluamendment) 2002 was taken up
by NPC to accommodate the other party members frotside. On the 9 General
Convention of NPC held on October 18, 2002 at Kahint changed its party
nomenclature to Nagaland People’s Front (NBFwith party symbol, motto,
principles, aims and objects remains the same and/idol was elected as the party

President.

7 'H. John Sema (December 2012), Op.cit. p.21
a Nagaland People’s Front (July, 2005), The Constitution: Fifth Amendment, NPF, Kohima, p.1
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Nagaland People’s Front (NPF) 2002

The regional political party in Nagaland got a naamenclature known as the
Nagaland People’s Front (NPF) on™®ctober 2002. The NPF party had the
following as its aims and objectives and that isMark and assist in any possible
manner on any approach for a peaceful solutiorheflhdo-Naga political issue,

integrating all contiguous Naga inhabited areaseume administrative roof and to

strive for a clean and an efficient administratfon

The NPF party had in its party manifesto for th€ g@neral assembly election that,
to solve the Naga political issue, integration lbN&aga inhabited areas, transparency
in decision making, corruption free governance |thefar all and to provide stable
economic infrastructures to underdeveloped &fe@be Congress (l) party had also
in its party manifesto for economic developmentdjgovernance and solution to
Naga issue. The NPF party led alliance startedetbetion campaign with similar
election manifesto, the NPF party criticised then@ess (l) party for its booklet
“Bedrock of Naga Society” and termed it as a saetl@f Naga rights. The NPF party
made an appeal to the Naga people that it woukkestble Naga issue within three
months if the party is voted to power. The partyiased the Congress (I) party not
only of its inability to solve the Naga politicaésue but also corruption in the

government at all levels.

On the other hand, most of the Naga people didcoosidered the Congress (I)

government as people’s government, since the Nagale did not participated in

? Ibid. pp.2-3,
0 Nagaland People’s Front: 2003 Election Manifesto
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the 9" general assembly election that was held in 1998rebler, many Nagas
considered the booklet of the Congress (I) partgdi®ck of Naga Society” as a sell
out of Nagas right. It is for these reasons, th& [Rrty wave was very strong in the

10" general assembly election held in 2003 and whechtd the defeat of Congress

() party.

The NPF party won 19 seats and the Congress (l)24cseats, but due to pre-poll
alliance, the NPF-led alliance formed the governnveith Mr. Neiphiu Rio as the
Chief Minister. However, Mr. Neiphiu Rio could nodmplete the full tenure due to
defection within the NPF party, which created astiuational crisis in the state and
it led to the dissolution of the house and impositbf the President Rule in the state
on 3 January 2008 to $March 2008. It was just 2 months before the cotigieof

five years tenure.

In the 11" Nagaland Legislative Assembly, the NPF party cameas the single
largest party with 26 seats followed by Congre¥svith 23 seat€. The NPF party
with its alliance and with the support of Indepemdeformed the government. Mr.
Neiphiu Rio became the Chief Minister of Nagalamd aompleted the full term in
the office. In the 11 general assembly election, the politics of defectand the
Congress (l) party criticisms of NPF party inalpilib keep the election promise in
2003, that was to solve the Naga political issu¢hiwi three months and its
corruptions charges against the NPF party led gwwent could not make much
impact on the voters in Nagaland. On the other hdhd NPF party election

manifesto, where the party highlighted the varideselopmental works that had

31 Chubatemjen Ao (2012), Op.cit. p.91.
2 Ibid. p.91.
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been done in the past five years, reassurancestdldiga people to strive for early
settlement of Naga issue and integrating all Nababited areas. The party’s nature
of campaign, where it criticised the Congress @ity at the Centre for its lack of

seriousness in solving the Naga political issugp &und much appeal among the
voters in Nagaland. For these reasons, the NPl part the 2008 general assembly
election. Moreover, the crisis of leadership andgudity within the Congress (I)

party, as there was no consensus leader amongithéra state was also one of the

reasons for the Congress (1) party defeat in Naghla

Towards the end of the year 2008, a major politsant took place in the Nagaland
politics. The NPF party, which was confine onlyNagaland state in order to expand
its wing to other Naga inhabited areas changetsiparty’s nomenclature. The word
‘Nagaland’ was changed to ‘Naga’ and thus the fmrtgmenclature became Naga
People’s Front (NPF) from Nagaland People’s FroiirK). With this move, the NPF

party had expanded it party units to all the Nadebited areas of Northeast India.
The party’s territorial expansion can also be sesean effort of the party to work for

integrating all the Nagas inhabited areas, whictd hBo been one of the main

objectives of the regional political party in Nagadl since its emergence.

In the 4" General Convention of the Nagaland People’s FiNRF) held on the 18

November 2008, at Kohima, the party resolved toeutatte the challenges of
widening the geo-political boundaries of the patdythe rest of the country as
enshrined in the constitutional provision of Artidl No.2 Clause (c). Hence, the

nomenclature ‘Nagaland People’s Front’ assumed & name ‘Naga People’s
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Front™3. To give effect to the party aim of territorial p@nsion, Nagaland Chief
Minister, Mr. Neiphiu Rio hoisted the NPF flag aimdmally announced the opening

of NPF unit in Manipur state at Senapati on MayZ®, £*,
Naga People’s Front (NPF) 2008-till date

The regional political party under the new nometwrkaNaga People’s Front (NPF),
which was changed on $8ovember 2008, contested the™1general assembly
election held in February 2013. The NPF party wos absolute majority with 38
seats, the Congress (I) won 8 seats, Independemt8ageats, National Congress
Party (NCP) won 4 seats, BJP won 1 seat and J&adtgJ) won 1 seat. Riding on
the crest of the positive wave created by the fmapgyomise of an honourable and
acceptable “political settlement” to the vexed Nagditical problems, the NPF-led
Democratic Alliance of Nagaland (DAN) obtained thandate to form government
for the third consecutive term. The NPF proactmie i the Joint Legislature Forum
(JLF) seemed to have helped the ruling party topapular support for a permanent
solution to the Naga political issue. Describing terdict as a vote for “Peace,
Development and Stability”, Rio said the DAN'’s thironsecutive term showed that,

“regionalism is here to stay in Nagalafitl”

Another factor for the NPF party victory was thide Congress (1) party could not
able to win the voters in their favour over theeg#td corruptions charges that had
been prevailing in almost all the governmental digpants. The leadership crisis and

disunity within the Congress (I) party coupled wittoney and muscle power and

3, Naga People’s Front (2009), The Constitutional: Sixth Amendment, NPF, Kohima, p.3

M. Gariangmei R Naga (2013), “Analysis on Expansion of Naga People’s Front Beyond Nagaland
State”, South Asia Politics, Abhaya Kashyap, New Delhi, August, Vol.12, No.4, p.34

> Frontiline (March 22, 2013), p.133
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involvement of NSCN (IM) in favour of NPF party sv@layed a great role in the

victory of NPF party in the 12legislative assembly election.

The NPF led alliance formed the government with Meiphiu Rio as the Chief
Minister for the third consecutive term. For whidiagaland Chief Minister, Mr.
Neiphiu Rio had become the only leader to leadrégtonal party to victory in
Nagaland Assembly elections for the third conseeuterm in the 50-year-old
history of Nagaland stat® On being elected to Lok Sabha in 2014, Mr. NeigRio

the Chief Minister of Nagaland had vacated theceffand Mr. T.R. Zeliang had

succeeded him as the Chief Minister of Nagaland.

In a field survey conducted to know the reason fmklthe NPF party’s victory is

shown in table 1.3.

Q. What may be the reason for the NPF party’s wcito Nagaland for the past three

consecutive terms in the general assembly ele&ions

Reasons In percentage
A Due to good leadership 4%
B Due to developmental activities 2%
C Due to money and muscle power 20%
D Due to support of insurgent groups 6%
E A&B 2%
F C&D 57%
G All of the above 9%
H Don’t know Nil

Table 1.3 (souriield survey)

When the respondents was asked, why NPF party wornhg three consecutive

terms in state general assembly elections. 57%eofdspondents replied, it was due

*® M. Gariangmei R Naga (2013), Op.cit. p.32
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to money, muscle and from the support of insurgeowp. They said that, since NPF
party strongly support the Naga issue for which itteairgent group had some soft
corner for their party and in return they werealt to support the NPF party and
prevent the Congress (I) party from coming to powerddition, the NPF party had
used money to buy votes and muscle power to intiteidhe voters. 20% of the
respondents said that it was due to money and mpseler. They said that, the NPF
party bought everything with their money power avitere they could not do with
money, they had used force. 9% of the respondeaits all of the above given
options. For them, some voters voted for NPF bexdlusy liked the leadership of
NPF, some due to their developmental activitiesiciwithey had seen, some voters
were bought with money and even the party got thppaert of insurgent group. 6%
of the respondents said due to the support froorgesnt group, 4% said due to good
leadership, 2% said due to developmental activires another 2% said due to good

leadership and developmental activities.

Again, the same respondents were asked the re&sotise defeat of Congress (1)

party in Nagaland, the respondents response isrshotable 1.4
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Q. According to you, what may be the reason forftikire of Congress party in

Nagaland?
Reasons In Percentage
A Due to leadership crisis 36%
B Due to internal fighting among the party members | 12%
C Failed to protect the identity of the Nagas 3%
D Failed to address socio-economic problems of | thE%
Nagas
E All of the above 25%
F Can't say 13%

Talild (source: field survey)

Out of the total respondents, who were asked, whatthe reasons for the failure for
the Congress party in Nagaland, 36% of the respuadgaid that, it was due to
leadership crisis in the Congress () party. Thespondents say that, there was no
consensus leader among the Congress (I) party vidiabceptable to all. It was for
this reason, the Congress (l) party could not bedrunder one leader and fight the
election. Every candidate was busy in his or hen canstituency and there was no
unity of command and coordination for the wholetya25% of the respondents said,
all of the above reasons were responsible foratgdle in the last assembly election.
For these respondents, the Congress (I) partydfaiell fronts in Nagaland. They
admit that there was leadership crisis, interrgtiting, the party had not been able to
address the socio-economic problems of the Nagdssame section of the Nagas
felt that a national party cannot protect the Nafgntity. 13% of the respondents
said they can’'t say why Congress (I) party lost éhection in Nagaland. Their
reasons behind this was that, in Nagaland theiefectare not conducted in free and

fair manner and the party aims, objectives, eleat@nifesto and the performance of
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the party had never been put to fair test. As thectiens had always been
overshadowed with money, muscle and gun power. tJedeh circumstances in
which elections are held, it is difficult for theto say the exact reasons why
Congress (l) party failed in Nagaland. 12% of tBspondents said that, the reason
was due to internal fighting within the Congressparty members. They said that
everyone wants to be the Chief Minister even befbey had won the election and
this internal fighting had brought down the pat$% of the respondents said that,
the Congress () party had almost ruled the Naglksaate for 20 years and had done
nothing for the socio-economic development for Nagas and for which the people
did not vote for them. 3% of the respondents, iebethat a national party cannot
protect the identity of the Nagas and they wantedgional party to be in power
which can preserve and protect the Naga identity fan which the people did not

vote for them.

Since, settling the Naga political issue had bdem ¢lection manifesto for all
political parties contesting election in Nagalafot,which the same respondents was
asked another question about Nagaland politicsNagh issue. The response of the

respondents is shown in table 1.5

Q. Do you think that in Nagaland, state politicgalees around Naga political issue?

Options In Percentage
A Yes 57%
B No 26%
C Don’t know 17%

Tabl® {source: field survey)
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When the question was asked to the respondents,tiaathink about whether the
Nagaland state politics revolve around the Nagatigal issue. Out of the total
respondents, 57% of the respondents said yes. Jdidythat since the first general
election in Nagaland to till date, the Naga pdditissue had been one of the main
issues in every election manifesto and the elec@mpaign are planned and strategy
are made according to it. Since every Naga peopletsmto have a solution on the
Naga political issue, people tends to favour theypavhich strongly supports for the
Naga political problem. Not only that even the mg&nts group supports the party
that has a strong policy for the solution of thegBlassue. 26% of the respondents
said no. They said that the Nagaland state politozss not revolve around the Naga
political issue alone. According to them, in Nagalaelection manifesto, aims and
objectives of the party, policy and programmeshef party and issues does not have
any impact on the state politics. The state paliti@in revolve around on individual,
tribe and money and for which they don't find thhie state politics revolve around

the Naga political issue.

On the other, 17% of the respondents said thaty then't know whether the
Nagaland state politics revolve around the Nagatigal issue or not. These
respondents said that, they are confused with titengy behaviour of the Naga
people. Many a time’s money, muscle and gun powdrdirected the voting pattern
in Nagaland and for which it is difficult to sayyarssue that have impact on state

politics.
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Other Regional political Parties in Nagaland

There were also some other political parties whias formed in Nagaland with
regional characteristic but it was formed just be eve of election, and when the
election are over, the party either got dissolvetherged with other political parties.
Some of these political parties, which were a raeweEgl party and won seats in the

Nagaland Legislative Assembly and deserved to b&iore are mention below:
National Convention of Nagaland (NCN) 1977

National Convention of Nagaland (NCN) was a newitjpal party, which was

formed just on the eve of"4yeneral assembly election in 1977. Mr. Melhopruoye
who was the former member of Rajya Sabha, foundedParty’. The party had a
‘Naga Warrior’ as a party symbol and the mottohef party was ‘Deeds not Words'.
The aims and objectives of the party was to maintaiity and solidarity of the

people and to work for their upliftment, basing eguality of opportunity, and to
safeguard political, economic, social and tradaiomghts and religious freedom of

the Naga peopfé

In the 4" general assembly election, the party set up itsdidates in 31
constituencies, where the party won only 1 seat. Menlanmo Kikon of 40 A/C
Bhandari, Wokha won the lone seat for NCN partytet@an the NCN party merged

with the UDF party and formed the NNDP party.

%7 Chandrika Singh (2004), Op.cit. p.139
% _The Constitution of National Convention of Nagaland (1977)
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Nagaland People’s Party (NPP) 1987

The Nagaland People’s Party (NPP) was formed orevieeof &' general assembly
election in 1987 by Mr. Huska Sumi. The symbolla party was ‘Elephant’ and the
motto of the party was ‘Nagaism’. The aims and cigjef the party, is to initiate a
mass participation for establishing a social ofolesed on the principles of justice,
equality and liberty. In all its activities, therpais guided by the philosophy of
‘Nagaism’. Which alone can safeguard the rights amdrest of the people of

Nagaland and preserve Naga pattern of societyellyerheck exploitation of man by

mart®.

In the 6" general assembly election, the NNP set up 32 datel, where the party
could return only one candidate as victory. Mr. Athemba from 24 A/C

Angetyongpang, Mokokchung won in NPP ticket.
Nationalist Democratic Movement (NDM) 2002

The Nationalist Democratic Movement (NDM) was fornen the eve of 10
general assembly election, which was held on 200@& party had the following
aims and objectives to integrate all contiguousadNaiggeas under the umbrella of one
administrative unit, to assist for peaceful solntim Naga political issue and to
launch a democratic movement to bring about scamma economic reformations

mainly through electoral and administrative reforms

The NDM party set up 25 candidates in th& Nagaland assembly election. The

party could able to win only 5 seats, where evengurty president Mr. K.L. Chishi

**  The Constitution Of Nagaland People’s Party (1987)
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lost the election. The NDM party was hit by defentias four of its MLA, Mr. K.
Hollohon, Mr. Kipli Sangtam, Mr. Hukavi and Mr. HerKonyak joined NPF and
ultimately reduced the NDM MLA to one. Thereaftih;,. K.L. Chishi the President
of NDM party held a series of meeting with partyders and workers and he
proposed to merge with the national political pa@y 25" February 2004, the party

took the decision to merge with Congress (1) in &lagd®.
Democratic Labour Party (DLP) 1993

Mr. Chalie Kevichusa founded the Democratic Lab@arty in Nagaland. He was a
former General Secretary in United Democratic Rastt when Nagaland People’s
Council (NPC) party decided to have coalition witle Congress () party in 1990,
he resigned from the NPC party on ideological gtbuhhereafter, he formed his
own party known as Democratic Labour Party (DLRJ #ms party contested in the
8" general assembly election in Nagaland. The pastydcable to set up only 3
candidates in the election, where one of its caatdidVir. Y. Sulanthung Lotha from
39 A/C Sanis, Wokha won the election but later efedted to Congress (l) party.

Later, the DLP merged with the NNDP.

0 V. Hokuto Jimomi (2009), Op.cit. p.199
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Chapter 4

Role of Regional Palitical Party in Nagaland: A Critical Appraisal
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The regional political party, since its emergenca tcontested in all general
assembly elections in the state, except the Neislative assembly election, which
was held in 1998. On several occasions, the rebmaréy had contested the general
assembly elections under different party nomencdabwt the party motto, symbol,
aims and objectives had remained the same. Inctiapter, an attempt is made to
study the role of the regional political party iragdland since its emergence as a
political party. To analyse, what role it had pldyand what impact it had on the
political, social and economic life of Nagas. Atical analyse on the role of regional
political party in Nagaland is also made in thister, as the very existence of the
regional political party in Nagaland with the sapety motto, symbol, aims and
objectives, also signifies that the party is caesiy pursuing its original aims and
objectives. Since one of the main objectives far ¢mergence of regional political
party in Nagaland is to bring final solution to Nagplitical issue and to dissolve the
party once it had been achieved. This had posedi@us question on the role of the

regional political party in Nagaland.

Moreover, the party had also been under critici$onsits wrong policies and its
ineffectiveness for protecting the Naga identitgpaas a political party, it had lacked
in creating political consciousness among the nsassel had neither led any
political movements in the state. For which a catianalysis on the role of regional

party in Nagaland had also been made in this chapte

However, the regional political party in its existe as a political party in the state
for more than 50 years had also initiated and implated certain policies and

programmes, that was not only intended to presemeé protect but also to
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strengthen the traditional institution of Nagas.efehhad also been certain party
policies and programmes that had left deep impad¢he social and economic life of
the Nagas. The regional party had also been véiyeaao voicing out for preserving

and protecting the Naga identity and for an easlytson to Naga political issue.

Hence in this chapter, the role of regional pdditiparty and a critical analysis of its

role in Nagaland is been made.
Political
Rolein Naga Palitical Issue

The emergence of regional political party in Nagdldas its roots in the Naga
political issue and for which to solve this isswl lbeen one of its main objectives.
The Democratic Party of Nagaland (DPN) formed i83,%declared in its manifesto
that it was an ‘adhoc’ party, set up for a definperpose of bringing peace and
normalcy in the strife torn country of NagaldndSince then, though the
nomenclature of the regional party had changed niams but its original aims and

objectives had remained the same.

This is what had been about the emergence of rabolitical party in Nagaland
but on the other hand, the efforts of the regiguitical party in being a mediator
and to bring final settlement to Naga politicaluess seen very less as compared to
civil societies in Nagaland like Nagaland Baptistu@h Council (NBCC) and Naga
Hoho. As these two NGO'’s, is seen playing morec#iffe role in mediating and

bringing ceasefire agreement between the Governn@dntindia and Naga

! Bendangangshi (1993), Op.cit. p.156
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underground. The first ceasefire agreement signet964 and another significant
ceasefire agreement signed in 1997, where it wasNB®CC which played a major

role, with little role from regional political part

Moreover, in the words of H. John Seinahere he said that, the regional political
party neither in the past nor at present was & parény political dialogue between
the Government of India and Naga underground thew, can a party say that it will
bring final settlement to Naga political issue. dddition to this, the NPF party
during 2003 state general assembly election mauteraise to the Naga people that,
the party will bring solution to Naga issue withtmree (3) monthsif the party is
voted to power. However, even after the party had tree consecutive terms, still
the Naga political issue is unresolved and for Whibe party seriousness in bringing
solution to this issue had been question and is#it For which, the question had
also been is it a political ploy to win over theabrate for the sake of forming the

government and capturing power.

However, it does not mean that, the regional malitparty had not made any effort
nor played any effective role in finding towardsdi solution to Naga political issue.
The Democratic Party of Nagaland (DPN), from thésetof its existence had been
seen pressurising the ruling party i.e. Naga Natieh Organization (NNO) for a

political ceasefire agreeménwhich led the Government of Nagaland passed the

resolution for setting up of Peace Mission orl"18arch 1964. This led to the

’Note: H. John Sema is a Professor in the Department of Political Science, Nagaland University, Hgrs:
Lumami

® The Nagaland Post, Saturday, April 5, 2014, Dimapur, p.1

‘. Bendangangshi (1993), Op.cit. p. 157

> . Hokishe Sema (1986), Op.cit. p.107
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signing of the first ceasefire agreement betweeneBuonent of India and Naga

National Council (NNC) on'BSeptember 1964.

With the signing of first ceasefire agreement, tak 12 elected MLA’s of DPN
resigned en bloc onf"8ecember 1964 and eventually dissolved their fdese}f, as
they thought that their objectives had been aclkiewr. A. Kevichusa, the then
Party President of Democratic Party of NagalandNRRRven made a strong plea to
‘to start all over again’. He wanted dissolution thle newly elected legislative
assembly and doing away with the mini§frgo that, it can pave the way for the

peaceful settlement of Naga political issue.

What can be seen here is that, the regional partjNagaland from the very
beginning had always been sympathetic and libeécalards Naga underground. It
was for this, the then Governor of Nagaland callpdn the then Chief Minister of
Nagaland, Mr. Vizol of United Democratic Front (UPMparty to pledge his
allegiance to the constitution of India and his stdational duty to uphold its
territorial integrity. The reasons behind this was that, how can aigaliparty

functioning under the Indian constitution and owitg)allegiance to it can have a

close relations with those group which are agahesindian Constitution.

The effort of the regional party in solving the Maigsue was also seen in 1998,
when the Nagaland People’s Council (NPC), a regipoétical party then, did not

contest in the Ninth general assembly election dyoycotted call given by Naga

® . B.B.Kumar (2005), Op.cit. p.169

7. Kuhoi K. Zhimomi (2004), Op.cit. p.125

g, Rajesh Dev (2011), “Democracy, Ethnic Fractionalization and Competitive Politics: The Case of
States in Northeast India”, in Paul Wallace and Ramasaray Roy (eds), India’s 2009 Elections:
Coalition Politics, Party Competition and Congress Continuity, Sage Publications, New Delhi, p.377
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Hoho, under the slogan “No Solution, No Electioli.the Tenth general assembly
election that has held on 2003, the regional malitiparty under the new
nomenclature, Nagaland People’s Front (NPF) cosdeahd won the election. Mr.
Rio, after becoming the Chief Minister of Nagalamte again said that the decade
long Naga political issue would be the top prioritlythe Democratic Alliance of
Nagaland (DANJ. The DAN government constituted a Consultative Guitee of
Peace (CCP) to facilitate the peace process irstidite. The CCP then resolved to
endorse the DAN government’s stand of maintainigi-eloseness to all groups and
civil societies with a view to facilitate an earbolution of the Naga political

problent®.

However, since the Consultative Committee for Pé@€&P) was not successful due
to non-inclusion of other political party membefsy which the government
disbanded it on 2006 and in 2009, it formed a newnroittee called, Joint
Legislature Forum (JLF). This Forum comprised dfthke 60 legislators in the
assembly and one significant outcome of the Forwas that, on 19 July 2012, the
JLF resolved to pave the way for an “alternativer@gement” and step aside from
the present position in the event of a logical tusion to the ongoing Naga peace
proces$’. Perhaps, this is the first time in the historyNafga politics, where all the
political parties formed a common front and spakeme voice for the solution of

vexed Naga political isstfe

° . Chandirika Singh (2004), Op.cit. p.210

% 'H. John Sema (September 2011), “Naga Politics: Issues and Problems”, in South Asia Politics,
Vol.10,No.5, Abhaya Kashyap, New Delhi, pp-29-30

" The Nagaland Post, Friday, July 20, 2012, Dimapur, p.1

2 H. John Sema (December 2012), Op.cit. p.24
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In what can be seen as another major effort towlsledga political issue was that, in
2008, the nomenclature of the regional politicattypawas change from ‘Nagaland
People’s Front’ to ‘Naga People’s Frafit' This change in party’s nomenclature was
seen not only for party territorial expansion busoain support of territorial
integration of all Naga inhabited areas. It cameudlivhen the peace talks between
the Government of India and NSCN (IM) had almostalkdown due to integration
issue. Mr. Neiphiu Rio, the then Chief Ministerégaland, while opening the NPF
unit in Manipur state at Senapati on May 28, 201dven said that, ‘integration of
Naga homeland’ is the birth right of the Najadhis territorial expansion of the

party had strengthened the demand of integratiragl dfaga inhabited areas.
Role asan Opposition Party

As an opposition party the role of the regionaltpan articulating political
aspiration, political education, creating politicainsciousness and awareness among
the masses is not effective. For which, till ddtte tegional political party could not
able to lead any mass political movement against #ctions, policies and
programmes of the ruling party that was againstititerest of the state and Naga
people. For instance, like in 1972 when the Naghlatate was transferred to
Ministry of Home Affairs from Ministry of Externalffairs'® It was a clear
abrogation of 18 point agreement signed between Government of ladih Naga
People’s Convention (NPC), which gave special stadNagaland state unlike other

states in India. In this event, the United FronNafaland (UFN), a regional political

. Naga People’s Front (2009), Op.cit. p.3

. M. Gariangmei R Naga (August 2013), Op.cit. p.34

. NPF: Lecture delivered by Nagaland Chief Minister at India Habitat Centre, Op.cit. p.5
. Charles Chasie (2005), Op.cit. p.77
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party then, was in opposition and it neither comldbilise people nor was able to
lead any mass political movement to oppose thestearof state from Ministry of
External Affairs to Home Ministry. At the most, therotested the action of the

Central government in the Nagaland Legislative Addg.

The regional political party might had lacked iti@rating political consciousness
and awareness and for which it had been ineffedtivéeading mass political
movements, but it is also not assumed that it heehban ineffective opposition
party. The regional party had always brought therpies and issues of the state
before the ruling party and had often criticiseé taling party, whenever it had
neglected and over looked those issues. To brimgitakolution to Naga political
issue had been one of the top most priorities efsttate and to achieve this end, it
had often criticised the ruling party, if they hi@iled to frame any policy to pursue
or to solve the political issue in the statdt had even accused the ruling party by
saying that, the party policy is simply to prolahg Naga problef. So also, on the
guestion of protecting the Naga people and itstilefitom the outsiders, it had been
pressuring the ruling party to handle this issmeesiely and strictly enforce the Inner
Line Regulation in the stdfe Instance like, Mr. Chupfu-O of NNDP, while

protesting, questioned the government about howatteégners and other non-locals

' Official Report, Proceeding of the Nagaland Legislative Assembly, 2™ Legislative Assembly
Proceedings (1969-70), Assembly Secretariat, Kohima, p.42
18 .

. Ibid. p.36
¥ Official Report, Proceeding of the Nagaland Legislative Assembly, 5t Legislative Assembly
Proceedings (1982), Assembly Secretariat, Kohima, p.259
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unauthorised persons had been allowed to settfeifRailway colony at Dimaptf

can be stated here.

However, on the other hand, though the regionatyphad been very vocal in
criticising the ruling party whenever, they are riduneglecting the priorities and
issues before the state but the regional partif itsel also failed to address these
issues, when the party had been in power. Fornnstahe migration of non-Naga in
Nagaland was also seen very high during the tentirdnited Democratic Front
(UDF) party and its alliance with Janata Partyhat ¢entre in 1977. As today, most
of the non-local businessman from north India came settled in Dimapur district
during this period. The regional political partydhalso been in power for many
times and with Naga People’s Front (NPF) partyorigtin 2013 general assembly
election, it had been in power for the third congee terms, since 2003. Still then,
the party is unable to frame any policy decisionhomv to solve the Naga political
issue. It is for these reasons, the regional palifparty had also been criticised when

it comes in handling these issues.
Strengthening Traditional Village Indtitution

The village institution holds a very important gdaim every Naga life. Since time
immemorial, each Naga village had their own lawgdwern themselves and this had
been a unique practice of Nagas. The regionaligalliparty had also played an
important role in acknowledging the traditional ifoél institution of the Nagas. It

was under the United Democratic Front (UDF) paeg overnment, the regional

% Official Report, Proceeding of the Nagaland Legislative Assembly, 5t Legislative Assembly
Proceedings (1982), Op.cit. p.262
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political party then, enacted the Nagaland Villagel Area Council Act in 1978, to
give legitimacy and recognition as a local self-gmance institufé and had enabled
every individual in the remotest village to getaoportunity to directly participate in

the process of democracy and developffent

However, as different Naga tribe have differentditianal village institution, for
instance like the Sumi and the Konyak, which hawnanchical form of institution,
where the absolute power lies with the village @ifenghs. This had often led to
conflict of powers between the Chiefs/Anghs and dabencil members, for which,
this act could not be fully implemented. Still thethis act had given legal

recognition to the Naga village institution whidtey had practice since age long.
Rural Devel opment

It was under the Nagaland People’s Front (NPF)ypdetd government, the
Communitisation process was implemented, where genant was delegated to
public in the sectors like, elementary educationmary health services, water
supply, electricity, roads and other welfare andettgpment schem&$ This policy
had enabled people to participate directly in teeetbpmental process of the state.

To give more attention for the development of baaidvregion in the state, the

! 'Nagaland 1963-2013: Fifty Years On (2013), Op.cit. p. 158

2 Vizol Speeches and Address, “Speech on the Fourteen Anniversary of the Inauguration of the
State of Nagaland”, Directorate of Information and Public Relation, Kohima, p.3

2, Speeches of Mr. Neiphiu Rio, Chief Minister of Nagaland (March 2003-December 2003), The
Directorate of Information & Public Relations, Kohima, p.157
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government had also created separate departmdetl dakvelopment of Under

Developed Areas (DUDAY.

However, given the results of this policy, it hadt een successful, as with the
increase in corruptions within the government diepants and misuse of funds by
the public, for which many government propertietyisg unattended and abandon.
Still then, the NPF party for its better governgniceal self-governance and rural
development, had received high appreciation noy enthin the country but also

outside the country. The Ministry of Panchayati,Rapvernment of India, presented
the Nagaland state government with a silver plagitie a citation on 2% July 2008

for “its remarkable experiment in grassroots dermogt. The state programme for
Communitisation of Public Institutions and Servicgas selected for the United
Nations Public Service Award, under the category‘Fdstering participation in

policy-making decisions through innovative mechars&® on 23 June 2008.
Health

Though, It had been found out that, some distiittdagaland like Dimapur, which
is also known as the commercial capital of theestaten lacks basic facilities like
generator in its Dimapur District Hospital, whicachposed a serious question on the
effort of the government in providing better hedHhilities to the people. However,
the regional political party had also shown sométipal will towards providing

better health facilities, which can also not beoigl.

* Speeches of Mr. Neiphiu Rio, Chief Minister of Nagaland (2006), The Directorate of Information
& Public Relations, Kohima, p.161

> Speeches of Mr. Neiphiu Rio, Chief Minister of Nagaland (March 2008-December 2008), The
Directorate of Information & Public Relations, Kohima, p.66
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The NPF led Demaocratic Alliance of Nagaland (DANjvgrnment in one of its
points in Common Minimum Programme, had ensureebétalth facilities. In order
to achieve this, the party had been enacting varamiis and policies. The passing of
Autonomy Bill of Naga Hospital, Kohima, was seestap towards this, to ensure
better administration and to do away with intenfee from the governmefit In
January 2004, the government also brought in toefdhe Nagaland Health Care
Establishment Act of 1997, to streamline, regulatel ensure quality control of

health care services provided by the private s&€ctor

The Nagaland state also became the first in thatopto give political leadership to
fight against HIV/AIDS in the state. NPF party lgdvernment had seen taking an
extra step while dealing with HIV/AIDS disease hetstat&’, when the NPF party
led government formed the Nagaland Legislator'sufoon AIDS on 18 August
2003. This Forum also contributed Rs. 1 Lakh frdra Local Area Development

Fund of each MLA towards this.
Culture

For preserving the culture of Nagas, the NPF lecegument had adopted our own
State Emblem with “Unity” as its motto and a digeif and majestic Mithun (Bos
Frontalis) as its symbol to highlight the identif the Naga peopfé The animal

Mithun adopted by the government as its symbolhi@ state emblem has been

o Speeches of Mr. Neiphiu Rio, Chief Minister of Nagaland (January 2004-December 2004), The
Directorate of Information & Public Relations, Kohima, p.50

5 Years of Peace, Progress & Development of the Government of Democratic Alliance of
Nagaland: A Record of Achievement Since 2003, Department of Information & Public Relations,
Kohima, p.36

% Ibid. p.36

a Speeches of Mr. Neiphiu Rio, Chief Minister of Nagaland (2006), Op.cit. p.83
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closely associated with the Naga identity sinceetimmemorial. Again, with an
objective of popularising the Naga dish and to dprout, “Recipe Book” on Naga
cuisine, the government had even organised a festilval at the Heritage building,
Kohima on 38 May 2008°. Till date, there had been no authentic writtezore on
the origin, migration and settlement of the Nage#s present place today. The NPF
party led DAN government in order to have a propgtten record of Naga history
had commissioned a Research on the origin and tmgraf the Naga tribes in
2007 This step has been a great effort towards prizgeand protecting the Naga

history from controversy on its origin and migratiof the Nagas.

Sports

The NPF party had also shown its political committed¢owards tapping the hidden
resources of the Naga youths in the field of spaatenable Naga youth to take up
sports as a profession. In order to promote spibresiNagaland government affiliated
the Nagaland Olympic Association to Indian Olympisociatiori? and for the first
time, the Nagaland state participated in thd Bational Games, held in Guwakati
Again, step towards promoting sports in Nagalang wmat, the Nagaland Cricket
Association was affiliated to the Board of Contfof Cricket in India (BCCI) in
2008. The Government of Nagaland constructed Nadal@ricket stadium of

International standard at Sovima village, Dimapnd é& was inaugurated on "4

0 Speeches of Mr. Neiphiu Rio, Chief Minister of Nagaland (March 2008-December 2008), Op.cit.
pp.68-69

' 5 Years of Peace, Progress & Development of the Government of Democratic Alliance of
Nagaland: A Record of Achievement since 2003, Op.cit. p.18

2 Speeches of Mr. Neiphiu Rio, Chief Minister of Nagaland (January 2004-December 2004), Op.cit.
p.63

3, Speeches of Mr. Neiphiu Rio, Chief Minister of Nagaland (January 2007-December 2007), The
Directorate of Information & Public Relations, Kohima, p. 53
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April 2012**, though the Cricket stadium could not be able dmplete it in its
stipulated time and the cost of the constructiorCotket stadium inflated than its

actual cost of construction.
Social
Village

A community bond among the Nagas is very stfdagd for which the village forms
an important part of life for every Nagas. The oegil political party in Nagaland
had been making efforts and implementing variolgigs and programmes, so that,
the community life of the Nagas can be preservepaachoted. Each Naga village is
headed by a chief, which is famously known as GRora (GB), which means an
elder person of the village. The GB of the villaggoys an important place in the
political and social life of the village, this intsition is sacred for the Naga people,
and it had been in practice since time immemoifiidke regional party in order to
preserve and acknowledge this institution, for fir& time instituted, GB Corpus
Fund to provide benefits on retirement and deathaimes¥. This programme had
not only acknowledged the age-old institution buaid halso acknowledged their

service rendered to our Naga society.

*, Speeches of Mr. Neiphiu Rio, Chief Minister of Nagaland (January 2012-December 2012), The
Directorate of Information & Public Relations, Kohima, p.47

> Lecture Delivered by Neiphiu Rio at the India Habitat Centre, New Delhi (2006), “Governance in
Trouble Times: The Nagaland Exprience”, Op.cit. p.9

%% 5 Years of Peace, Progress & Development of the Government of Democratic Alliance of
Nagaland: A Record of Achievement Since 2003, Op.cit. p.23
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Women Empower ment

The regional political party had been facing thallemges of empowering women in
Nagaland. What had been is that the party had dmmeething on social and
economic empowerment of women in Nagaland buttbilparty is yet to empower
women in political aspect. The party could not atdemplement the 33 percent
reservation for women in all local elected bodiesNagaland, which the women
organization spearheaded by Naga Mother's AssoagtNMA) in Nagaland had
been demandirig The inability of the party to concede to this e from women
had led to conclude that the regional politicaltypdiad failed to empower women in
Nagaland, since social and economic empowermeaneaningless without political

empowerment.

Nevertheless, the regional party had also showpadhigcal will to empower women
in Nagaland. The government had created separptatdeent for women during the
year 2003-2004 to address problems and issuegdelatwomen. On 28March
2007 at Durbar Hall, Raj Bhavéh for the first time the government launched the
State Women Commission. Through Training Cum ProdadCentre (TCPC), the
government had been giving training to school duvgirls in tailoring, knitting and
weaving to enable them to take up self-employmetiviiies®®. Between the year
2008-12, 260 school dropout girls had been traisadce 2009, the government is

providing a nutrition supplement package designgokeially for under nourished

> http://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/naga-women-approach-supreme-court-for-reservation-of-
seats-in-local-bodies-40206

® Speeches of Mr. Neiphiu Rio, Chief Minister of Nagaland (January 2007-December 2007), Op.cit.
p.53

**  Democratic Alliance of Nagaland 2™ Ministry: A Record of Achievements of the Government of
Nagaland (2008-12), The Directorate of Information & Public Relations, Kohima, p.112
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HIV/AIDS women. Under the CMs Corpus Fund, womem laging trained to impart
income generation skills like advanced tailoringciiae embroidering, to take up
for self-employmerf. To generate employment for women the governmeut h

raised the ¥ Mahila India Reserve Battalion in Nagaland in Deber 2008.

The regional political party still needs more eféotowards empowerment of women
in Nagaland. The party needs to assure that alptiieies and programmes meant
for the upliftment of women reaches the real bemafies. It needs to focus more on
vocational training for self-employment and for gedety and security of women in

Nagaland. Above all, the party needs to empowewitraen politically in the state.
Y outh Empower ment

In order to empower the youth in the state, theegament had been making various
declarations. The year 2004 was declared as thar“gé Youth Empowerment”.
This declaration has enabled the government t@lihie ‘state sports policy’, to give
greater emphasis and clear distinction to sportsmption as a part of youth
empowerment. An important component of the spodicy is to give financial
incentives to achievers and promising sports pefSoklusic Task Force was also
constituted to give officially government supparstrhusic to professionalise it into
industry, which was followed by declaring musicaafsll-fledged industry in August

2006".

o Speeches of Mr. Neiphiu Rio, Chief Minister of Nagaland (January 2004-December 2004), Op.cit.
p.114

 Ibid. p.212

*?_Nagaland 1963-2013: Fifty Years On (2013), Op.cit. p. 174
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The year 2008 was declared as the “Year of Cap#uiiding” and a sum of Rs.
20cr was earmarked during that year for that pwpd® give effect to this
declaration, the capacity-building programme foa $pd Beauty therapy was taken
up in conjunction with the Lambency Chysalis Acagerloida. Accordingly,
during the year 2009-10, 200 young people had IspEmsored for six months

Beauty and Spa Therapy progranithe

The party in its commitment to empower the youlle government again declared
the year 2010 as the “Year of Entrepreneur’. MripNe1 Rio, the then Chief
Minister of Nagaland, while launching the “Year Bhtrepreneur” at Mokokchung
on 30" April 2010, expressed the governments intentiansreate at least 1000
entrepreneurs during the year 2010, of which 500levbe from service sector and
500 from the manufacturing sector The government with its declaration of various
years as, the year of youth empowerment, capaditgibg and entrepreneur had
empowered the youths of Nagaland in various fieddsthat the youths can be self-
reliant. Since, 2003-2004, 14,319 people had bpensored under the CM Corpus

fund®,

The present scenario of the Nagaland state is ttietnumber of government
employees is very high as compared to the populaifahe Nagaland state and on
the other hand, the number of job seeker in theegouent sector is very high. To
accommodate all the educated unemployed youth @ phblic sector seems

impossible for the government, since job creationthe public sector seems

2 Speeches of Mr. Neiphiu Rio, Chief Minister of Nagaland (2009), The Directorate of Information
& Public Relations, Kohima, p.103

“, Speeches of Mr. Neiphiu Rio, Chief Minister of Nagaland (2010), The Directorate of Information
& Public Relations, Kohima, p.63

* |bid. pp.102-103
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impossible. In this situation, the government stdleds to offer more vocational

courses, so that the youth can develop their skiltscan self-dependent.
Hornbill Festival

The hornbill festival was started in the year 2@2@ it received more recognition
and popularity after the NPF party came to powehéstate on'&March 2003. The
main idea behind this festival is that, in manyteain India, there is a common
festival but in the case of Nagaland, 16 majoresiland various sub-tribes had their
own festival. Hence, the idea was to have one comi@stival for all Nagas and this

is how the hornbill festival started.

The hornbill festival is held annually in the firsteek of December at the Naga
Heritage Village, Kisama at Kohima. It is the timiethe year, where all the tribes in
Nagaland come together and show their respectilve tulture at one time and at
one place. This hornbill festival had been recaogphisy the Government of India as a
National festival and had also well received by ititernational community and for
which this hornbill festival is known as “Festivafl Festivals”. The hornbill festival
attracts tourist, who comes and encounter theautture of the Nagas. The hornbill
festival also leaves a deep impact even among dgadthemselves. This festival
had become a big social gathering for the Naga®revthe isolation and lack of
communication created by the geographical barmattsin each districts is levelled,
leaving a deep impact on the social life of Nagésough looking from the
perspective of economy and employment generatienféistival had not been that
beneficial, since this festival is seasonal andorily generates economy and

employment during that particular period of days.
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3. Economic
Rural

In the state of Nagaland, the vast area is stihlrand for which the economic
development of the rural area is very important.ordbver, Nagas are very fine
craftsman and for which promotion of small scal&age industry is also felt very
much needed. The regional political party in Nagdlhad also shown its concern
for this and had been enacting and implementingynpaticies and programmes for
the economic development of the rural areas in Maga On his Republic Day
speech in Kohima on 6January 1979, Mr. Vizol, the then Chief Ministef o
Nagaland of United Democratic Front (UDF) partyjdsthat, a Handloom and
Handicraft Corporation had been set up. It wasagnamme, which will not only
help in augmenting their production and providihgm the marketing facilities, but
also in promoting their distinct craft What had been is that, under the regional
political party, the small-scale cottage industry Nagaland had received due

recognition and had enabled the Naga craftsmaartotieir livelihood.

Again, Mr. Vamuzo, the then Chief Minister of Namadl of Nagaland People’s
Council (NPC) party, in his Independence Day speechs’ August 1991, said that,
to further enhance the opportunity for the peoplehoose schemes for themselves,
according to their needs, the government have dmbarpon a new scheme called,
“Compact Area Development Scherfie'The Compact Area Development Scheme

is one such scheme under which every constitueasybken allocated Rs.75 lakhs.

*® Vizol Speeches and Address, Directorate of Information & Public Relation, Kohima, p.32
v, Speeches of Mr. Vamuzo, Chief Minister of Nagaland (December 1990-November 1991), The
Directorate of Information & Public Relations, Kohima, p.75
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With this scheme now, all those works for whichliearthe villager had to run
around the district headquarter and state capial be now planned and executed by

the villagers themselvés

Rural development and establishing a cottage ingustNagaland is still long way
to go. The regional political party when it camepmver had seen making efforts
towards it but it had also been a fact that, etill rural areas had to be developed and
small-scale industry is yet to be well establish&sithe Naga craftsman gets to show
and sell their products only during festive seaswhich cannot be termed as a

permanent profession to earn ones livelihood.
Village Development Boards (VDBS)

The process of empowering the village communitiesnot complete without
economic empowerment. For which, it was under thetdd Democratic Party
(UDF) party led government the Nagaland Village &neda Council Act was passed
in 1978, which led to the establishment of Villdgevelopment Board (VDB). The
VDB had been given financial grants based on haldedilocations, enabling them
to plan and execute a number of village specificetijpment schemes at their own
level®. This step of the government is to enable peapleatticipate directly in the
economic development process in the state and fwowsr economically to the
people at the grass root level. To kick-start tbenemic development at the base
level, Mr. Neiphiu Rio, the then Chief Minister bfagaland, on his Independence

Day speech on 5August 2006 announced Rs.1 lakh micro credit th ed the 540

® Speeches of Mr. Vamuzo, Chief Minister of Nagaland (December 1990-November 1991), Op.cit.
pp.56-57

* _Lecture Delivered by Neiphiu Rio at the India Habitat Centre, New Delhi (2006), “Governance in
Trouble Times: The Nagaland Experience”, Op.cit. p.10
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VDBs™. The government had also restructured the VDBsetmme Non-Banking
Financial Institution (NBFI) and to start with, 20DBs was selected to act as a
financial intermediary. In this novel exercise, fhagticipation of the Government of
India, the State government, NABARD and the Baskisdging envisaged in the ratio
of 20:20:20:48" In the year 2007, the government increased thesétwld

allocation to VDBs under Rural development to R80ALPer household.
Agriculture

Agriculture is considered as the backbone of Nawhktate economy and for which
it had to be dealt with top most priority. The @l political party had also been

seen trying to encourage and develop the agri@ttactor in Nagaland.

The NPF party led government had declared the 2886 as the “Year of the
Farmer”. The year of the farmer was observed, abttte modernisation of farming
technologies can be made more tangible and to g rstress on modernisation of
farming. The government had organised the North Bgs-Expo during the year,

2006, 2010 and 2012, with the basic aim to proageatform for the North-eastern
states to display their potentials and bring thecefto face with experts, scientist
and the corporate sector. It will also provide eerapportunity to the Nagaland
farmers to have face-to-face interaction with thiggest names in modern
technologies, with an array of their tools and pments®. Between the years 2006-
2009, the government of Nagaland has also diseth@6 tractors and 162 power

tillers to the farmers.

%0, Speeches of Mr. Neiphiu Rio, Chief Minister of Nagaland (2006), Op.cit. p.182
ot Speeches of Mr. Neiphiu Rio, Chief Minister of Nagaland (January 2004-December 2004), Op.cit.
p.142
52 .
. Ibid. p.100
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The government in order to lift the agriculturaloguction from subsistence to
surplus, the Agricultural Products Marketing Conteet (APMC) have been set up
under the umbrella of the Nagaland State Agricaltuvlarketing Board. The
buyback scheme and the APMCs are expected to dermmpluses in the crops like
kholar, ginger, potato, maize, paddy, oil seedssioa fruits and cardamom. To
brand our farm produce a premium organic produetshfng high prices, the
government has adopted the policy on organic aitlow, for which a Vermin-
Technology Centre at Kohima is being set up to mtenorganic farminy. The
government has also taken measures to protecatheefs from the exploitation of
middlemen and to assure them a support price, dldeypprocurement policy was
introduced for the first time in 2004 for procuremef rice at an assured price of
Rs.540 per quintdl The state had also recorded the growth in arerufood
grains of 2.37 percent during the period from 1821to 2012-13 and it had
increased the food grains output from 125009 metnmes in 1981-82 to 598960
metric tonnes at the end of 2012-13. This meaassthte had increased 473.951
metric tonnes within the span of 32 years, withgh@mwth percentage of food grains

output at 5.02 percetit

However, what the government had been failing tovigle in this sector to the

farmer is that, better road connectivity, marketengd storage facilities, without

> Speeches of Mr. Neiphiu Rio, Chief Minister of Nagaland (January 2004-December 2004), Op.cit.
p.115

>* 5 Years of Peace, Progress & Development of the Government of Democratic Alliance of
Nagaland: A Record of Achievement since 2003, Op.cit. p.33

> Maongtoshi and Mithilesh Kumar Sinha (2014), “An Evaluative Study of Agricultural Progress in
Nagaland”, EPRA International Journal of Economic and Business Review, EPRA Trust, Tamil Nadu,
November, Vol.2. Issue.11, pp.28-29
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which all policies and programmes towards agriceltand farmer will not be

successful.
Nagaland Bamboo Development Agency (NBDA)

Today, the importance of bamboo is increasing palerly in the context of growing
concern of global environment and ecology. Realdighre potential of Bamboo, the
NPF led government announced the state bambooypolibe year 2004, which was
perhaps one of the first bamboo policies initiabgdany state in Indf& The state
government formulated and notified the State BamBobicy on 18' March 2004.
With this notification of the state bamboo policthe Nagaland Bamboo
Development Agency (NBDA) was established to take the development of
bamboo on a mission mode. Under the aegis of tlgendy, the state has made
commendable progress, which is especially eviderthé state-of-the-art Bamboo

Resource Centre that was inaugurated ¢higly 2007".

It is to see that, can this policy really tap obe tskills and give employment
opportunity to the Naga people who are mostly goadtsman. However, though
this policy is in its early stage yet, but the NBDwd been able to established a
market for bamboo mats. The bamboo clusters of Aftakn Mokokchung district
supplied 60,000 mats @ Rs.50 per mat to Arunachavddd Industries Limited

(APIL), Namsai of Arunachal Pradesh. The clustaregated an economy of Rs.30

> Speeches of Mr. Neiphiu Rio, Chief Minister of Nagaland (2010), Op.cit. p.107
7 Speeches of Mr. Neiphiu Rio, Chief Minister of Nagaland (January 2007-December 2007), Op.cit.
p.136
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lakhs. The Agency is also working hard to have maltages and clusters included

in the activity to meet the monthly requiremenf6f000 mats by APR®.
Nagaland Bee K eeping and Honey Mission

The honey, which was earlier considered only ataples food, is nhow one of the
components of increasing the economy of the stdte.government realised the vast
potentials of beekeeping, which can be tapped fdifting the rural economy
through income generation and for which, it laurchige Nagaland Bee & Honey
Mission in 2007. This state mission was to exclelsivpromote and develop
beekeeping into robust industry. Since its formatiarious promotional activities,
such as capacity building and training, publiciggtension and studies, apiary
development and technology advancement, besides h@mosest and marketing
services are being carried out across the °$taA¢ the honey exhibition-cum-sales
day organised by the Land Resource Department galdad on 9 November 2006,
where the Chief Minister of Nagaland, Mr. NeiphiioRaid that, the Department has
earmarked an amount to the tune of Rs.37.80 la&tlsring all the districts in the

staté&®.

This had been the role of the regional politicaityp#&n Nagaland. Mr. Neiphiu Rio,
the then Chief Minister of Nagaland on his speecbiatrict VDB Conference at
Kohima on 22° October 2009, rightly said that, most of the inmtdxe programmes
of the government had been initiated during theopgewhen the regional party was

in power. It had been a very impressive list, theBg, the Backward Fund, the

*% 5 Years of Peace, Progress & Development of the Government of Democratic Alliance of
Nagaland: A Record of Achievement since 2003, Op.cit. p.19

*° Nagaland 1963-2013: Fifty Years On (2013), Op.cit. p. 189

%0 Speeches of Mr. Neiphiu Rio, Chief Minister of Nagaland (2006), Op.cit. p.244
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Reservation Policy, and Compact Area DevelopmemtdfFihe District plan, the
Communitisation process, the sports policy, thealdsthment of different
departments like DUDA, Women, the youth Resource @re Music Task Force.
Celebrating Year of Farmer, Capacity Building, ho¢d of Road Show and the
creation of unprecedented major infrastructuresewtie contribution, when the
regional party had been in the seat of the govenbittat was actively looking into

the needs of the people of the sftmuching all aspects of Naga people’s life.
A Critical Appraisal

Despite its achievement in all round developmend amdertaken so many
innovative programme for self-employment and ecacotevelopment, it also has
its own shortcomings. The role of the regional fozdi party in Nagaland had been
under severe criticisms not only from the Oppositoarty but also from all corners
of the people in Nagaland. The regional party ig&land had always talked about
tall promises to the people of Nagaland and haidneld of its big achievements but
in reality, the promises had been empty and achews only in paper. The

government under the regional party had been uselegre charges of corruptions
and there are only few government departments, wisicnot under the scanner of
corruptions charges. The state had been witnessisgries of agitations from all

walks of people in Nagaland and there had beem@ease in the number of groups
and organisation formed to protect their interdstowing light on the inability on

the part of the state to protect the interesttitizens. Not only corruptions but also

the policies pursue by the regional party is begugstion and criticised by the

o Speeches of Mr. Neiphiu Rio, Chief Minister of Nagaland (2009), Op.cit. p.107
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people of Nagaland, questioning the party’s abilitypreserve and protect the Naga
identity or compromising with it. This had led toetgrowing unrest, and resentment

towards this had been shown by all sections of éagéety.

Naga Political I ssue

In a field survey conducted in regard to the rald aontribution of regional party in

Naga political issue. The responses of respondeatshown in table 2.

Q. What do you think about the efforts and contiidouof regional political party in

bringing peaceful solution to Naga political issue?

Options In Percentage
A Satisfactory 3%
B Unsatisfactory 29%
C Need more efforts 66%
D Don’t know 2%

Table 2 (source:disurvey)

In regard to the efforts of the regional politiparty towards bring peaceful solution
to the Naga political issue, 66% of the respondeatd it needs more efforts. The
respondent said that, the NPF led government sis@®ming to power in 2003 had
been giving various efforts to solve this issudatl formed Consultative Committee
for Peace (CCP), Joint Legislator Forum (JLF) asiib¥ved policy of equi-closeness
approach to all underground factions in order togfinal solution to Naga issue.
The party had also made its stand repeatedly thatready to step down from the
present position whenever any solution is achieateth order, to pave way to Naga
political group to form an alternative governmedbwever, the respondents feels
that, the solution to this issue is still a distdregam and the party needs to give more

efforts in bringing final and lasting solution tcala issue. On the other hand, 29%
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said that, the efforts that had been made by thiemal party is unsatisfactory. They
said that the NPF party election promise made 082flection and that was to solve
the Naga political issue within 3 months if votedpgower. Now it had been more
than ten years that the party had been in powdrowitany solution in sight, shows
that the efforts of the party towards bringing pafakt solution to Naga issue is

unsatisfactory.

3% of the respondents said that it had found thertefof the party satisfactory for
bringing peaceful solution to Naga issue. They $aa since the NPF party is not a
party of the peace talks that is going on, its distyonly to create a conducive
atmosphere where both the party that is in contla®t come together and talk to
solve the issue. In this context, the respondentd that the party efforts are
satisfactory towards bringing peaceful solution. @the respondents said that, they
don’t know whether the party efforts is satisfagtor not. This group of respondent
said that, the NPF party had been in power forysars and still there is no sight of
solution. However, the NPF party is not a partythed peace talks for which it can
also be said that no matter what affords is matdieaend it depends about the two
parties that is in negotiating table. It is forstmeasons, some of the respondent said

that, they make Naga political issue as a plankdo voters to capture power.

With regard to the regional political party in attiating political aspiration of Naga
people. When this question was asked, the respoindee respondents is given in

table 2.1
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Q. Do you think that, the regional political pattgen effective in articulating the

political aspiration of the Naga people?

Options In Percentage
A Yes 10%
B No 55%
C Can't say 35%

Table 2.1 (sourceldisurvey)

When the respondent was asked the question, whtheregional political party

was effective in articulating the political aspicat of the Naga people.

55% of the respondents responded No because thieglahspiration of the Naga
people is for the peace in Nagaland and a solutidhe long-standing Naga political
issue. But the NPF patrty in its ten years of rdald not bring solution to the Naga
issue, on the other, factions had increased amatlifed to clashes among themselves

which had caused many Naga lives, threateningehgpeace in the state.

35% of the respondents said they can’t say. Thal/that the NPF party had been
taking up some steps to meet the political aspinatif the Naga people but it is not
yielding any results. Therefore, they cannot sagtivbr the party is ineffective or
there are some other reasons. 10% of the respandaitt that, the NPF party is
effective in articulating the political aspiratiai the Naga people. As, it had been
the desire of the Naga people to see more affas the state government in
solving the Naga political issue and the NPF phegl been showing its seriousness

towards meeting the aspirations of the Naga people.
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Equi-closeness policy

The Consultative Committee of Peace (CCP) formed0®3 by DAN government
framed the equi-closeness policy. A policy desigh@dnaintain equal and close
relationship to all the underground factions in Blagd. However, this policy had

received lots to criticisms not only from oppositibut also from insidef§

Dr. Hokishe Sema, who was then the Convenor oD#N government, said during
the fourth session of the 0egislative assembly that, the policy to maintadui-
closeness with all the factions is not in our ComrMinimum Programme. He also
added that, equi-closeness corroborates us ihat actions good as well as bad. In
a seminar conducted by Post Graduate Students’nU(liamami) at Nagaland
University, Lumami, under the theme, “Debate on Idseie of Interim Government
and Alternative Arrangement for Nagas of Manipuglchon 18 March 2014.
Speaking on this theme as a speaker, H. John®eniticised this NPF policy that,
how can a political party registered under the dndConstitution, deriving its rights
and privileges and patrticipating in the democraticcess of the state can maintain
close relations with the undergrounds, in whosesaiabjectives and ideology is

against the disintegration of the country.

The NPF led DAN government policy of equi-closenéssl also been biased
towards a particular faction and for which it hageb another reason for criticism.
The Congress (I) party in Nagaland went to therexté criticising the NPF party led

government saying that, it is the NSCN (IM), whistwielding actual power without

% H. John Sema (September 2011), Op.cit. p.30
% Note: H. John Sema is a Professor in the Department of Political Science, Nagaland University,
Hqgrs: Lumami
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responsibility in Nagaland, as it is the NSCN (IMgaders, which is dictating the
terms in government functions, and what policiesribw government should follow.
The Congress (I) party also states that, the NS®N ¢adres whose activities were
somewhat curtailed by the last Congress governimsemw having a free run in the
state and even in the Naga inhabited areas of Neiging states. Moreover, the

number of underground factions had increased dunedNPF party led government.
Corruptions

In a decade of NPF party rule in Nagaland, it heenballeged with many charges of
corruptions in most of the governments departmants for which the NPF party
rule had been criticised. The party in its morentken years of rule in the state had
seen lots of misappropriation of government funWarious departments, like
education, medical and police department was upoigus appointment, loss of arms
and ammunition from the police armoury, fraudulerthdrawal of Rs.18cr from the
Police Departmefit, Transport subsidy scheme scam, bogus societyr UBoeal
Welfare Department and NPSC answer swapping scam.Congress (I) party an
opposition party in Nagaland was successful in thegy those corruptions and for
which the Nagaland Pradesh Congress Committee (NREStribed the NPF led
DAN government as a ‘scandalous and mega scantethigovernment and alleged

that no single department engaged in developmemtdis was scam fr&2

The NPF party government corruption was evidengmtine Governor of Nagaland

turned down on both the occasion, when the Cabewimmended the ex-DGP of

% .10 Years of NPF Misrule in Nagaland: A Decade of Scandals & Corruptions, Nagaland Pradesh
Congress Committee, Kohima, p.23
® The Nagaland Post, Monday, August 20, 2012, Dimapur, p.1
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Nagaland, Mr. Kire as the next Vigilance Commissigrsince the ex-DGP was
accuse in the Rs.18cr police modernisation fraodalSo, again on two occasions, on
May 17, 2013 and September 17, 2013, when the Dé&\emmpment submitted the
false utilization certificate of Rs. 700cr out ofs.R000cr allotted for 2012-13
sanction by the Government of India was rejected bath occasion by the
Government of India. The NPCC said that, due tea@n of the utilization
certificate, the legacy accumulated by DAN governtre&@nce 2003 had led to the
current financial crisis for the current 2013-14h4d also led to the situation where,
the Nagaland was headed for constitutional crisie th a combination of factors
such as, a precarious financial position and toiagovernance by the NPF led DAN

coalitiorf®.

In a field survey conducted regarding NPF party asdnomic measure taken in

Nagaland, the respondents response is given ia fapl

Q. Do you think that, the NPF party has taken ehoogpasures to improve the

economic conditions of the Naga people in Nagaland?

Options In Percentage
A Yes 5%
B No 55%
C Up to some extend 39%
D Don’t know 1%

Tabl@ Zsource: field survey)

According to the survey when it was asked to tlspeadent that, whether the NPF
party had taken enough measures to improve theoatonconditions of the Naga

people, 5% of the respondents said yes that thg pad done a lot to improve the

% The Nagaland Post, Friday, October 25, 2013, Dimapur, p.1
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economic condition of the Naga people. They saidt, ttvarious policies and

programmes that the party had taken up and implengethe central schemes had
done a lot to improve the economic conditions & tiaga people. 39% of the
respondents has said that, the party had done Bmgdb some extend to improve
the economic condition of the people. They saidihgsagri-expo where the farmers
can exhibit and sell their product, Communitisatadreducation, health and power,
hornbill festival, roads shows and training to yoand farmer had to some extend

improve the economic conditions of the people.

55% of the respondents said no. They said thaafhgrgovernment to improve the
economic conditions of its citizen is to improve ttoad conditions, since it connects
the people. In the NPF rule the road conditionthésworst ever then how can, the
economic condition of the people can be improvdeylsaid all the funds meant for
the public had been used for their own interesttaedoeople had remained poor as
it is. Today in Naga society, the gap between thek and have not has widen to a
great extend, and the government is to be blameofl#ite respondents comprising
mainly of uneducated people said that they Dondvkmwhether the party had taken
enough measures to improve the economic condibbtise Naga people. They said
that, the government had been taking up some veeffezgrammes but they cannot
say whether the government is serious in implemgnti or not and whether it had
been able to reach the needy people. This grougsgondents had shown least

concern in politics and government activities.

141



Road Show

Another criticism of the regional political partgtevities is that of organising “Road

Show”. It was started in 2009 by NPF led governmemth an intention of

promoting the tradition and culture of Nagas andnteract with the people at the
grass root level about developmental activitiethefstat&’. However, this event had
become an extravaganza, which had started to cliitta state exchequer. With
neither employment opportunity nor generating ragsburce of income, but rather
it was only during this period of event where peoghn sell their goods, show their
talents and get a chance to win few cash prizeth®@rother hand, the condition of
the state finance was running on deficit, unempleymproblem is rising,

corruptions, bad road and poor electricity etavdis at the cost of poor condition of
the state and for this, it was criticised from @ners and finally the government

had to admit it and abandon this show from itsctdfiengagementd
Self Vesed Interest among the Regional Party Leade's

Among the regional political party leaders, there some leaders, who due to their
own selfish interest had often misled the partythinNagaland state political history,
two important events had taken place, which haiddeép impact on the Nagaland

Legislative Assembly and to which the regional pantNagaland was part of it.

The first was in 8 December 1964, when all the elected 12 MLAs of DBematic
party of Nagaland (DPN) resigned en bloc becaussaaefire agreement was signed

between the Government of India and NNC, a Nagaengndund group. The

o7 http://www.easternpanorama.in/index.php/2009/25-2009/july29/282-nagaland-road-show-2009
% http://www.nagalandpost.com/ShowStory.aspx?npoststoryiden=UzEwMzY20TM%3D-
dD2IDJZ4h6g%3D
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regional party stated that, it was a move so teretare no hurdles in the peace talks
from the over ground government and that both theigs can reach to final
solution. However, it had been said that at thaetithe regional party was misled
by, late A. Kevichusa who was then the party pesidAs he was not happy for the
non-inclusion of A.Z. Phizo in the peace talks &dwhich he made the party to
resign en bloc and even dissolved the party, tesure the government for the

inclusion of A.Z. Phizo in the peace talks.

The second event took place in the year 1998, wtherelection for the ' state
legislative assembly was announced. Various NGONdgaland headed by Naga
Hoho, the apex Naga tribal body boycotted to thesteon. The reason behind this
was due to the ongoing peace talks between the rGmemt of India and NSCN
(IM), which was made possible due to signing ofsediae agreement in 1997. For
which the civil societies in Nagaland gave a slotém Solution No Election’ and
boycotted the election, to which the regional pantyNagaland supported to this
boycott call and did not contest th& Rgislative assembly election. It was on the
pretext that the regional party wants a final goluto Naga political issue and it was
ready to step down to pave the way for the fin&itsmn. However, it had been said
that, it was Mr. Shurhozelie who was then the pprgsident misled the party for his
own selfish interest. As he was fully aware of délisctoral fortune then in 1998 and
knows about his miserable position which was gamtgad him to face a crushing
defeat at the hands of his opponent, for which h&lech the Nagaland People’s
Council (NPC) party then to boycott the 1998 etattinder the rhetoric slogan “ No
Solution, No Election”. This infamous personalisagienda of political genocide

attracted the radar of the Election Commissiomdfd and it de-recognised the NPC
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party in 1998°. Hence, on both events, the regional politicabypar Nagaland had
to lose its registration from the Election Comnussof India due to selfish interest

of some leaders.

There was also a struggle for leadership in theonady political party. It all started
when Mr. Neiphiu Rio vacated the Chief Ministertsea his being elected to Lok
Sabha in 2014. Thereafter, there had been a grosttnggle for the Chief Minister
seat among the regional party leaders. The regaréy in Nagaland is divided into
two groups, one led by Dr. Shurhozelie as partgigent and Mr. T.R. Zeliang as
Chief Minister of Nagaland and the other group lblgsdMr. Noke as president and
Mr. Kaito Aye as projected Chief Minister of Nagada The selfish interest among
the regional party leaders in their struggle foadership had almost made the
government non-functional and for which the Nagdnéionade an appeal to all the
leaders to keep their individual interest aside dedde for the best interest of the
Naga people. It even termed it as very unfortunlase the entire state machinery
have been brought to a grinding halt owing to tharg division among the

legislatorg’.

In this connection, the question was asked togbpandents regarding the change of
nomenclature of regional political party in Nagalafhe respondents response is

shown in table 2.3

e Pongjilemba Chang (2015), “Will History be Repeated”, The Nagaland Post, January 21, p.6
® The Nagaland Post, Thursday, January 15, 2015, p.1
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Q. Why there had been so much of change of regipagly nomenclature in

Nagaland?
Reasons In Percentage
A Selfish leaders to form its own party 31%
B To accommodate members coming from other politid®%
party
C To meet the changing needs of time 10%
D Due to constant split and defection among thetypa86%
members
E Don’t Know 8%

Tal.3 (source: field survey)

When the question, why there had been constantgeham the regional party
nomenclature was asked to the respondents. 36k oéspondents said that it is due
to constant defection among the party members. Tlaeg the reason that, there is
constant split within the party and the party memhesed to defect from their parent
party to join another party. Under this situatitimey formed their own party and
later on joined with some other party under a nawypnomenclature. This was how

the nomenclature of regional party was changed often.

The 31% of the respondents said that, the nomemelatas often changed due to the
interest of the selfish leaders to form its owntypafmhey said that, when some
leaders are not satisfied with the portfolio giterthem or if they are not given any
portfolio then these leaders break the party anah fineir own party. Out of the total
respondent, 15% of the respondents said that, ¢diggorral party changed its
nomenclature to accommodate the members comingdthar party. They said that,
whenever a new political party wants to merge \ilith regional party, the regional
party always change its nomenclature. 10% of tepaedents had said that it is due

to meet the changing needs of time. This groupespondents cited an example of
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how the United Front of Nagaland (UFN) was formgdtbe same members of
Democratic Party of Nagaland (DPN) which was dsolin 1964 and this was
done to start all over under new nomenclature. gaow Nagaland People’s Front
(NPF) was changed to Naga People’s Front (NPFhable territorial expansion. 8%
of the respondents said that they Don’t know tlesoe why there had been constant
change in regional party nomenclature. This graugspondent said that, whenever
there is a change in the party nomenclature, thggab party used to give numerous

reasons to defend and explain why it had happen.
Tribalism

The regional party led Government had not been fireen tribal oriented
government. The people of Nagaland had viewed that,development that had
taken place under the regional party is concertratdy on few tribal region. Even
within the party structure, the party had favoufed tribes and for which it had
failed to give equal representation to all thedsitin Nagaland. It has also been said
that, tribalism and division among the Naga peapldribal lines had increased to a
great extend under the regional party governmens. for this reason, the regional
political party could not able to give a leadertthas mass appeal and is acceptable

by all sections of Naga people.

Stating an instance about the regional party fatisor and unequal treatment here,
the incident of Sumi flushing out the NSCN (IM) cesl from Mukhalimi, Zunheboto
district on 28' December 2013, can be stated here. The incideutied, when the
NSCN (IM) cadres molested a Sumi women passengarslling in the taxi and the

government apathy to take action against those NWNIN cadres. It was for this
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reason, the Sumi tribe attacked the NSCN (IM) canhpukhalimi in retaliation

against the molestation and humiliation of womesspagers. This attack would
have been avoided had the government promptly Bppded the culprit in this case.
While flushing out the NSCN (IM) from their camphree Sumi youth died in this
conflict, but the Chief Minister of Nagaland didtneven bother to condole the
deaths of Sumi youth nor considered of grantingyedia to the bereaved families

and those injured.

This incident is being stated here because where thas a conflict between the
Rengma Nagas and the Karbis in the Karbianglongicti®f Assam, the Nagaland
government paid ex-gratia to those Rengma tribes hdd been affected in this
conflict. What had been the criticisms is that, witkie consideration was rightly
shown to the Karbi carnage victims’ families by wayex-gratia grant the least we
expect is the same yard stick being applied folStmis, who had too lost their lives
in similar undeserved fashifn This had also been termed as partial and tritadis

the part of the government.

Accordingly, the question had been asked to thporedents regarding tribalism in

regional party in Nagaland. The respondents resgp@shown in table 2.4

", Khekiye Sema (2014), “Another One Bite the Dust”, The Nagaland Post, Saturday, February 1, p.6
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Q. According to you, do you think the regional poél party in Nagaland gives an

equal representation in its organizational seraipk and file among the Naga tribes?

Options In Percentage
A Yes 7%
B No 40%
C Can’t say 15%
D It is doubtful that it gives equal representation 38%
all the Naga tribes

Tabld Zsource: field survey)

To know about the representation of the Naga tribeshe organisation of the
regional political party, a question was askedhe tespondent that whether the
regional political party gives equal representationall the Naga tribes in its
organisational set up, where 40% of the respondmamtisno. They said that, the party
organisation is control by few tribes and theraipresence of favouritism to few
tribes within the party. 38% of the respondentsl $hat it is doubtful that the party
gives equal representation to all tribes in thetyparganisational set up. As, the
organisation of the party had been control by fataes and it is very doubtful that
the party has ever made an attempt to give egpatsentation or to restructure the

party organisation to give equal representaticallttribes.

15% of the respondents said that, they can’t sagthdn the party gives an equal
representation to all tribes in its organisatiostalicture. The party’s main aim is to
contest and win election and that can be possiilewhen the party has an efficient
party workers or officials in its organisationalustture. May be some tribes does not
have good workers to occupy some important postay be the party had neglected
some tribes to favour some other tribes. So thait say. 7% of the respondents said
that, the party gives an equal representation ltohel tribes in the regional party
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organisation. They said that, when it comes to ingnof an organisation then it is all
about capabilities and efficiencies of a person famdvhich if only a few tribes is

represented then it is not discrimination. Theyl ghat a party could not afford to
ignore some tribes and for which all tribes areggoatmodate in some way or the

other.

Emergence of Organisations like, Againg Corruption and Unabated Taxation

(ACAUT) and Survival Nagaland (SN)

The emergence of organisations like ACAUT and SuaviNagaland, which is
leading a strong peoples movement in Nagalandthleav light on the inability of

the state government to protect and meet the agpisaof the Naga people.

For many years, there had been an outcry from tdgaNbeople about the rampant
taxation and extortion by the Naga undergrounddast In this situation, the Naga
people had been undergoing untold hardships ardrgwgs but the government had
always ignored it. The inability of the governméataddress the grievances of its
citizens led the citizens to form an organisatiaiedd ACAUT to fight against the

rampant taxation and extortion in Nagaland.

Another organisation formed on similar line was $hevival Nagaland (SN), which
was formed to fight against the growing numberllefyal migrants in Nagaland. The
issue of illegal migrants had also been of sermrgern to Naga people since very
long and many had raised this issue of concern anynplatforms but again the
government had failed to come up with any meastaoreteal with this issue. It was

for this reasons that this organisation was forneegrotect the Naga people from
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being outnumbered in their own state and checkflthe of illegal migrants to

Nagaland.

In a democratic country like India, everyone hasrilght to form an association for
promoting and preserving one’s own interest andtitiebut in some cases like this,
also highlights the inability of the governmentpimtect its citizens and address the

problems of the people.

Line of Control (LoC) Policy

Since the formation of statehood of Nagaland, tta¢esof Nagaland is having a
border dispute with the state of Assam. When theefQWiinister of Nagaland, Mr.
T.R. Zeliang spelled out the policy of creating md.of Control to the Central
government over the dispute border with Assam,as writicised by many sections
of Naga society. While criticising the governmemligy of LoC, the Nagaland
Tribal Council (NTC) expressed their surprises hyisg that, it was a complete
abandonment of the age-old Naga demand ‘returnuusiacestral land’. The NTC
also recalled to the government about the demanth®fNagas to the Simon
Commission 18 years before the British left Indiegs for the return of Naga
forestland transferred to Sibsagar in Assam fortebetadministration and
management of forest in addition to other politisdue. NTC also reminded the
government about the dispute land which was refdeat&946 in famous Sir Hydari

or 9-point agreement and which was again raisedhe 1960 in the 16-point

150



agreement between the Naga People’s Convention YN#P@ Government of

India’?.

This policy of the government had raised the sariquestion on the role of the

regional party in protecting the territorial intégrof the Nagas.
Recognition of Rongme Tribe

When the government of Nagaland gave recognitioii@éoRongmei tribe as one of
the schedule tribe in Nagaland, making it th® 4&hedule tribe of Nagaland in 2013,
all the civil societies in Nagaland criticised thdecision of the government and
opposed to it. While expressing its criticisms, Zeliang People Organisation (ZPO)
said that, a non-aboriginal tribe cannot be madelaoriginal tribe in the state of
Nagaland and contended that the Rongmei tribe radgionally and customarily not
a Naga tribe of Nagaland but kith and kin of thegaldribes in Manipdf. The
decision of the Nagaland government was said tarimher addition to the state
problem as when the state is unable to meet thdsnet the existing tribes in
Nagaland. It is also said by the people of Nagaladl the recognition of Rongmei

tribe is at the cost of the interest of the preséinés of Nagaland.
Nagaland Special Development Zone (NSDZ)

Another policy of the regional party, which is undeiticism from the Naga people,
is the policy of Nagaland Special Development Z@48DZ). When the Nagaland
Legislative assembly passed a resolution of NSD24hMarch 2014, it received

criticisms from all corner of Naga people due te thopholes that contained in the

2 The Nagaland Post, Thursday, September 11, 2014, Dimapur, p.1
” The Nagaland Post, Saturday, February 1, 2014, Dimapur, p.1
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policy. The Nagaland Tribal Council (NTC) pointedt ¢hat, the NSDZ in its section
10 (iv) would entail relaxation of the existing s3® of land ownership and tenure
system that are largely tribal in nature and asspetion 10 (v) stated that, the Inner
Line Permit (ILP) as per Bengal Eastern FrontiegiRation of 1873, “needed to be
relaxed”. The NTC described the liberalized entiryemoving the above protective
laws as a hidden agenda that would allow free actesnvestors from outside for
permanent settlement and giving them legitimacyrigits and privileges so far

enjoyed by the indigenous citizens of the <fate

NTC also further added that, two issues, NSDZ mwbgnition of Rongmei tribe
are confronting the indigenous Nagas of Nagalambthe Council had not been able
to comprehend, why any government would resoruth Sself-defeating” and right
mortgaging actions at the expense of its citizenthe guise of temporary benefits
and appeasemeftsWhat had been about the NSDZ policy of the gowemt is

that, it may be very harmful policy for the Nagaghe long run.

When the respondents were asked regarding thenagiolitical party in protecting

the Naga identity. The respondents response isrsiowble 2.5

" The Nagaland Post, Wednesday, July 16, 2014, Dimapur, p.1
> The Nagaland Post, Monday, August 11, 2014, Dimapur, p.1
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Q. Do you think that, the NPF party has taken ehoogeasures to protect and

preserve our identity?

Options In percentage
A Yes 3%
B No 23%
C Need more Measures 55%
D Don’t know 8%
E Up to some extend 11%

Table 2.5 (sourgeld survey)

55% of the respondents responded, the need for messures, when they were
asked that, had the NPF party taken enough meatun@®otect and preserve our
identity. The respondent said that the party neddke more measures to implement
in full the special privileges that had been gitenus by the Indian constitution
under article 371 (A). 23% of the respondents sape&cause the party is pursuing
such policy that will affect the Nagas in their awship of land and their identity in
their own land. Policies like, oil exploration amthgaland Special Development
Zone will be disadvantageous for the Nagas in ding Irun. 11% of the respondents
said that up to some extend the party had takersunesto preserve and protect our
identity. They said that by looking into the poliof the party towards the
importance given to village institution, which fasman important part of Naga
identity. 8% of the respondents said that they diemow whether the NPF party had
taken enough measures or not to preserve and ptbhtedNaga identity. 3% of the
respondents said that the party had taken enougisures to protect and preserve
the Naga identity. What had been the criticismsualtiee regional political party in
Nagaland is that, the party had been in power séwenes and particularly for the

third consecutive term i.e. since 2003 but stik tNaga political issue remains
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unsolved. For which, one of the main objectivesha party and that is to bring
about solution to Naga political issue had beeticsed for the party’s failure to do
so. There had also been rampant corruptions antengarty members, which had
led to poor economic condition of the state. Selfesaders and tribalism, which had
been prevalent in the regional political party fahnich, the regional party leaders
could not be acceptable to all sections of Nagglged he wrong policies of the
party, for which, the Naga people had question aibioel party’s role in protecting

the Naga identity.

Despite of all the criticisms about the role oficeml political parties in Nagaland,
their contribution towards the development of thates in various field has been

significant since the emergence of regional pdllitmarty in Nagaland.
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Chapter 5

Conclusion and Findings
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Conclusion

The origin and migration of the Nagas to the prestate of Nagaland is still a
mystery, since the Nagas do not maintain any writecord. It had been an oral
narration about their origin and migration througt songs and folk lore, which the
Nagas had passed on from generation to generdtis oral tradition of narration is
full of myths and legends, for which it is veryfiifilt to accept this as the origin and
migration of Nagas. This had also been the reasothé controversy regarding the
origin and migration of Nagas when it comes to lretorian due to lack of proper
written record. The first written record about Naggppeared only in the thirteen
century in Assam Buranjis (chronicle), when the &&gncountered the Ahoms.
About the origin and migration of the Nagas, mamhotars had established
themselves to South East Asian countries and thmendaga”’ derived from

Burmese word Na-Ka, which means people or folk widrced ears.

The British encounter with the Nagas was out oessity. As the British wanted to
find a trade route between Assam and Manipur aisdithde route was not possible
without crossing the Naga territory. For which 8mtish send many expeditions to
the Naga Hills to find the route, which often endedstrong resistance from the
Nagas. The British government finally decided tdodue the Nagas and send
military expeditions to the Naga Hills to crush tHaga resistance, to stop the Naga
raids in the plain areas and to find the possiblege between Assam and Manipur.
Towards the end of idcentury, almost all the Naga Hills area came urtter
British government. However, from the beginning Brétish government was not

interested in ruling over the Naga areas, one rebsng that, the Naga Hills was in
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no way profitable to the British government in terof trade and commerce. It was
for this reason the British never interfered initternal affairs of the Nagas nor they
tried to bring the Naga areas under its Britishidn@ddministration but they

administered it as an ‘Excluded Areas’. Which, he tater days, sowed the seed of

nationalism among the Nagas.

When the British was about to leave the Indian cuitinent, the Nagas began to
demand independence on the ground that the Nagasgistinct people which is

different from the Indians in terms of race, idgnticultural and traditions. This

expression of the Nagas was expressed in variomsonaddums, which the Nagas
submitted to the British Government and British ign@Government. There were
various efforts on the part of the British and Goweent of India to solve this issue
but due to the rigid stand of the Nagas for congplatiependence could not solve
this issue. Finally, the Nagas after getting coogththat neither the British nor the
Government of India was willing to give them indegdence, declared unilaterally

the Naga independence orf"4ugust 1947, a day ahead of Indian independence.

After series of efforts made from both side thathe Government of India and Naga
underground, the Naga issue could not be solveavioch the Naga underground
declared its own government parallel to Governnoégnindia know as the Federal
Government of Nagaland (FGN) with its own Naga anmyzé‘d March 1956. This
marked the beginning of armed conflict betweenltiskan army and the Naga army.
In this conflict, it was the Naga villagers, thentmmon Naga people who had to
undergo untold suffering and hardship, as they wegeones who were often caught

in between this conflict. It was for this reasdmere was a growing desire for peace
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among the Naga people and to which some of the Nadargrounds leaders, which
later on came to be known as moderate leaders,ratodd it. These moderate
leaders along with some prominent Naga public lesagave a call for Naga People’s
Convention (NPC), to find a peaceful and final sioluto Naga political issue. For
which the NPC was held during 1957, 1958 and 1858as during this convention,
the 16-point proposal was drafted, which later eoame the basis for the creation of
Nagaland state on®'1December 1963 as the ™ &tate under the Union of India.
However, even after the creation of Nagaland stageinsurgency movement did not

end and the conflict continued in Nagaland.

Within the members of Naga People’s Convention (NPfhere were some
members, who opposed the others members of NP@hgign agreement with the
Government of India. These members held that, tfC Ncould not sign an
agreement with Government of India, since NPC isthe party that is in conflict.
For which they opposed the signing of the 16-paigteement between the NPC
members and Government of India. They also heldttte NPC members had not
consulted the Naga underground properly beforeirmigan agreement with the
Government of India, for which even after the ameabf state, it could not end the
conflict and bring peace in Nagaland. On the ofterd, along with the creation of
state the democratic process also started in Nagialehe election to the first state
legislative assembly was schedule in early 1964 wHaich, these members felt that a
political party was necessary to be a facilitatord amediator between the
Government of India and Naga underground. Henaey tbrmed the Democratic
Party of Nagaland (DPN) in 1963, which led to timeeegence of regional political

party in Nagaland. There was another political yp&mhown as Naga Nationalist
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Organisation (NNO) party, which was also regiomatharacter but this party does
not have a clear objective as DPN on Naga poliigsie and was considered as an
associated member of Indian National Congress (IpEC)y, the NNO party merged

with the INC party in the year 1976.

The regional political party since the first stdegyislative assembly had been
working towards achieving in its objective and th&tto bring final and lasting
solution to Naga political issue. It had also beean pressurising the ruling party to
find solution to this issue, when the regional podil party had been in the
opposition bench. The result of such efforts wast,tthe NNO party in the year
1964, a ruling party then, agreed to set up Peaissidh in Nagaland for finding
final solution to Naga political issue, which led the signing of first ceasefire
agreement between the Government of India and Ndmgonal Council on 8
September 1964. On signing the ceasefire agreeanenfollowed by the peace talks
between the two parties, the Democratic party ojdiend (DPN) thought that the
party objective had been achieved and for whichhedl 12 elected MLAs of DPN
resigned en bloc on"8December 1964 and even dissolved the party. Tajssas
taken, so that both the parties in negotiation s@e the issue peacefully without

any hindrance from over ground government.

Another important decision taken by the regionditigal party towards solving the
Naga political issue was in the year 1998. The tilecCommission announced the
election to the Ninth state legislative assemblyhim year 1998. This announcement
of Election Commission came about just after a yefrsigning of ceasefire

agreement between the Government of India and N@KNin 1997. Since solution
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to Naga political issue was the outmost desireefry Nagas, for which various
NGOs in Nagaland headed by Naga Hoho, the apex Mdmgd body boycott the
Ninth state legislative assembly under the slogda Solution, No Election”. The
Naga Hoho also made an appeal to all the poliggEaties in Nagaland not to
participate in the election, to this all the nonaGess party and Nagaland People’s
Council (NPC), a regional political party in pattiar boycotted the election. Since
the main objective of the regional political pavtgs for the final solution to Naga
political issue for which it did not participated the Ninth state legislative assembly

election.

In the Tenth legislative assembly election hel®603, the Nagaland People’s Front
(NPF), a regional political party under a new nontature contested the election and
won the election under the popular election matofdebat is to solve the Naga
political issue within three months, if the partyvoted to power. The NPF party
under the leadership of Mr. Neiphiu Rio after fongithe government, constituted
the Consultative Committee of Peace (CCP) anddabimmittee framed the “equi-
closeness” policy for the government to followwlas a policy in contrast with the
earlier Congress (I) government’s policy of “eqistdnce” policy. By “equi-
closeness” policy what the NPF led DAN governmemant was that, to have a
close relation with all the underground factiondNagaland, so that they can come
together and solve the Naga political issue. In82@Be regional party once again
underwent a change in the party nomenclature, fildagaland People’s Front” to
“Naga People’s Front”. This step was taken to em#e territorial expansion of the
party to its neighbouring states and to give paupport of integrating all Naga

inhabited areas, which had also been one of theritapt demands of NSCN (IM).
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The NPF led government also formed the Joint LatpslForum (JLF) comprising
of all the 60 members of the Nagaland State LegislaAssembly, which made a
joint declaration to resign and pave the way itmilative arrangement is reached
between the Government of India and Naga undergrotiith the NPF party
victory in the Twelfth legislative assembly electjat had won the state general

assembly election for the third consecutive term.

From Democratic Party of Nagaland (DPN) in 1968lama People’'s Front (NPF) of
today, it had undergone a change in the party’sammhature a number of times. This
was done in order to accommodate the members cofrong other party and to
meet the changing needs of time. However, the gartybol “Cock” and motto “fide
non armis” had remained the same. Also, the padlyjsctive to be a facilitator and
mediator between the Government of India and Nagkerground and to step down

and pave the way, whenever the final solution éoNlaga political issue is achieved.

The regional political party had played a greaerol the social and economic
development in Nagaland. It passed the VillageAmé Council Act in 1978, which
led to the creation of Village Council and Villagevelopment Boards (VDBS) in
the Village. This had led to delegation of more posto the grass root level, which
in return had enabled more participation of theptean the democratic process of
the state. So also, the Communitisation of pubdictas like, education, health,
power and water had enabled people to participatgemn the economic

development of the state.

The regional party created a separate departmemihdowomen and constituted the

State Women Commission in Nagaland to give moreosvepment to the women in
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the state. It was the step taken so that, it canead the problems related to women

in the state and to implement the policy relatedidmnen in the state.

To empower the youth in the state, the governmimiugh its various declaration
like, year of youth empowerment, year of capacitjyding and year of entrepreneur,
had helped the youth of Nagaland to be an entrepreand self-reliant, which had
led them to live a dignified life. Moreover, by aklishing Music as a full-fledged
industry, the government had given an opporturtynany youths who are talented
in music to take up music as their profession. Ha field of sports, by getting
affiliated to Indian Olympic Association and Boaad Cricket Control in India

(BCCI), it had promoted sports to a great extendNagaland and had given an

opportunity to youth who had talent in sports toa$e sports as their profession.

To increase the agriculture production in the stetteé to encourage the farmers, the
government through it declaration, the year of farad helped the farmers in the
state. Various schemes, loans and policies had fo@eed to encourage and protect
the farmers. Through CM Corpus Fund, the governngeatso distributing tractors

and power tillers to the farmers in the state.

It was also the regional political party, which enstood the potential of Nagaland
state in its tourism industry. For which the stptemoted the Hornbill festival to

such an extent that, the Government of India hadgm®ised it as a national festival.
During this Hornbill festival, many tourists botlatronal and international visit the
state. It had really helped the state to prometéoiirism industry, besides promoting

its culture, custom and traditions.

162



Through various missions like, Bamboo mission arek-Beeping mission, the
government is not only generating the state econbuatyit had also given many
opportunities to many unemployed youth to generétted income by taking up as

an enterprise.

However, the regional political party had also begticised on many grounds like,
loopholes in its Village and Area Council Act fohieh it could not fully implement,
corruptions and misuse of government funds. Theegowent had also been
criticised for poor economy of the state, where filmed had been misuse by the
government officials. The regional party also lashde criticism from all sections of
Naga people for its failure to implement the elmttmanifesto and that was to solve
the Naga issue within three months if elected tavgyro With NPF party victory in
12" legislative general assembly election held in 20tlBad now been more than a
decade that the regional party had been in powmes?003 and still there is no
solution to Naga political issue. This had posexeaous question on the efforts of

the regional political party towards solving thegdagolitical issue.

The regional party had also been criticised fotritsal allegiance, as in the view of
the Naga people, development had taken place anflgw tribal district and it had
been stated that, tribalism among the Nagas is gty when the regional political
party is in power. Within the party organisatiohe tregional political party is also
neither tribal politics free party, as due to sae#ish tribal interest, there had been

a struggle for power within the party structure.

So also, the regional party is also criticisediferfaulty policies like, Line of Control

to solve the border dispute with Assam and Naga@pecial Development Zone
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(NSDZ) policy, where there is relaxation of Innend&. Permit. These policies of the
party had landed them in sharp criticisms fromaasgitribal bodies, questioning the
role of regional political party in protecting tigentity and interest of the Nagas. In
addition, recognition to Rongmei tribe as one & 8thedule tribe of Nagaland had

also added more criticism to the party.

During the regional party in power, the state hksb avithessed the emergence of
various civil groups and organisation to proteairttown interest, which had also

shown the apathy of the government to protectiizens.

However, despite of all the criticism, the roletloé¢ regional political party had been
very significant, be it in the political, social economic life of Nagas. It was the
regional political party, which through its variog®licies and programmes had
touched all aspects of Naga people’s life. It hadsb asucceeded in bringing
administration much closer to the people, wheregleecan directly participate in the
democratic process of the states. It is for thiat,tht had won for the third

consecutive term in the state general assemblyi@heio Nagaland.

From the Democratic Party of Nagaland (DPN) in 18%3he Naga People’s Front
(NPF) of today, the party had undergone a numbehaiges in its nomenclature but
the party’s main character, motto, symbol, aims abgctives had remained the

same.
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Findings

Through various interviews conducted with the pahlins from various political

parties in Nagaland, regional political party mensbeoters of different age group

and tribes, interaction and discussion with theppedrom different walks of life in

Naga society and the data collected from the quesdires, the following had been

the findings of my research.

R/
¢

The Nagas were represented in the Assam Legislaggembly in 1957 and
Lok Sabha in 1962. The representatives were notezgleunder any political
party but it was elected as representatives of Blaghe political parties
emerged in Nagaland only after granting statehoddagas.

The regional political party in Nagaland had emdrgat of necessity. Since
the creation of statehood had failed to end thdlicgrfor which, it emerged

to be a facilitator and mediator between the Nagaetground and

Government of India to bring final solution to Nggalitical issue.

Due to constant split and defections within theitpall parties in Nagaland
and to accommodate those members coming from ptigical parties, there

had been a constant change in the nomenclatuhee aégional political party
in Nagaland. With an exception of change of nomegnce from, “Nagaland

People’s Front” to “Naga People’s Front”, which wassnable the territorial
expansion of the party to other states.

The nomenclature of the regional political partyl lthanged many times in
Nagaland but its motto, objectives and charactdrreanained the same with

minor modification. The regional political party bt “fide non armis”, the
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symbol “cock’ and its objective to be a facilita@mmd mediator between the
Naga underground and Government of India had rezddime same, since its
emergence.

The Congress (I) party had failed in Nagaland duéeadership crisis and
internal fighting within party members.

There is a tribal politics prevalent within the i@l political party in
Nagaland and tribalism among the Nagas had been high during the
regional political party in power.

In Nagaland, the state politics revolve around Npgiitical issue since the

emergence of statehood to till the last generarab$y election held in 2013.
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Suggestions

+ The regional political party in Nagaland had toqu& more effective policy

in addressing, the political, social and economabfems of Nagas. It had to
empower the Naga women politically without whichcisb and economic

empowerment of women is meaningless. It had torgémenore employment
opportunities for Naga youth and more vocationahing so that the youths
can develop entrepreneur skill and self-dependérdlso had to provide

better storage facilities and market to the farmbetter road connectivity
and modernised way of farming to increase agriceltproduction and

improve the farmers living condition.

The regional political party need sincere effodsvdards finding final and

lasting solution to Naga political issue, which hiagen one of its main
objectives. The party needs to create more condugimmosphere and unite
among the Naga political groups and various cigtisties in Nagaland so
that they can come together and reach to a comrapnseasus on how to

solve the Naga political issue.
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l. Quedtionnaire

| am a Ph.D. Scholar in the Department of Politil8alence, Nagaland University,
doing research on the topié “Study of Emergence and Role of Regional Political
Partiesin Nagaland”.

This questionnaire is design to assist and find boiv regional political party

emerged in Nagaland and what had been its roleagafnd.

This questionnaire is prepared exclusively for aesle purpose only and it will

remain confidential.

| therefore request for your help in respondingftillowing question.

Thanking you

Name: H. Kughaka Sumi
Department: Political Science
Nagaland University

Hqrs: Lumami

Ph.No. (0)9862398191

Email: kughakachishi@yahoo.in
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Questionnaire onA Study of Emergence and Role of Regional Political Parties in
Nagaland”.

Instruction on filling up the questionnaire

Kindly fill up the question as comprehensively assgible by ticking the most

appropriate option
Thanking you

General Background

N o gk~ bR
>
Q
™
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Quedtionnaire

. What do you think, by granting statehood to Naglas, Indian government
had done a lot for the Nagas to protect and pregéweir identity?

a) Yes

b) No

c) Don’t know

. Do you think that, the present state of Nagalarsirhat the aspiration of the
Nagas?

a) Yes

b) No

c) Need more autonomy

d) Don’t know

. What led to the emergence of Regional PoliticatyriarNagaland?

a) To be an alternative to the national political part

b) To protect and preserve Naga identity and tradstion

c) To be a mediator between Naga underground and Gmest of India

d) All of the above

e) Do not know

. Do you think, the emergence of the regional pdltjgarty in Nagaland have
something to do with the Naga political issue?

a) Yes

b) No

c) Don’t know

. What do you think about regional political partyNiagaland?

a) Different from national political party

b) Itis just a political party

c) Itis the right political party for the Naga people

d) No difference with the national political party

e) Don't know
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10.

11.

Do you find any ideological differences betweenioral and regional
political party in Nagaland?

a) Yes

b) No

c) Can't say

Does the regional political party understand tleal@roblems better than the
national party in Naga context?

a) Yes

b) No

c) Both know equally

d) Don’t know

In Nagaland, had the regional political party bedate to link with Naga
people?

a) Yes

b) No don’'t know

Do you think, the regional political party has befective in articulating the
political aspiration of Naga people?

a) Yes

b) No

c) Can't say

Can the regional political party only protect odemtity?

a) Yes

b) No

c) Do not know

Do you think, the NPF party has taken enough meastw protect and
preserve our identity?

a) Yes

b) No

c) Need more measures
d) Don’t know

e) Up to some extend
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12.Do you think, the NPF party has taken enough measts improve the
economic condition of the Naga people in Nagaland?
a) Yes
b) No
c) Up to some extend
d) Don’t know
13.Do you think that the NPF party promote distinctitpm@l programme than
national party in Nagaland?
a) Yes, itis different
b) No, itis not
c) Not much difference with national party
d) Don’t know
14.Do you think that, the state economy had prospereter the NPF party
rule?
a) Yes
b) No
c) The condition is same as when Congress party wiagjru
d) Can't say
15.What do you think about the efforts and contribmitiaf regional political
party in bringing peaceful solution to Naga poéticssue?
a) Satisfactory
b) Unsatisfactory
c) Need more effort
d) Don’t know
16.Why there had been so much of change of regionditiqgad party
nomenclature in Nagaland?
a) Selfish leaders to form its own party
b) To accommodate members coming from other polipeaty
c) To meet the changing needs of time
d) Due to constant split and defection among the padgnbers

e) Don't know
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17.What may be the reason for the NPF party’s victoriagaland for the past

three consecutive terms in the general assembtyi@ée

a)
b)
C)
d)
e)
f)
9)
h)

Due to good leadership

Due to developmental activities
Due to money and muscle power
Due to support of insurgent groups
a&b

c&d

All of the above

Don’'t know

18. According to you, what may be the reason for thiler@ of Congress party in

Nagaland?

a)
b)
c)
d)
e)

f)

Due to leadership crisis

Due to internal fighting among the party members
Failed to protect the identity of the Nagas

Failed to address socio-economic problems of Nagas
All of the above

Can’t say

19.The booklet of Congress party, “Bedrock of Nagai&gt published in the

year 2000, which had denied the existence of Nagaa nation and its

sovereignty, can still be term as one factor tlzat led to the Congress party

defeat in Nagaland?

a)
b)

C)

Yes
No
Don’t know

20.Do you think there is tribalism prevalent among thaitical parties in

Nagaland when it comes to the selection of leader?

a)
b)
C)
d)

Yes
No
No, it is about capability

Don’'t know
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21.

22.

23.

24,

25.

Do you think, the regional political party in Nagatl gives an equal
representation in its organisational set up, rané éle among the Naga
tribes?

a) Yes

b) No

c) Can't say

d) Itis doubtful, that it gives an equal representato all the Naga tribes
Naga voters on what basis

a) ldentity issue

b) Developmental activities

c) Party manifesto

d) Individual candidates

e) Money

f) All of the above

g) None of the above

h) Don’t know

Do you think that in Nagaland, state politics rews around the Naga
political issue?

a) Yes

b) No

c) Don’t know

Should there be ‘no election’ in Nagaland withooluson to Naga issue?

a) Yes

b) No

c) Don’t know

State like Nagaland is fully dependent on the eefdr aid, so do we need a
regional political party in Nagaland?

a) Yes

b) No

c) Do not know
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26. A state government run by a regional political ypart
a) Will be able to understand local problems properly
b) Can promote ones identity and tradition
c) Can built a good communication between governmedtp@ople
d) All of the above
e) Can't say

27.A state government run by a national political part
a) Will not be able to address local problems properly
b) The state politics will be dominated by centralijcs
c) Local issue will be overshadowed by national issue
d) All of the above
e) None of the above
f) Don’t know
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

Angami
Ao
Chakhesang
Chang
Khiamniungan
Konyak
Lotha
Phom
Puchury
Rengma
Sangtam
Sumi
Yimchunger
Zeliang
Kachari
Kuki

Rongmei

17 Major Tribes of Nagaland
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[1. Memorandum of the Naga Club to Simon Commission (January 10, 1929)

Sir,

We the undersigned Nagas of the Naga Club at Kowhm@are the only persons at
present who can voice for our people have heard gvi¢éat regret that our Hills were

included within the Reformed Scheme of India withour knowledge, but as the

administration of our Hills continued to be in th@nds of the British Officers we do

not consider it necessary to raise any protegtarpast. Now, we learn that you have
come to India as representatives of the British €tlowment to enquire into the

working of the system of Government and the grosftthe education and we beg to
submit below our view with the prayer that our Blithay be withdrawn from the

Reformed Scheme and placed outside the Reformdglibedtly under the British

Government. We never asked for any reforms andoveotl wish any reforms.

Before the British Government conquered our coumtry879-1880, we were living

in a state of intermittent warfare with the Assaenetthe Assam Valley to the North
and West of our country and Manipuris in the Sodthey never conquered us nor
were we subjected to their rule. On the other haredwere always a terror to these
people. Our country within the administered areasiis of more than eight tribes,
quite different from one another with quite diffetdanguages which cannot be
understood by each other, and there are more tobesde the administered area
which are not known at present. We have no unitpragnus and it is really the

British Government that is holding us together now.
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Our education at present is poor, the occupatiorowf country by the British
Government being so recent as 1880, we have hadhance or opportunity to
improve in education and though we can boast ofdmitiree graduates of an Indian
University in our country, we have not got one waio is able to represent us in any
Council or Province. Moreover, our population nung 1,02,000 is very small in
comparison with the population of the plains dddsiin the Province, and any
representation that may be allotted to us in thenCib will be negligible and will
carry no weight whatsoever. Our language is quiferént from those of the plains
and we have no social affinities with the Hindusl &tuslims. We are looked down
upon by one for our ‘beef’ and the other for ounrig and by both for our want in

education which is not due to any fault of ours.

Our country is poor and it does not pay for its adstrations. Therefore, if it is
continued to be placed under the Reformed Scheraeare afraid, that new and
heavy taxes will have to be imposed on us and wieenannot pay them all our land
will have to be sold and in the long run, we slmale no share in the land of our
birth and life will not be worth living then. Thobgur land at present is within the
British territory, Government has always recognisadprivate rights in it. But if we
are forced to enter the council of majority allgbeights may be extinguished by an
unsympathetic Council, the majority of whose numiBesure to belong to the plain
district. We also have much fear the introductidnfareign laws and customs to

supersede our own customary laws, which we nowyenjo

For the above reasons, we pray that the British eBouent will continue to

safeguard our rights against all encroachment faiher people who are more
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advanced than us by withdrawing our country from Reformed Scheme and
placing it directly under its own protection. IfetBritish Government, however,
wants to throw us away, we pray that we shouldb®othrust to the mercy of the
people who could never subjugate us, but to leava@ane to determine for ourselves
as in ancient times. We claim to represent all ehtvbes to which we belong-

Angamis, Kacha Nagas, Kukis, Semas, Lothas andrRasg

Yours faithfully,

1. Nihu, Head Interpreter, Angami
2. Nisalie, Peshkar, Angami

3. Nisier, Master, Angami

4. Khosa, Doctor, Angami

5. Gepo, Interpreter, Kacha Naga
6. Vipunyu, Potdar, Angami

7. Goyiepra, Treasurer, Angami
8. Ruzhukhrie, Master, Angami

9. Dikhrie, Sub-Overseer, Angami
10. Zapuzhulie, Master, Angami
11. Zepulie, Interpreter, Angami
12. Katsumo, Interpreter, Angami
13. Nuolhoukielie, Clerk, Angami
14. Luzevi, Interpreter, Sema

15. Apamo, Interpreter, Lotha

16. Resilo, Interpreter, Rengma
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17. Lengjang, Interpreter, Kuki
18. Nikhriehu, Interpreter, Angami
19. Miakra-o, Chaprasi, Angami

20. Levi, Clerk, Kacha Nada

! Charles Chasie (2005), Op.cit. pp.183-185
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V.  TheHydari Agreement or Nine Point Agreement

The Nine Point Agreement (The Hydari Agreementjvad at between the Naga

National Council and the Governor of Assam in JLU947.

1. Judicia

All cases whether civil or criminal arising betweldagas in the Nagas Hills will be
disposed of by duly constituted Naga courts acogrdo Naga customary law, or
such law as may be introduced with the consent wlfy decognised Naga
representative organisation, save that where @seatof transportation or death has

been passed there will be right of appeal to theeGur.

In cases arising between the Nagas and non-Na@s) iKkohima and Mokokchung
areas, and in (b) in the neighbouring plains dittrithe judge if not a Naga, will be

assisted by the Naga assessor.

2. Executive

The general principles is accepted that what thgaNdational Council is prepared to
pay for the Naga National Council should contrahisTprinciple will apply to the

work done as well as the staff employed.

While the district officer will be appointed at tligscretion of the Governor, Sub-
divisional Council with a full time executive prdsnt, paid by the Naga National
Council, who would be responsible to the Distridfi€@rs, for all matters falling

within the latter’s responsibility, and to the Nalational Council for all matters

falling within their responsibility.
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In regard to

A. Agriculture: The Naga National Council will exereigll the powers now
vested in the District Officers.

B. PWD: The Naga National Council will take over fadintrol

C. Education and Forest Department: The Naga NatiGoahcil is prepared to
pay all the services and staff.

3. Legidative

That no laws passed by the provincial or Centraidlature which would materially
affect the terms of this agreement of the religipuactices of the Naga shall have

legal force in the Naga Hills without the consehthe Naga National Council.

In cases of dispute as to whether any law did &eciathis agreement, the matter
would be referred by the Naga National Councilhie Governor who would then
direct that the law in question should not havealdgrce in the Naga Hills pending

the decisions of the Central Government.

4. Land

That land with all its resources in the Naga Hédlwuld not be alienated to a non-

Naga without the consent of the Naga National Cibunc

5. Taxation

That the Naga National Council will be responsifde the imposition, collection,
and expenditure of land revenue and house tax,o&isdch other taxes as may be

imposed by the Naga National Council.
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6. Boundaries

That present administrative divisions should be iffextiso as to (1) bring back into

the Naga Hills District all the forest transfertedthe Sibsagar and Nowgong district
in the past, and (2) bring under one unified adstiative unit, as far as possible, all
Nagas. All the areas sp included would be withm shopes of the present proposed

agreement.

No areas should be transferred out of the Naga Millhout the consent of the Naga

National Council.

7. ArmsAct

The District Officer will act on the advice of thdaga National Council in

accordance with the provision of the Arms Act.

8. Regulations

The Chin Hills Regulations and the Bengal Easteonfter Regulations will remain

in force.

9. Peiod of Agreement

The Governor of Assam as the agent of the Goverhwiethe Indian Union will
have special responsibility for a period of tenrge@ ensure the due observance of

this agreement. At the end of this period, the Nidgdonal Council will be asked
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whether they require the above agreement to ben@atkfor a further period, or a

new agreement regarding the future of the Nagalpeuopived at

’ . Aosenba (2001), Op.cit. pp.132-134
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V. The 16 Point-Agreement

(Under a 16-point agreement, statehood was accaodidgaland on 28July 1960
and was brought under the aegis of Ministry of EndéAffairs. The 16 point pertain

to various legislative, administrative and finathgieovisions)

The points placed by the delegates of the Nagal@esapouncil (NPC) before the
Prime Minister on 28 July 1960, as finally recast by the delegatiorthia light of

discussions on 27and 2&' July 1960 with the Foreign Secretary.

1. The Name The territories that were heretofore known as Maga Hills
Tuensang Area under the Naga Hills-Tuensang Arda1®&7, shall from a
state within the Indian Union and be hereafter kmas Nagaland.

2. The Minigry in Charge. The Nagaland shall be under the Ministry of
External Affairs of the Government of India.

3. The Govenaor of Nagaland: (1) The President of India shall appoint a
Governor for Nagaland and he will be vested with #xecutive powers of
the Government of Nagaland. He will have his headgus in Nagaland. (2)
His administrative secretariat will be headed l§yreef Secretary stationed at
the headquarters with other Secretariat staff asgsary. (3) The Governor
shall have special responsibility, regard to lawl ander during transitional
period for so long as the law and order situatiomtioues to remain disturbed
on account of hostile activities. In exercisingstBpecial responsibility, the
Governor shall, after consultation with the Minystiact in his individual
judgement. This special responsibility of the Gower will cease when

normalcy returns.
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. Council of Miniger: (1) There shall be a Council of Ministers withCaief

Minister at the head to assist and advise the Goven the exercise of his

functions. (2) The Council of Ministers shall bespensible to the Naga

Legislative Assembly.

. TheLegidature: There shall be constituted a Legislative Assengblysisting

of elected and nominated members as may be deeecedsary representing

different tribes, further a duly constituted bodyExperts may be formed to
examine and determine the principles of representain democratic basis.

. Representation in the Parliament: two elected members shall represent

Nagaland in the Union Parliament, this is to say tor the Lok Sabha and

the other for Rajya Sabha.

. Acts Of Parliament: No Act or law passed by the Union Parliament ciiifey

the following provisions shall have legal force the Nagaland unless

specifically applied to it by a majority vote ofetiNagaland Legislative

Assembly:

(1) The Religious or social practices of the Nagas.

(2) Naga Customary Laws and Procedure.

(3) Civil and Criminal Justice so far as these conacisions according to
Naga Customary Law. The existing laws relating tiministration of
civil and criminal justice as provided in the rufes the administration of
justice and police in the Naga Hills District shadintinue to be in force.

(4) The ownership and transfer of land and its res@urce
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8. Local Sdf-Government: each tribe shall have the following units of rule
making and administrative local bodies to deal withtters concerning the
respective tribes and areas:

(1) The Village Council
(2) The Range Council

(3) The Tribal Council

The Councils will also deal with disputes and case®lving breaches of

customary laws and usages.

9. Adminigration of Jugtice:

(a) The existing system of administration of civil aodminal justice shall
continue.

(b) Appellate Courts
(1) The District Court-cum-Sessions Court (for eachritig
(2) The Naga Tribunal for the whole of the Nagalandespect of cases

decided according to customary law.
10. Adminigtration of Tuensang Didrict:

(1) The Governor shall carry on the administrationtha&f Tuensang District
for a period of the 10 years until such time whée tribes in the
Tuensang District are capable of shouldering mespansibility of the
advance system of administration. The commencerokibe ten-year
period of administration will start simultaneouslith the enforcement of

detailed workings of the constitution in other paot the Nagaland.
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(2) Provided further that Regional Council shall benfed for Tuensang
District by elected representatives from all thiees in Tuensang District,
and the Governor may nominate representativesetdrétlgional Council
as well. The Deputy Commissioner will be the excmffChairman of the
Council. The Regional Council will elect members ttee Nagaland
Legislative Assembly to represent Tuensang District

(3) Provided further that on the advice of the Redi@wuncil, steps will be
taken to start various Councils and Courts, in ¢haseas where the
people feel themselves capable of establishing swstitutions.

(4) Provided further that no Act or Law passed byNagaland Legislative
Assembly shall be applicable to Tuensang Districkess specifically
recommend by the Regional Council.

(5) Provided further that the Regional Council shajpervise and guide the
working of the various Councils and Tribal’'s Countdéthin Tuensang
District and wherever necessary depute the locétens to act as
Chairman thereof.

(6) Provided further that Councils of such areas iitbdbby a mixed
population or which have not as yet decided to thspecific Tribal
Council to be affiliated to shall be directly undiee Regional Council for
the time being. And at the end of ten years theasan will be reviewed

and if the people so desired the period will béhierr extended.
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11.Financial Assigance from the Government of India: to supplement the
revenues of the Nagaland, there will be need ferGlovernment of India to
payout of the Consolidated Fund of India.
(1) A lump sum each year for the development progranmibe Nagaland,
and

(2) A Grant-in-Aid towards meeting the cost of admiragon.

Proposals for the above grants shall be prepared sabbmitted by the
Government of Nagaland to Government of India fogirt approval. The
Governor will have general responsibility for ensgrthat the funds made
available by the Government of India are expendadtlie purposes for

which they have been approved.

12.Consolidation of Fores Areas: the delegation wished the following to be
placed on record:
“The Naga delegation discussed the question ofritieision of the reserve
forest and of contiguous areas inhabited by theaNaghey were referred to
the provisions in Articles 3 and 4 of the Considoi prescribing the
procedure for the transfer of areas from one Stasmother”.

13.Consolidation of Contiguous Naga Areas. the delegation wished the
following to be placed on the record:
“The Naga Leaders expressed the view that otheradamhabiting
contiguous areas should be enabled to join thestate. it was pointed out to
them on behalf of the Government of India that @des 3 and 4 of the

Constitution provided for increasing the area oy atate, but that was not
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possible for the Government of India to make amymmitment in this regard
at this stage”.

14.Formation of Separate Naga Regiment: In order that the Naga people can
fulfil their desire of playing a full role in theefence forces of the India, the
guestion of raising a separate Naga Regiment shwoeilduly examined for
action.

15. Transtional Period:

(1) On reaching the political settlement with the Goweent of India, the
Government of India will prepare a Bill for such emiment of the
Constitution, as may be necessary, in order to empht the decision.
The draft bill, before presentation to Parliamensil)] be shown to the
delegates of the NPC.

(2) There shall be constituted an Interim Body withctdd representatives
from every tribe, to assist and advise the Govemndhe administration
of the Nagaland during the transitional period. Témure of office of the
members of the Interim Body will be three (3) yesubject to re-election.

16.Inne Line Regulation: Rules embodied in the Bengal Eastern Frontier

Regulation, 1873, shall remain in force in the Nagé.

3, Jaideep Saika (ed) (2010), Documents on North East India, Institute for Defense and Analyses,
New Delhi, pp.49-52
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VI.  Membersof Interim Body (18" February 1961)
1. Dr. Imkongliba Ao (Chairman)
2. P. Shilu Ao

3. Aluhang

4. Anyak Phom

5. Doss

6. Hepong

7. Hokishe Sema

8. S. C. Jamir

9. J. B. Jasokie

10. Tokheho Sema
11.K. A. Imlong
12.Kehozhol Kheiya
13.Khanchin Konyak
14.Khelhoshe Sema
15.Khuban Yimchunger
16.K. Shikhu

17.Levi

18.Litingse Sangtam
19. Lutjakai Kuki

20. Mhondamo Kithan
21.Lipikyu Sangtam
22.Tsubongse Sangtam

23.N. L. Odyuo
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24.Pakho Khiamniugan
25.P. E. Ezung

26.T. N. Angami
27.Tekasosang

28. Temwang Angh

29. Yaman Konyak

30. Zachitso

31.Zulutemba

32.Pudenu

33.R. Thinuochulie Angami
34.Riga Thong

35. Sangba Chang

36. Silie Haralu

37.T. Kikon

38.Khaming Khiamniungan
39.Kedulhou Kachu
40.Dev Lal Mech

41.R. C. Chitten Jamir
42.Lothi Rengma
43.Kilungba Yimchunger

44.Vilhume Angami

‘. Nagaland (1963-2013): 50 Years On, Op.cit. pp.29-33
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VIl. TheFirg 12 MLAs of the Democratic Party of Nagaland (DPN), 1964
1. R. Lisen
2. Imsumeren
3. Tajenyuba
4. |. Kajenkaba
5. Vizol
6. N.Zao
7. Nsemo Ovung
8. Viyakha Rengma
9. Lungbe Meru
10. Lhausuohe
11. Neituo Angami

12. Bendangangshi Ao

>, Celebrating 50 Years Naga People’s Front: Golden Jubilee 1963-2013, Op.cit. p.27
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VIIl. Membersof 1% Nagaland L egislative Assembly (1964)°
SI.LNo | Name Party Designation
1 P. Shilu Ao NNO Chief
Minister
2 T. N. Angami NNO Speaker
3 K. Shikhu NNO Dy. Speaker
4 Hokishe Sema NNO Cabinet
Minister
5 Jasokie Angami NNO -do-
6 R. C. Chitten Jamir NNO -do-
7 Akum Imlong Nominated by -do-
Tuensang Regional
Councll
8 Mhodamo Kithan NNO -do-
9 Lhuthipru Vasa NNO -do-
10 N. L. Odyuo NNO Dy. Minister
11 Amon NNO MLA
12 Deblal Mech NNO -do-
13 Govinda Chandra Paira NNO -do-
14 Ihezhe Sema NNO -do-
15 Kihoto Sema NNO -do-
16 Khelhoshe Sema NNO -do-

¢, Nagaland is born, Op.cit. pp.118-119
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17 Kiyelho Sema NNO -do-
18 K. Yeshito Sema NNO -do-
19 Lalkholam Kuki NNO -do-
20 Langkam Kuki NNO -do-
21 Lhisetsu Venuh NNO -do-
22 Neitsutso Theyo NNO -do-
23 Nihovi Ayemi NNO -do-
24 Pudenu Demo NNO -do-
25 Suzumar Imsong NNO -do-
26 T. Tsanthungo Ngullie NNO -do-
27 T. Kikon NNO -do-
28 Wezulhi C. Krome NNO -do-
29 Zulutemba Ao NNO -do-
30 Kilong Piri Yimchunger Nominated hy-do-
Tuensang Regional
Council

31 Litingse Sangtam -do- -do-
32 Lipikyu Sangtam -do- -do-
33 Tochi Hanso -do- -do-
34 Shangyu Y. Konyak -do- -do-
35 Imsumeren DPN -do-
36 I.Kajenkaba DPN -do-
37 Lhousouhe Angami DPN -do-
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38 Longbe Meru DPN -do-
39 Neiteo Angami DPN -do-
40 Ngurohie Zao DPN -do-
41 Nsemo Ovung DPN -do-
42 R. Lisen Ao DPN -do-
43 Tajenyuba DPN -do-
44 Vizol DPN -do-
45 Viyekha Rengma DPN -do-
46 Bendangangshi Ao DPN -do-
Note:

#NNO: Naga National Organisation

##DPN: Democratic Party of Nagaland

### Tuensang Regional Council: All 6 (Six) membalested by Tuensang Regional

Council joined with NNO party.
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